
Your Excellency, the President of the European Council, António Costa 
Your Excellency, the President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola 
Your Excellency, the President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen 
 

For effective and consistent action to protect Palestinian children, 
for an end to Israel’s brutal violence against the Palestinian people, 

for respect for international law, and in particular for the national rights of 
the Palestinian people as established by UN resolutions 

 
The United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem and Israel situation has published the report 
‘“The essence of childhood has been destroyed”: Israel’s deliberate targeting of Palestinian 
children in the Occupied Palestinian Territory since 7 October 2023’. 
 
This Commission examined the violations and crimes against and affecting Palestinian 
children – including serious physical and psychological harm – caused by Israeli military 
forces, which have resulted in the deaths of at least 20,179 children and injuries to 44,143 
since 7 October 2023. 
 
The report condemns the deliberate targeting and killing of Palestinian children, as well as 
the use of torture and inhuman and degrading treatment – including sexual and gender-based 
violence – particularly during mass arrests and in detention centres, by Israeli military forces 
against Palestinian children. 
 
Among other extremely serious issues, the report highlights the consequences of Israel’s 
attacks on critical infrastructure essential to children – such as healthcare facilities, 
orphanages and schools – and the impact of the living conditions imposed by Israel on the 
Palestinian population in the Gaza Strip, which result in preventable child mortality, 
increased morbidity and severe psychological trauma stemming from Israel’s relentless and 
widespread attacks over a two-year period – collectively revealing severe and multifaceted 
harm to the survival, health and development of Palestinian children. 
 
This report confirms what has long been repeatedly and widely denounced: the actions of 
Israeli authorities and military forces constitute serious violations of international law, 
amounting to the crime of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. 
 
The refusal of the European Union’s institutions to condemn Israel’s policy of occupation, 
colonisation and genocide against the Palestinian people contributes to its impunity and its 
continuation. 
 
In this regard, the signatories to this letter consider it imperative that the EU take immediate, 
consistent and effective action and measures to: 
 



- Protect Palestinian children from Israel’s brutal violence; 
- Put an end to Israel’s aggression against the Palestinian people; 
- Ensure urgent humanitarian aid reaches the Palestinian population in the Gaza Strip; 
- Comply with international law by establishing the State of Palestine as established by UN 
resolutions; 
- Suspend arms exports to Israel; 
- Prevent Israel from accessing EU funds for military purposes; 
- Suspend the Association Agreement between the European Union and Israel. 
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