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Brussels, 10. June 2026 

 
To: 
Roberta Metsola, President of the European Parliament 
 
 
Dear Roberta Metsola  
We read with great pleasure the noƟce of 2nd June 2026 informing us that as of 4th June 
2026, the European Parliament’s default browser will switch from being Google, to, as 
the email describes it “Qwant, a privacy-focused European search engine designed to 
avoid tracking users or collec ng personal data.” 
 
We wholeheartedly agree with this move, which not only has symbolic meaning but 
ensures beƩer protecƟon of data and privacy, as well as reduces our reliance on US-
based technology companies.  
 
This is not only a clear statement of faith in the capabiliƟes of European technology 
companies but also helps move us a step in the crucial direcƟon of strategic autonomy 
in the IT-sector. As we have seen, with for instance US acƟons against members of the 
ICC, the danger of reliance on non-European providers of essenƟal data infrastructure 
is there, and the longer we don’t explore alternaƟves, the longer we remain vulnerable. 
 
We therefore applaud the move to switch the default browser but also believes this 
should only be the beginning. It is, in our opinion, urgent that the European Parliament 
acƟvely explores credible alternaƟves to all non-European operated or hosted IT-
services. In parallel with this work, we urge for an acƟon plan to be put in place to 
replace, as soon as possible, US-hosted and operated IT-systems. 
 
The following is a non-exhausƟve list of products and services we urge you to quickly 
explore credible alternaƟves to:  
 

• Webex 
• Teams 
• Outlook and other MicrosoŌ products 
• Cisco telephones 
• Cloud hosƟng 

 
We the undersigned Members of the European Parliament believe such a move would 
both increase our security and durability and help strengthen the European IT-sector. 
 
Looking forward to your prompt reacƟon. 
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With kind regards, 
 
Members of the European Parliament 
 
 

• Per Clausen, LeŌ, Denmark 
• Aurore Lalucq, S&D, France 
• David Cormand, Greens/EFA, 

France 
• Stéphanie Yon-CourƟn, Renew, 

France 
• Birgit Sippel, S&D, Germany 
• Li Andersson, LeŌ, Finland 
• Matjaž Nemec, S&D, Slovenia 
• SƟne Bosse, Renew, Denmark 
• Leila Chaïbi, LeŌ, France 
• Saskia Bricmont, Greens/EFA, 

Belgium 
• Hanna Gedin, LeŌ, Sweden 
• Leire Pajín, S&D, Spain 
• Branislav Ondruš, NI, Slovakia 
• Marketa Gregorova, Greens/EFA, 

Czechia 
• Rudi Kennes, LeŌ, Belgium 
• Marta Temido, S&D, Portugal 
• Manon Aubry, LeŌ, France 
• Anja Hazekamp, LeŌ, 

Netherlands 
• Thomas Waitz, Greens/EFA, 

Austria 
• Merja Kyllönen, LeŌ, Finland 
• César Luena, S&D, Spain 
• Diana Iovanovici-Șoșoacă, NI, 

Romania 
• MaƩhias Ecke, S&D, Germany 
• Rima Hassan, LeŌ, France 

• Catarina MarƟns, LeŌ, Portugal 
• Malika Sorel, NI, France 
• Ana Miranda Paz, Greens/EFA, 

Spain 
• Nora Junco García, ECR, Spain 
• Dario Tamburano, LeŌ, Italy 
• MarƟn Günther. LeŌ, Germany 
• Maria Zacharia, NI, Greece 
• BenedeƩa Scuderi, Greens/EFA, 

Italy 
• Thomas Pellerin-Carlin, S&D, 

France 
• Alexandra Geese, Greens/EFA, 

Germany 
• JuƩa Paulus, Greens/EFA, 

Germany 
 

 
 


