Request for the Establishment of a Standing Committee on Artificial
Intelligence and Robotics — A Strategic Priority for the European Union

Dear Madam President,
Dear Chairs of the Political Groups,

We write to draw your attention to a matter of fundamental importance for the future of the
European Union: the exponential growth of artificial intelligence (Al) and robotics, and the
urgent need for a coordinated, timely, and institutionally reinforced European response.

Pursuant to Articles 173! and 179" of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the
Union holds clear competence to strengthen industrial competitiveness, as well as research and
technological development. At the same time, recent developments in the areas of energy and
defence have underscored the importance of strategic autonomy. In this context, it is evident
that artificial intelligence is not merely another policy domain, but rather a central pillar of an
emerging geo-economic and geopolitical reality.

The current global landscape is characterised by intensifying competition between the United
States and China for technological leadership in artificial intelligence, including the potential
development of artificial general intelligence (AGI) and eventually artificial superintelligence
(ASI). This dynamic echoes historical contests for strategic supremacy, with far-reaching
implications for economic performance, defence capabilities, and international security.

Despite noteworthy initiatives undertaken by the Union, including the Artificial Intelligence
Regulation', Europe continues to lag behind its principal global competitors in terms of
investment, infrastructure, and industrial scale. This gap is not solely technological; it is
fundamentally strategic.

The Al Index Report 2026" underscores the urgency of a coordinated European response. It
points to rapid advances in Al capabilities, rising investment concentrated in the United States
and China, and widening global gaps in access to infrastructure, talent, and capital. While
Europe remains strong in research, it continues to lag in commercial deployment and large-
scale industrialisation. The report also highlights mounting concerns over safety, reliability,
and societal impact, including bias, misinformation, system failures, and AI’s growing use in
critical sectors such as healthcare, finance, and defence. Without decisive investment,
governance, and coordination, the EU risks structural dependence on a technology that is
becoming central to competitiveness, democratic resilience, and security.

In light of these considerations, we believe that the establishment of a dedicated Committee on
Artificial Intelligence and Robotics constitutes a necessary and urgent institutional step. Such
a Committee could serve as a focal point for strategic reflection, parliamentary scrutiny, and
political guidance, ensuring that the European Parliament assumes a proactive and leading role
in shaping the future of this critical sector.

Strategic Opportunities, Positive Impacts, and Socio-Economic Challenges

Artificial intelligence has the potential to act as a catalyst for a new era of economic expansion
and productivity growth within Europe. The automation of processes, optimisation of supply
chains, and acceleration of innovation offer significant opportunities to enhance European
competitiveness.



In the healthcare sector, Al systems are already demonstrating remarkable levels of diagnostic
accuracy”, in certain cases surpassing human practitioners*'. Concurrently, the development of
pilot Al-driven hospitals*" and the deployment of “smart” medical Al kiosks in urban centres
in China“li, point toward a profound transformation in the delivery of healthcare services.
Nevertheless, these advances are accompanied by substantial challenges. Issues relating to trust
and accountability in cases of misdiagnosis, the governance of sensitive health data, the
protection of privacy, and the risk of excessive reliance on algorithmic systems at the expense
of clinical judgement necessitate a cautious and robust regulatory approach. Furthermore,
unequal access to such technologies risks exacerbating existing disparities between Member
States and social groups.

The impact on the labour market is also expected to be significant and potentially very
disruptive. There are indications that a considerable proportion of jobs may be subject to
automation in the near future™™. The emergence of fully automated production facilities—often
referred to as “dark factories” in China*—illustrates the speed at which industrial processes are
evolving. Similar trends are observable in other advanced economies like the United States,
where major corporations are planning substantial workforce reductions driven by
automation™'. These developments raise fundamental questions concerning the future of work,
the sustainability of social protection systems, and the urgent need to adapt education and
reskilling policies.

Security and Defence

The rapid integration of artificial intelligence into military systems also warrants careful
consideration*, The development of autonomous weapons systems, including drones and
robotic platforms*i is transforming the nature of warfare and raises serious concerns under
international humanitarian law, particularly with regard to accountability™”. The transition
toward increasingly autonomous “machine-based” armed forces—capable of identifying and
engaging targets without direct human intervention—is no longer theoretical, but an emerging
reality.

At the same time, the development of humanoid systems and advanced autonomous platforms
is often presented as a means to reduce human casualties and improve operational efficiency.
However, such developments may also lower the political and ethical thresholds for initiating
military action, obscure lines of responsibility in cases of violations, and accelerate a new arms
race centred on artificial intelligence. Moreover, technical limitations—including the opacity
of algorithmic decision-making, the risk of system errors or ‘“hallucinations,” and
vulnerabilities to cyberattacks or hostile interference—further heighten the risk of unintended
escalation.

In view of the foregoing, it is clear that artificial intelligence and robotics represent not simply
another policy area, but a cross-cutting and transformative force that will shape the European
Union’s economic strength, social cohesion, and geopolitical standing in the decades ahead. A
failure to respond in a timely and coordinated manner at the European level risks creating
strategic dependencies on external powers—not only in economic and technological domains,
but also in defence.

In an international environment where the automation of warfare is advancing more rapidly
than the regulatory and ethical frameworks governing it, the European Union must significantly
strengthen its strategic autonomy. This is particularly critical in the field of defence and dual-
use technologies, where civilian and military applications intersect. The Union must ensure
that it remains at the forefront of shaping international norms, standards, and safeguards.



The establishment of a standing Committee would enable:

the systematic monitoring of technological developments;

the strengthening of parliamentary oversight;

the formulation of a coherent and forward-looking European strategy; and
the timely adaptation of the regulatory framework.

Such a dedicated Committee would not displace sector-specific work carried out by other
Parliamentary Committees. Rather, it would facilitate that work, provide strategic focus,
improve coordination across Committees, and equip the European Parliament with the capacity
to respond with the level of coherence, depth, and urgency that this issue now requires. In that
sense, the objective is not centralisation, but stronger coordination and greater institutional
focus.

This need for stronger institutional coordination and strategic focus is increasingly being
recognised elsewhere as well. Beyond the European Parliament itself, the Council of Europe
has established a dedicated Steering Committee for New and Emerging Digital Technologies™".
In Singapore, the government has announced a National AI Council*! that will steer and
coordinate its Al agenda and national strategy. The House of Commons of Canada has also
established a Standing Committee on Science and Research®!, recognising the need for
dedicated parliamentary oversight and coordination on science and innovation issues.
Moreover, the Australian Senate voted to establish a Select Committee on Adopting Artificial
Intelligence™'!, tasked with examining the opportunities, risks, and governance implications
of Al across the economy and society. These developments reflect a broader recognition that,
while Al is inherently cross-sectoral, its scale and speed require a clear institutional focal point.

This decision would constitute not merely an organisational adjustment within parliamentary
structures, but a vital strategic institutional direction, which would positively affect the
European Union’s capacity to secure its autonomy and assert its role in an increasingly
complex, rapidly evolving and uncertain global landscape.
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MEP Maria Guzenina (S&D, Finland)
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