European Parliament

Strasbourg, 20th May 2026

To the esteemed attention of

Ms. Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission

Ms. Kaja Kallas, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy

Mr. Antonio Costa, President of the European Council

Subject: Imminent demolition of the Palestinian village Khan al-Ahmar -
Bezalel Smotrich announces new war crimes on TV

Dear President von der Leyen
Dear High Representative Kallas
Dear President Costa

Mr. Bezalel Smotrich, the current Israeli Minister of Finance, is notoriously a
prominent leader of the illegal Israeli settlement movement and the main political
architect of the annexation of the West Bank to the State of Israel. According to
his own declaration, on Tuesday 19th May, 2026, the International Criminal
Court issued an arrest warrant against him.

His reaction to the arrest warrant was utterly shocking!: he blamed the Palestinian
Authority for the ICC decision, stating “[the PA] started a war and it will get a
war”, and subsequently announced the intention of demolishing the Palestinian
village of Khan al-Ahmar in retaliation. He then signed a Ministerial Directive
instructing the Israeli Civil Administration to evict the Palestinian inhabitants of
Khan al-Ahmar and destroy the village.

Smotrich’s decision constitutes an act of forced population transfer and reprisal,
two war crimes and crimes against humanity prohibited by the Fourth Geneva
Convention? and the Statute of the International Criminal Court®. We would also
like to highlight that in the village of Khan al-Ahmar there is a school built in
2009 by an Italian NGO with public funding using recycled tyres. For years, the
“tyre-school” has educated generations of Palestinian children and enabled
hundreds of students to complete their studies. If the EU does not react to the
school’s demolition, not only the right to education of Palestinian children would
be denied, but also the credibility of European development policies and the role
of the EU as defender of children’s rights worldwide would be undermined.

! https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5y9jq2r9070
2 Artt. 33 and 49.
3 Artt. 7 and 8.
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To this day, Bezalel Smotrich does not appear on any EU sanctions list: the Union
1s showing an unacceptable reluctance towards holding Smotrich accountable for
his heinous crimes.

We therefore urge you to:

e prioritise discussions on sanctions against Bezalel Smotrich and Itamar
Ben-Gvir within the Council of the European Union;

e urge Member States to reach an agreement on the imposition of these
sanctions;

e activate the Blocking Statute to protect the judges of the International
Criminal Court from the effects of the sanctions imposed on them by the
United States;

e put forward, as soon as possible, a legislative proposal to ban trade with
the illegal Israeli settlements.

Hoping you will consider our requests, we send you our best regards.

Signatures:

MEP Cecilia Strada (S&D)

MEP Barry Andrews (Renew Europe)
MEP Mounir Satouri (Greens/EFA)
MEP Lynn Boylan (The Left)

MEP Matjaz Nemec (S&D)

MEP Benedetta Scuderi (Greens/EFA)
MEP Ilaria Salis (The Left)

MEP Brando Benifei (S&D)

MEP Mimmo Lucano (The Left)
MEP Catarina Vieira (Greens/EFA)
MEP Ana Miranda Paz (Greens/EFA)
MEP Hana Jalloul Muro (S&D)

MEP Maria Ohisalo (Greens/EFA)
MEP Cristina Guarda (Greens/EFA)
MEP Marc Botenga (The Left)

MEP Irena Joveva (Renew Europe)
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MEP Damien Caréme (The Left)

MEP Ozlem Demirel (The Left)

MEP M¢lissa Camara (Greens/EFA)
MEP Robert Biedron (S&D)

MEP Anthony Smith (The Left)

MEP Rudi Kennes (The Left)

MEP Sandro Ruotolo (S&D)

MEP Maria Zacharia (NI)

MEP Dario Tamburrano (The Left)
MEP Estelle Ceulemans (S&D)

MEP Annalisa Corrado (S&D)

MEP Marco Tarquinio (S&D)

MEP Aodhan O Riordain (S&D)

MEP Rima Hassan (The Left)

MEP Marta Temido (S&D)

MEP Saskia Bricmont (Greens/EFA)
MEP Villy Sevndal (Greens/EFA)
MEP Kira Marie Peter-Hansen (Greens/EFA)
MEP Rasmus Nordqvist (Greens/EFA)
MEP Giuseppe Antoci (The Left)
MEP Nikolaos Pappas (The Left)
MEP Vicent Marza i Ibanez (Greens/EFA)
MEDP Jussi Saramo (The Left)

MEP Chlo¢ Ridel (S&D)

MEP Giorgio Gori (S&D)

MEP Giuseppina Picierno (S&D)
MEP Alessandro Zan (S&D)

MEP Georgia Tramacere (S&D)

MEP Nicola Zingaretti (S&D)
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MEP Pierfrancesco Maran (S&D)
MEP Pernando Barrena Arza (The Left)
MEP Danilo Della Valle (The Left)
MEP Giuseppe Lupo (S&D)

MEP Daniel Attard (S&D)

MEP César Luena (S&D)

MEP Thijs Reuten (S&D)

MEP Abir Al-Sahlani (Renew Europe)
MEP Vlad Vasile Voiculescu (Renew Europe)
MEP Joao Oliveira (The Left)

MEP Merja Kyllonen (The Left)

MEP Raffaele Topo (S&D)

MEP Lucia Annunziata (S&D)

MEP Pierre Jouvet (S&D)

MEP Stefano Bonaccini (S&D)

MEP Irene Tinagli (S&D)

MEP Branislav Ondrus (NI)

MEP Majdouline Sbai (Greens/EFA)
MEP Alessandra Moretti (S&D)

MEP Matteo Ricci (S&D)

MEP Dario Nardella (S&D)

MEP Hanna Gedin (The Left)

MEP Jonas Sj6stedt (The Left)

MEP Estrella Galan (The Left)

MEP Per Clausen (The Left)

MEP Arash Saeidi (The Left)

MEP Camilla Laureti (S&D)

MEP Leoluca Orlando (Greens/EFA)
MEP Tineke Strik (Greens/EFA)
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MEP Carolina Morace (The Left)



