
 

Strasbourg, 20th May 2026 
 
 
To the esteemed attention of  
Ms. Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission 
Ms. Kaja Kallas, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy 
Mr. Antonio Costa, President of the European Council 
  
Subject: Imminent demolition of the Palestinian village Khan al-Ahmar - 
Bezalel Smotrich announces new war crimes on TV 
 
Dear President von der Leyen 
Dear High Representative Kallas 
Dear President Costa 
 
Mr. Bezalel Smotrich, the current Israeli Minister of Finance, is notoriously a 
prominent leader of the illegal Israeli settlement movement and the main political 
architect of the annexation of the West Bank to the State of Israel. According to 
his own declaration, on Tuesday 19th May, 2026, the International Criminal 
Court issued an arrest warrant against him. 
 
His reaction to the arrest warrant was utterly shocking1: he blamed the Palestinian 
Authority for the ICC decision, stating “[the PA] started a war and it will get a 
war”, and subsequently announced the intention of demolishing the Palestinian 
village of Khan al-Ahmar in retaliation. He then signed a Ministerial Directive 
instructing the Israeli Civil Administration to evict the Palestinian inhabitants of 
Khan al-Ahmar and destroy the village. 
 
Smotrich’s decision constitutes an act of forced population transfer and reprisal, 
two war crimes and crimes against humanity prohibited by the Fourth Geneva 
Convention2 and the Statute of the International Criminal Court3. We would also 
like to highlight that in the village of Khan al-Ahmar there is a school built in 
2009 by an Italian NGO with public funding using recycled tyres. For years, the 
“tyre-school” has educated generations of Palestinian children and enabled 
hundreds of students to complete their studies. If the EU does not react to the 
school’s demolition, not only the right to education of Palestinian children would 
be denied, but also the credibility of European development policies and the role 
of the EU as defender of children’s rights worldwide would be undermined. 

 
1 https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5y9jq2r907o 
2 Artt. 33 and 49. 
3 Artt. 7 and 8. 



 

To this day, Bezalel Smotrich does not appear on any EU sanctions list: the Union 
is showing an unacceptable reluctance towards holding Smotrich accountable for 
his heinous crimes. 
 
We therefore urge you to:  

• prioritise discussions on sanctions against Bezalel Smotrich and Itamar 
Ben-Gvir within the Council of the European Union; 

• urge Member States to reach an agreement on the imposition of these 
sanctions; 

• activate the Blocking Statute to protect the judges of the International 
Criminal Court from the effects of the sanctions imposed on them by the 
United States; 

• put forward, as soon as possible, a legislative proposal to ban trade with 
the illegal Israeli settlements. 

 
Hoping you will consider our requests, we send you our best regards. 
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