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Annex 1a Proposals for New Pilot Projects 

 

 A = PP/PA could be implemented as suggested by the Parliament; 

 B = PP/PA might under certain conditions be fully or partially implementable but the project would need to be re-designed (it could be the case if part of 

the suggested action is already covered by a legal base); or more information might be needed before the Commission can assess the proposed project; 

 C = PP/PA is fully covered by a legal base or the ideas are otherwise being addressed; 

 D = PP/PA cannot be implemented or similar actions have already been carried out in the past. 

N° EP Proposal DG Commission Assessment Category 

 Heading 1a    

1 European Fund for 

Crowfunded 

Investments 

Proposed by Maria 

Spyraki 

FISMA 

 

The project might be partially implementable if changes are implemented to its scope and proposed timing 

due, inter alia, to avoid of overlaps with a proposal on Crowdfunding to be launched in the course of 2018.  

 

However, as a new related commitment was adopted (on 08/06/2017) in the CMU Mid-Term Review, the 

project could be used to identify best practices in supply chain finance (e.g. invoice trading). Many start-ups 

and innovative SMEs are under-collateralised and fail due to short-term cash flow problems, while having a 

sustainable business model in the long-term.  

 

The amount needed for such a project should be reduced down to 500.000€ (250.000€). Given the clear 

commonalities between n°1 and n°107, the EC will consider the possibility of a joint implementation by 

giving a specific focus on SMEs' access to finance, should more that one of those PP be finally adopted by the 

EP. 

 

B 

2 Empowering 

European SMEs with 

a culture of 

intrapreneurship 

Proposed by Paul 

Rübig 

GROW The project as such is not possible to implement, as it is necessary to understand first what kind of 

intrapreneurship European SMEs are ready to accept and support. An intrapreneurship model which has not 

been validated to European SMEs cannot be imposed, and there are probably different working models of 

intrapreneurship for SMEs. Furthermore, to be successful, the implementation of intrapreneurship in SMEs 

would need that those SMEs are guided and supported by a trusted local intermediary, ideally their cluster 

organisation. 

Therefore, the Commission proposes to revise the project, while keeping its objective, by dividing it in two 

steps: 

- In 2018 : conduct an evaluation and analysis of good practices in promoting and supporting 

intrapreneurship, with a benchmarking tool (see example of the evaluation and analysis of good practices in 

promoting and supporting migrant entrepreneurship): call for tender, 500.000 €. 

- In 2019, on the basis of the preceding study, launch projects to support the implementation of those best 

B 
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practices in European SMEs, through cluster organisations: call for proposals, 5 projects, 2.500.000 €. 

4 EPICURUS Agri-

Culture 

Proposed by Momchil 

Nekov, Silvia Costa 

GROW The proposed PP overlaps with other actions that have already been implemented to promote Europe's 

gastronomical heritage as part of the tourism offer. These actions include the "Taste Europe" portal, managed 

by the European Travel Commission, which aims at supporting EU tourism destinations in highlighting the 

unique and diverse gastronomical culture of Europe and encourage travellers, both from within and outside 

the continent to embark on the European culinary experience. In addition, within the framework of the 

European Destinations of Excellence (EDEN) competitions, in 2015 20 destinations were awarded in the 

category of "Tourism and Gastronomy". Finally, as part of the efforts of boosting synergies between tourism 

and cultural and creative industries, EU gastronomical heritage and creativity is highlighted in our joint 

promotional efforts.  

Moreover, the legal framework governing the establishment of Rural Development Programmes already now 

provides for possibilities to support co-operation, basic services, village renewal, and the local initiatives 

under LEADER. Finally, the Commission's initiative of an "EU Action for Smart Villages" which is currently 

being implemented also touches on aspects related to Smart Rural Tourism. 

D 

6 Mobility of Young 

Transport 

Entrepreneurs 4.0 

Proposed by Lara 

Comi 

GROW Proposed PP is fully covered by a legal base, the ideas are otherwise being addressed. The activities proposed 

are already implemented under the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Programme (http://www.erasmus-

entrepreneurs.eu/). 

C 

7 Promotion of 

domestic workers 

cooperatives and 

voucher service 

Proposed by Tania 

González Peñas 

EMPL The pilot project could be implemented. 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under title 04, for example as 

budget line number 04 03 77 XX. 

A 

8 Programme of de-

bureaucratisation 

and support to 

micro, small and 

medium enterprises 

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

GROW Cutting red tape to the benefit of SMEs is a shared responsibility between MS and EU. For the EU part, 

relevant actions that include direct measures and sharing of best practices among MS are already carried out 

in the context of the Better Regulation Agenda, the REFIT programme, the Start-up and Scale-Up Initiative, 

the Small Business Act (e.g. implementation of the 'Think Small First' principle), the SME Performance 

Review, the network of SME Envoys, the new legislative instrument on insolvency law, the new compliance 

package (Single Digital Gateway), the e-Government Action Plan (Once-only principle) and the on-going 

revision of Better Regulation toolbox. 

C 

9 Promoting locally 

sourced tourism in 

Europe 

Proposed by Maria 

GROW The actions proposed under this PP represent duplication of activities carried out under various other past and 

currently ongoing actions such as: the development and joint promotion of trans-national and trans-regional 

sustainable tourism products; cycling routes, pilgrimage routes, touristic trails building on local cultural and 

historical heritage. Through calls for proposals the Commission has already co-financed over 40 projects to 

D 
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Grapini, Enrico 

Gasbarra, Tania 

Gonzales Peñas, 

Dominique Riquet, 

Olga Sehnalová 

date, with the involvement of over 330 organisations.  

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tourism/offer_en 

In addition, the EDEN initiative also supports and gives visibility to locally sourced tourism at less-known 

destinations, encouraging them to adopt a sustainable destination management strategy 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tourism/offer/eden_en 

Finally,  the promotion aspect of the proposed project is already covered by the actions foreseen for joint 

promotion under COSME, such as enhancing the visibility of local and regional tourism both within and 

outside Europe  

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tourism/promoting-europe_en  

10 Promotion and 

incentive to the 

associativism of 

Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises  

Proposed by João 

Ferreira, Miguel 

Viegas, João Pimenta 

Lopes 

GROW The EU is already supporting through a large range of policies groups of specialised SMEs in clusters, where 

companies and other related supporting actors cooperate closely together in a particular location. This 

collaboration indeed enables that together SMEs can be more innovative, create more jobs and register more 

international trademarks and patents than they would alone. There are about 2000 statistical clusters in 

Europe. 38% of European jobs are based in such regional strongholds and SME participation in clusters leads 

to more innovation and growth. Our policies especially aim at bringing-up cluster dynamics, supporting 

cross-sectorial and trans-regional cluster collaboration, creating more world-class clusters across the EU and 

helping them to integrate global value-chains.  We do not support the creation of clusters as similar efforts 

have failed in the past. 

To facilitate the networking and collaboration of SMEs also at European level, we have– in addition to the 

Cluster Internationalisation Programme, the European Strategic Cluster Partnerships for smart specialisation 

investments and the European Cluster Collaboration Platform, which were already mentioned in the proposal 

– also the Thematic Smart Specialisation Platform for Industrial Modernisation 

(s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/industrial-modernisation)  and our cluster facilitated projects for new industrial 

value chains (INNOSUP-1) under Horizon2020 

(http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/innosup-01-2016-

2017.html ) .  

More detailed background information is available at the European Cluster Collaboration Platform 

https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/eu-initiatives, the EU cluster Portal at ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cluster/ 

and in the Smart Guide to cluster Policy available at  

http://ec.europa.eu/DocsRoom/documents/16903/attachments/1/translations/en/renditions/native  

 

D 

12 Support for the 

creation of 

handicrafts and 

regional products 

Proposed by João 

GROW The objectives of this action are already fulfilled through EU tourism policy initiatives currently implemented 

by the Commission aiming at supporting local and regional tourism products, local cultural and creative 

traditions and heritage, which produce a positive spill-over effect on local craftsmen and artisans of 

traditional local products and specialities. 

One example is the EDEN initiative, supporting local tourism at less-known destinations 

D 
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Pimenta Lopes https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tourism/offer/eden_en. 

Additionally, numerous projects co-financed under our calls for proposals highlight the support for local 

handicrafts and regional products. Some examples are:  

- the Project CERA-DEST - Ceramic destinations for sustainable tourism  

http://ec.europa.eu/DocsRoom/documents/6968/attachments/1/translations,  

- the Project TastyCheeseTOUR or the Project Taste of Trappists. Information on both and other projects: 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tourism/offer/sustainable/transnational-products_en. 

 

13 Support to SMEs for 

the adoption of 

Additive 

Manufacturing/3D 

printing technologies 

through the creation 

of an interactive 

platform connecting 

SMEs with European 

service providers and 

technologies 

Proposed by Dario 

Tamburrano 

RTD 

 

This Pilot Project proposal is covered by Erasmus+ legal base and falls under the 'Blueprint for Sectoral 

Cooperation in Additive Manufacturing' draft call 2018 for Sector Skills Alliances, to be published in October 

2017. 

This area has been also targeted by the Horizon 2020 legal base under the current Coordinated Support Action 

AM-motion (GA 723560; http://www.am-motion.eu/ ) which further develops a data base and on-line 

platform from another previous project (http://www.fofamproject.eu/database.html).  

C 

14 Targeted initiatives 

to promote women's 

entrepreneurship 

Proposed by FEMM 

Committee 

GROW The proposed PP is fully covered by a legal base and the ideas are otherwise being addressed. The activities 

proposed are already ongoing or under development: 

1/ Identify best practices to support women entrepreneurship based on case studies and roll them out at the 

European level.  Create opportunities for women to capitalise on their higher education achievement.  

->This will be done in 2018 by the COSME action "Peer-Learning activities in Entrepreneurship Education 

and in Women Entrepreneurship" (call to be launched soon), which will conduct pear-learning workshop on 

this very specific topic. 

2/ Develop flexible entrepreneurship trainings and make them available for women.  

-> The pear-learning workshops of the COSME project "Peer-Learning activities in Entrepreneurship 

Education and in Women Entrepreneurship" will also discuss specific women entrepreneurship training needs 

and we should wait for the outcome and recommendations of this project (2019). 

3/ Implement a targeted support and information campaign targeting women business owners and women 

entrepreneurs to encourage them to apply to the Access to risk finance and Innovation in SMEs sectors under 

the Horizon 2020 pillar on Industrial Leadership. 

-> The WEGATE platform is under development as a one-stop shop for information on access to finance for 

C 
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women, and will provide information on H2020 access to finance programmes, and other access to finance 

possibilities. 

4/ Undertake career counselling and media campaigns in support of women’s entrepreneurship, also reaching 

young girls.  

-> This activity has been conducted via the European Network of Women Entrepreneurship Ambassadors, 

and the network is currently being revamped via the WEGATE. 

5/ Organise a European women start-up and investor event, that gathers the best innovations, business ideas 

and academics, facilitating their sharing to benefit the digital breakthrough and finding new answers to grand 

societal challenges, ensuring a strong element of networking inbuilt into the event. It could for example have 

a similar format as the annual SLUSH (www.slush.org) event.  

-> Currently, the European Community of Women Business Angels (ECWBA) is being developed, which 

will already organise pitching events for women entrepreneurs. Once this community is developed, we could 

envisage the organisation of such a large-scale event, or side-event, in the context of start-up Europe. 

6/ Organise specific sessions designed for women entrepreneurs at major start-up and technology events. 

Implement a campaign to encourage and facilitate through complementary tickets, women’s participation in 

major European start-up and technology events providing them valuable experience, networks and 

information. 

-> The Organisation of such technology events would be organised in the framework of the existing WeHubs 

platform - wehubs.eu- which is the first community of business support organisations promoting female 

entrepreneurship in the digital sector. Women will be encouraged to attend such an event via WEGATE.  

15 Women in Trade: 

Collecting data on 

women 

enterpreneurship 

and female 

employment in 

exporting and 

importing firms in 

selected EU Member 

States 

Proposed by Alessia 

Mosca, Inmaculada 

Rodríguez Piñero  

TRADE The ideas of this proposed project partially overlap with recent and ongoing internal Commission activities. A 

comprehensive report quantifying the participation of women in extra-EU trade by sector, Member State and 

provided a series of key indicators, including quantifying the current gender gap has recently been  published 

(Please see at EUROPA website: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2017/june/tradoc_155632.pdf (placed 

under the dedicated site for Women and Trade event: 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/events/index.cfm?id=1632)) It is planned to continue this work in 2018 to 

possibly expand this analysis to other elements (e.g. wages).  

Some aspects of the project could be implemented provided it is redesigned and the scope of the proposal is 

defined in terms of: 

a) enterprises covered (what definition of women-owned/managed company would be used, and reason 

why; how representative would the study be in terms of size/type of companies?); 

b) geography (the description refers to interviews in "the selected Member States"; what would be the 

methodology of this selection?);  

c) trade agreements covered (how would they be selected or is it proposed to analyse the cumulative 

impact of the entirety of applied new and old generation FTAs? If the latter is the case, how will the 

specific effects be attributed to specific FTAs and their provisions?); 

d) the focus on identified regulatory areas (will the analysis look into the effects of specific FTA 

B 
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chapters / provisions; or would it assess cumulative effects? If the latter is the case, how will the 

specific effects be attributed to specific FTA provisions?). 

e) clarify whether such a study is novel/unique or relates/builds upon the research and findings made on 

(some of) the related aspects in reports already available from sources other than the International 

Trade Centre's (ITC) (e.g. WB, EOCD, EIB, EBRD, WTO, UNCTAD, Chatham House, etc) 

f) definition on which "barriers to trade faced by women entrepreneurs in the EU" are intended to be 

covered and clarification on how the study would aim to regard those barriers to trade that fall 

outside the competence of trade policy 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

“In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under Title 20 ‘Trade', for 

example as budget line number 20 02 77 XX” 

 

16 A new European 

marina: Innovative, 

Connected and 

Sustainable 

Proposed by 

Massimiliano Salini 

MARE The proposed pilot project aims to encourage a series of high-level actions to create a new European marina 

management model. However, the planned activities are already covered by the European Structural and 

Investment Funds. In particular, the European Maritime and Fisheries fund (EMFF) can provide under direct 

management support for the development of coastal and maritime tourism, for example for:   

 

- 'cross-sectoral cooperation platforms and networks' (Article 82a of Regulation 508/2014), such as the 

creation of forums and networks between marinas  

- 'support sustainable economic growth, employment, innovation and new technologies within emerging 

and prospective maritime sectors' (Article 82c of Regulation 508/2014) 

 

Member States are also able to support investments improving the infrastructure of fishing ports, including in 

the framework of marina developments, through their EMFF Operational Programmes.  

 

In addition to this, the EMFF integrated maritime projects provide funding possibilities related to the 'Blue 

economy' and the 'Blue Growth' concept, including the maritime tourism sector. An information day for 

future call for proposals will be held in Brussels in November 2017. 

(https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/save-date-9-november-2017-information-day-blue-growth-calls-under-

emff, https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/blue_growth_en) 

C 

17 Cir©Lean: Business-

enabling network for 

SMEs in the EU to 

utilize circular 

economy business 

opportunities 

GROW The project could be implemented as proposed. A 

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/save-date-9-november-2017-information-day-blue-growth-calls-under-emff
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/save-date-9-november-2017-information-day-blue-growth-calls-under-emff
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Proposed by Anneli 

Jäätteenmäki 

19 Effects of accessible 

tourism on the health 

of disabled people 

and on the economy 

of European 

countries 

Proposed by Nicola 

Caputo 

GROW The proposed PP represents a duplication of actions that have been already conducted by the Commission. A 

study on "ECONOMIC IMPACT AND TRAVEL PATTERNS OF ACCESSIBLE TOURISM IN EUROPE" 

was already carried out in 2014 

(ec.europa.eu/DocsRoom/documents/5566/attachments/1/translations/en/.../native). It aimed at collecting 

comprehensive and EU-wide data on the economic impact -both actual and potential- of travellers with 

special access needs on the EU tourism sector and the demand, travel behaviour, and patterns of travellers 

with special access needs in Europe. Furthermore, additional follow-up actions have already been carried out 

in this field, such as the support to the development of trans-national accessible tourism products as well as 

the creation of an on-line B2B platform aiming at matching the offer and demand of accessible tourism. 

D 

20 Enhancing 

internationalization 

capacity through 

European networks 

of SMEs 

Proposed by 

Massimiliano Salini - 

Patrizia Toia 

GROW SME internationalization remains a high priority for the Commission. Aggregation between SMEs from 

different EU Member States on specific internationalization objectives could bring additional effectiveness to 

the current efforts, based also on some positive experiences existing in some MS.  

In order to be implementable, the proposal would need to better specify the criteria for selecting the company 

networks and what type of support they would need as well as the mode of implementation and the possibility 

to use the Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) which is the support structure created by the Commission to 

increase the competitiveness of entrepreneurs and SMEs in the EU. 

B 

21 European 

Certificate: Getting 

Ready for Chinese 

Tourists 

Proposed by Andrey 

Novakov 

GROW The proposed activities of this Pilot Project overlap with the activities already being implemented under the 

currently ongoing Pilot Project "World Bridge Tourism" (BL 02.027719). More specifically, a series of 

support material and tutorials (webinars) are being produced in order to support EU tourism SMEs in 

presenting their offer to Chinese visitors, meeting their expectations which may be different to those of 

European travellers deriving from cultural differences. This is in preparation of the 2018 EU-China Tourism 

Year, but the material will be available beyond this landmark year. 

D 

22 EuropeMobility – 

Sustainable tourism 

and leisure travel 

based on the 

European Cycle 

Route Network  

Proposed by István 

Ujhelyi 

GROW Similar actions have already been carried out in the past. The European Commission supported with EU funds 

numerous projects promoting cycling tourism (including the coordination of the EuroVelo network and 

development of the www.eurovelo.com , as well as several projects supporting development of specific long 

distance cycling routes). The proposed pilot project's objectives are covered thus by these past actions and 

also by open calls for proposals to support development and promotion of thematic tourism products under 

the COSME programme. Projects promoting transnational cycling and outdoor tourism could apply to these 

calls for proposals when relevant. 

It should be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation is 

against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, equal 

treatment and non-discrimination. 

D 

25 Assessing alleged GROW The Commission believes that the project is partially implementable but needs to be re-designed:  

 
B 
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differences in the 

quality of products 

sold on the Single 

Market 

Proposed by IMCO 

 Taking into account the extensive size of requested research, the project should first focus on food 

products, as this raises most concerns in several MS.  

 The aim should be to compare the characteristics related to the quality of food products that are sold 

in the Single Market under the same brand, same packaging and with the use of other marketing 

texts. It should reveal how the quality of certain food products of the same brand differs between 

Member States. 

 The concerted investigation should be undertaken in at least a majority of Member States. Member 

States with a different size of population, different level of the Harmonised Indices of Consumer 

Prices and with a different geographical location should be proportionally represented. The final 

scope of the research and the methodology to be applied, including the choice of Member States and 

categories of food products, should be agreed between the representatives of the European 

Commission, consumer organisations and Members of the EU Parliament Committee on the Internal 

Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) in an inception meeting. 

 To ensure the success of the proposed project commitment from Member States' competent 

authorities and food industry to collaborate by providing the necessary information regarding 

ingredient lists and/or recipes of the concerned food products is paramount. If sampling of products, 

collecting labelling information, and laboratory testing shall be carried out, it would be the 

responsibility of the concerned institutions in the Member States and the food industry, respectively. 

 It should be noted that sensory attributes are very subjective and preferences differ between different 

markets. In addition, preference testing is very resource intensive; for these reasons the sensory 

testing should not be included in the project. If deemed necessary, laboratory testing for the 

verification of the correctness of label declarations would be restricted to nutrients (sugar, fat, salt, 

fibre, etc.) as testing for some ingredients (e.g. content of hazelnuts, cocoa mass, etc.) is difficult. 

26 Study on 

harmonising EU 

initiatives on 

corporate social 

responsibility 

through a 

comprehensive 

European legislation 

on corporate due 

diligence  

Proposed by Maria 

Arena, Alessia Mosca 

GROW The current context does not allow consideration of EU-level action or a preliminary study on the subject 

proposed by this pilot project. Legislation on Corporate due diligence is a matter that has been subject to 

legislative initiative on a very limited number of Member States so far. 

The position of the Commission is that it is not committed to take action for a comprehensive European 

legislation on corporate due diligence. The Commission position focuses currently on implementation of 

existing measures, in particular the directive on non-financial information. There is no readiness or maturity 

for a study to be carried out by the Commission, on the grounds also that, as said, only a very limited number 

of Member States has taken legislative initiative.  

D 

27 Industry 4 .0: 

entrepreneurship in 

Fashion Retail 

GROW The Commission already provides on its websites information to entrepreneurs (including the fashion retail 

sector) about digitalization and legislation requirements. 

Moreover, the Commission also supports partnerships and cooperation and uses innovative tools and digital 

D 
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Proposed by Daniele 

Viotti 

technologies. Under the call for proposals  on Design-Based Consumer Goods 

(https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/cos-design-2015-3-06-design-based-consumer-goods-ii) which aims, amongst 

others,  to promote cross-sectoral collaboration, use of design and creative solutions, including by use of 

digital technologies, and to mobilise a wide market uptake of new technologies and creative solutions by 

removing barriers to market penetration. So there are projects ongoing which look into aspects related to 

fashion retail. 

28 OREL - European 

system for limiting 

odometer fraud: fast-

track to 

roadworthiness in 

the EU  

Proposed by Andrey 

Novakov 

MOVE Since there is no legal base for the mandatory data exchange, the realization of the pilot project would require 

the voluntary participation of Member States; however we do not know if some MS would be ready to 

contribute.  

There is no existing Commission IT solution which could be re-used for the purpose of exchanging odometer 

data. Moreover, the creation of a new Commission application would be time-consuming and financially 

questionable. EUCARIS is not a Commission application and the Commission does not have any influence on 

the functioning of EUCARIS.  

Note that the collection of odometer data will become mandatory in the Member States from 20 May 2018, 

with related data becoming available gradually. Furthermore, the European Parliament is currently carrying 

out a study on odometer fraud, whose results should be taken into account in order to optimize the 

implementation of the Pilot. 

Consequently the Pilot Project would seem difficult to implement. A less ambitious but more useful plan 

could be to aim for an assessment/ feasibility study/technical business analysis as a follow-up to the 

feasibility study prepared in 2014 for the vehicle information platform.   Such a Pilot Project- could be useful 

for COM in order to further explore possible technical solutions and define the details for the future data 

exchange. It could be used as an input for a potential amendment of the roadworthiness Directive.  

“In terms of MFF budget heading and budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be placed under 

Title 6 ‘Mobility and transport', for example as budget line number 06 02 77 XX.” 

B 

29 Setting-up of a rapid 

alert system 

identifying new 

practices: developing 

a database recording 

all types of 

misleading 

marketing practices  

Proposed by IMCO 

JUST The Commission lacks direct enforcement powers to assess to what extent each of the identified practices is 

in breach of Directive 2006/114/EC concerning misleading and comparative advertising (the "MCAD"). In 

this context, the Commission considers that it would be untimely and burdensome to invest in the creation of 

a centralised EC database for the collection of practices which the European Commission itself has no direct 

power to qualify as misleading.  

Note that the Commission will launch, by the end of this year, and as announced in the recent Fitness Check 

Report, a revamped "Consumer Law Database", which covers also the MCAD. That database has precisely 

the purpose of steadily collecting main administrative and judicial decisions taken by relevant national 

authorities when enforcing (amongst others) the MCAD. The revamped Consumer Law Database will be part 

of the wider e-Justice Portal, which the Member States are helping to keep constantly up-to-date.  

C 

32 Bringing e-learning 

tools and digital 

skills for 

EMPL Entrepreneurship and sense of initiative competence have been established as a key competence in the 

“Recommendation 2006/962/EC on key competences for lifelong learning”. Development of entrepreneurship 

competence has been further supported by the EU through the development of the EU Entrepreneurship 

C 
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entrepreneurship to 

hearing-impaired 

and visually-

impaired citizens 

Proposed by IMCO 

Competence Framework (EntreComp) published in June 2016. The Commission is working actively to 

support use of the framework as a tool to foster entrepreneurship competence in all sectors and settings.  

The EU Digital Competence Framework has been in place since 2015 and has become established as a well-

regarded tool for supporting the understanding and development of digital skills.  

Finally, the New Skills Agenda for Europe, COM(2016) 381, foresees a revision of the Key Competences 

Framework, in which special attention will be paid to promoting entrepreneurial mind-sets and also foresees 

measures to boost digital skills.  

Funding for both entrepreneurial and digital skills is already available under the Erasmus+ programme 

Accessibility concerns are mainstreamed into the programme as per recital 7 of the Erasmus + Regulation 

1288/2013 'There is a need to widen access for members of disadvantaged and vulnerable groups and 

actively to address the special learning needs of people with disabilities in the implementation of the 

Programme'.  

33 Consequences of 

reductions in welfare 

benefits 

Proposed by João 

Pimenta Lopes 

EMPL The pilot project would overlap with previous analytical work: 

 ESDE 2016 - Chapter 1: Convergence and divergence in the E(M)U and the role of employment and 

social policies1  

 Different Social Situation Monitor's research notes2 

 Two studies on:  

1)  The impact of in-work benefits on employment and poverty: a microsimulation study;   

2)  Analysis of the distributional aspects of consumption and of a VAT reform on reduced rates for 

public goods and services based on available microdata. 

 Two Commission benchmarking papers on: 

1) Benchmarking discussion paper on unemployment benefits and active labour market policies 

(ALMPs) 

2) Benchmarking in the area of minimum income 

 The OECD Tax-Benefit models founded by DG EMPL3 

 EUROMOD founded by DG EMPL, including country specific analyses on tax and benefits 

reforms.4 

C 

                                                 
1 http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=738&langId=en&pubId=7952&visible=0& 
2 http://ec.europa.eu/social/keyDocuments.jsp?policyArea=&type=0&country=0&year=0&advSearchKey=ssonotes&mode=advancedSubmit&langId=en 
3 http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1143&intPageId=3197&langId=en 
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34 Defining and 

improving the 

conditions of the self-

employed in the EU 

Proposed by Paloma 

López Bermejo 

EMPL The Commission provides support and information to the self-employed mainly through,  

(a) Your Europe Business Portal (http://europa.eu/youreurope/business/index_en.htm). This provides 

entrepreneurs with information and interactive services that help them expand their business abroad;  

(b) Enterprise Europe Network (http://een.ec.europa.eu/) helps SMEs and entrepreneurs access market 

information, overcome legal obstacles, and find potential business partners across Europe 

C 

35 Effects on families 

and on the exercise of 

parenting 

phenomena such as 

increased poverty 

Proposed by FEMM 

EMPL The European Commission has already conducted studies in this area.  

 The Synthesis Report on the "Impact of the economic crisis on the situation of women and men and 

on gender equality policies" published in 2013 gives a broad overview of how families have been 

affected by the economic crisis.  

 The European Social Protection Network's study on Social Investment in Europe analyses social 

policies related to early childhood development and the participation of parents in the labour market 

in the Member States. 

C 

36 Empowering Girls in 

Europe 

Proposed by Beatriz 

Becerra, Rosa Estaràs 

Ferragut 

JUST The proposed PP would overlap with projects currently funded under the gender equality strand of the Rights, 

Equality and Citizenship programme, which are aimed at tackling stereotypes and overcoming segregation in 

education and training.  

Those projects can be found under the following link:  

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/calls/2015_action_grants/just_2015_rgen_ag_role_en.htm 

Note that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation is against the basic 

principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, equal treatment and 

non-discrimination. 

C 

37 Health and Safety 

Impacts of Working 

Conditions to 

airplane cabin crews 

Proposed by Pimenta 

Lopes, João 

EMPL The risks described in this project are fully covered by the Directive 89/391 (OSH "Framework Directive").  

This Directive aims to establish an equal level of safety and health for the benefit of all workers (the only 

exceptions are domestic workers and certain public and military services). It obliges employers to take 

appropriate preventive measures to make work safer and healthier and introduces as a key element the 

principle of risk assessment and defines its main elements (e.g. hazard identification, worker participation, 

introduction of adequate measures with the priority of eliminating risk at source, documentation and 

periodical re-assessment of workplace hazards). Changes in working conditions as described in the pilot 

project should be fully taken account for under the general obligations set by the Framework Directive.  

These principles have been recently confirmed by the Commission in its Communication "Safer and Healthier 

Work for All" (COM(2017)12). An accompanying guidance document (SWD(2017) 9 final) clarifies 

employers' obligations related to risk assessment and addresses specifically challenges with regard to 

C 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
4 https://www.euromod.ac.uk/publications 

http://europa.eu/youreurope/business/index_en.htm
http://een.ec.europa.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/calls/2015_action_grants/just_2015_rgen_ag_role_en.htm
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psychosocial risks. 

Furthermore, some specific OSH directives address risks mentioned in the pilot project, namely: Directive 

2013/59/Euratom - protection against ionising radiation, Directive 2003/10/EC – noise, Directive 2002/44/EC 

– vibration, Directive 2004/37/EC - carcinogens or mutagens at work, Directive 98/24/EC - risks related to 

chemical agents at work. 

38 Improving the labour 

future of workers in 

Small and medium 

companies of coal 

sector 

Proposed by Estefanía 

Torres Martínez, 

Xabier Benito Ziluaga, 

Tania González Peñas 

EMPL The Erasmus+ programme, and in particular the Sector Skills Alliances (Key Action 2), already provides 

financial support to identify future skills needs from a sectoral approach (Lot 1) as well as to develop or 

update vocational education and training content if necessary (Lot 2).  

Also, Lot 3 of the Sector Skills Alliances (supporting the Blueprint for Sectoral cooperation on Skills) 

provides for a comprehensive sectoral approach to address current and emerging skills needs and will cover 

green technologies and renewables energies in the future. Erasmus+ Strategic Partnerships provide 

opportunities for a wide variety of public, private, and non-governmental organisations to implement a broad 

range of activities including, for example, promoting the development, testing, and implementation of 

innovative practices (e.g. in vocational education and training) and promoting the recognition and validation 

of knowledge, skills, and competences. 

In addition, the pilot project would partly overlap with ongoing initiatives: 

 The Commission adopted in 2016 a Communication on Clean Energy for All Europeans 

(COM(2016) 860 final), which states that it will examine how to better support the transition in coal 

and carbon-intensive regions. To this end, the Commission will work in partnership with the actors 

of these regions, provide guidance, in particular for the access to and use of available funds and 

programmes, and encourage exchange of good practices, including discussions on industrial 

roadmaps and re-skilling needs, through targeted platforms. 

 More generally, the Commission will provide platforms for sectors and workers to adapt skills to the 

needs of clean energy transition. Based on the experience with first pilot schemes under the Skills 

Agenda for Europe40 for the automotive and maritime technology sectors, the Commission will roll 

out new Blueprints for Sectoral Cooperation on Skills within the area of renewable energy and for 

the construction sector with a focus on low carbon technologies. 

 The Commission has also launched a Platform on Coal Regions in Transition (DG ENER). The 

platform will bring together, on a regular basis, key actors from local, regional, national and EU 

level, including decision-makers, trade unions, civil society and industry. Through this Platform the 

Commission will facilitate the transition towards low-carbon economy by assisting coal mining 

regions in pursuing attractive alternative growth strategies, including the adaptation of the 

workforce. The MS targeted by the initiative are similar to those proposed for the pilot project, with 

the exception of Luxembourg: Poland, Germany, Czech Republic, Croatia, Bulgaria, Slovakia, Spain 

and Romania.  

C 
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39 Increasing access of 

informal carers to 

the labour market 

through the 

validation of the 

skills gained during 

periods of caring 

Proposed by EMPL 

EMPL The pilot project could be implemented providing further clarifications are provided on the following aspects: 

 The target group should be more clearly defined. The text refers to "carers" in general with a 

particular focus on parents and carers of special needs children. The project could be more concrete 

on the types of skills that are concerned by the validation. 

 The project suggests initial mapping of initiatives in a few European regions suggested by experts. 

There should be further clarification on the criteria on which experts should make their suggestions. 

The project refers to negotiations with employee organisations, but does not refer to employers, 

which would be essential when referring to the relevance of skills needs. 

B 

40 Metastatic cancer 

and the workplace: 

tackling the lack of 

data 

Proposed by EMPL 

SANTE 

 

The proposed action refers to the relation between cancer and workplace taking the case of breast cancer. 

There is an EU framework on occupational diseases in which breast cancer is not considered as an 

occupational disease.  

In addition, the approach to the necessary data to implement such a project does not say much on the sources 

to be used and does not describe any potential correlation method between risk factors and metastatic cancers. 

D 

41 Monitoring Job 

quality as a tool to 

ensure sustainable 

and inclusive growth 

as well as Europe's 

competitiveness 

Proposed by EMPL 

EMPL The pilot project largely overlaps with activities undertaken by Eurofound as part of their monitoring of 

"sustainable work". Eurofound’s 2015 concept paper on sustainable work identifies two elements, which are 

linked to making work sustainable: the different dimensions of job quality and the circumstances and 

characteristics of the individual.  

Moreover in the current Work-Programme Eurofound explores possibilities for developing indicators, which 

would encompass both elements and ways to analyse progress towards achieving sustainable work with the 

help of scoreboards/data sets. In 2019, these attempts to measure sustainable work will be further developed. 

Pilot projects cannot be used to add staff or resources to EU agencies. As the actions clearly fall within the 

mandate of the Agency, they are covered by Agency’s founding Regulation. 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

C 

42 Participatory 

Diversity 

Management 

Certification 

Proposed by Brando 

Benifei 

JUST Most of the activities proposed in the pilot project, i.e. supporting organisations in their diversity policies 

belong directly to the work of national Diversity Charters are already being implemented by the Commission 

through the project of the EU Platform of Diversity Charters. 

For information, this project is run by the European Commission in close co-operation with the national 

Diversity Charters. The "EU Platform of Diversity Charters" since 2010 has also clearly shown that, due to 

the huge variety of dimensions, sectors, settings, and socio-economic contexts, the wide variety of 

"diversities" between companies (in private and public sectors) in the Member States, the creation of an EU 

wide assessment tool is not appropriate and feasible. Some activities in particular are not feasible, including 

the "European Diversity Management certification process": there are no legal EU requirements for 

D 
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companies to commit to diversity management (Diversity Charters are voluntary initiatives), nor auditing the 

companies on their diversity policies. Any EU certification would imply that the requirements are set at the 

EU level and could not be defined at the organisation level, which is actually suggested in the Pilot ("active 

involvement of institutions and companies in the process of defining organisation specific DM objectives and 

certification criteria"). 

Finally, the "on-site diversity management tutors" would require diversity experts to be on the spot in each 

company, which is unmanageable at the EU level and anyhow is a "service" to be implemented through 

services contracts, not a call for grants.  

 

43 Identification and 

dissemination of 

good practices on co-

responsability 

between men and 

women in the hotel 

and catering sector 

within medium and 

small companies in 

Europe 

Proposed by Tania 

González Peñas 

EMPL The Commission adopted on 26 April 2017 the European Pillar of Social Rights, which sets out the right to 

suitable leave, flexible working arrangements and access to care services for parents and people with caring 

responsibilities. It equally expresses the principle of equal access to special leave of absence for care, 

encouraging a balanced use of such leave between women and men. 

The Commission also adopted on 26 April a Work-Life Balance initiative http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?qid=1494930128433&uri=CELEX:52017DC0252, which takes into account the 

developments in society over the past decade in order to enable parents and other people with caring 

responsibilities to better balance their work and family lives and to encourage a better sharing of caring 

responsibilities between women and men. The initiative aims at modernising the existing EU legal framework 

in the area of family-related leaves and flexible working arrangements. The proposal for a Directive on Work-

Life Balance for Parents and Carers includes: 

 The introduction of paternity leave. Fathers/second parents will be able to take at least 10 working 

days of paternity leave around the time of birth of the child, compensated at least at the level of sick 

pay. 

 The strengthening of parental leave by making the 4 months period compensated at least at sick pay 

level and non-transferable from a parent to another. Parents will also have the right to request to take 

leave in a flexible way (part-time or in a piecemeal way) and the age of the child up to which parents 

can take leave will be increased from 8 to 12 years old. 

 The introduction of carers' leave for workers caring for seriously ill or dependent relatives. Working 

carers will be able to take 5 days per year, compensated at least at sick pay level. 

 The extension of the right to request flexible working arrangements (reduced working hours, flexible 

working hours and flexibility in place of work) to all working parents of children up to 12 and carers 

with dependent relatives. 

As regards the use of chemicals or ergonomic problems, the promotion of workplace health, in particular for 

the prevention of muscular-skeletal disorders, will be covered by EU-OSHA in the forthcoming campaign in 

2020-2021. The Commission is also committed to further improve the protection of workers against the risks 

resulting from the exposure to carcinogens at work and has already proposed the revision of the Carcinogens 

C 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1494930128433&uri=CELEX:52017DC0252
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1494930128433&uri=CELEX:52017DC0252
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and Mutagens Directive to extend the list of substances. 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

44 Recognition of 

informal skills in 

transport and logistic 

enterprises 

Proposed by Mara 

Bizzotto 

EMPL Under the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, there is no provision for recognising skills at EU 

level. 

The Council Recommendation of 20 December 2012 on the validation of non-formal and informal learning 

already provides a basis for developing validation arrangements at national level. 

The Erasmus+ programme and in particular the Sector Skills Alliances (Key Action 2), already provides 

financial support to assess the relevance of current professional profiles and identify future skills needs from a 

sectoral approach (Lot 1). 

C 

45 Skin cancer by solar 

UV in outdoor 

workers: the 

neglected 

occupational threat 

Proposed by EMPL 

SANTE/EMPL The Health Programme (2007-2013) has supported at least two main actions on the same field proposed: 

EUROSUN (Measuring the exposure of individuals and populations in Europe to UV radiation by using the 

data of meteorological satellites - http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/projects/database.html?prjno=2006320 ) and 

EPIDERM (European Prevention Initiative for Dermatological Malignancies - 

http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/projects/database/database_new.inc.data.2007101.pdf). FP6 has also supported a 

project, EUROSKIN (European network of skin cancer prevention). The proposed action does not provide 

any new output and results and would be redundant in relation to previous projects in the field. 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

D 

46 Social inclusion of 

children and 

youngsters deprived 

of parental care 

Proposed by Belder 

Bastiaan 

EMPL The Commission supports the transition from institutional to community-based care through the use of EU 

Structural Funds to co-finance interventions for de-institutionalisation. Several seminars have been organised 

in the Member States most concerned (HU, BG, RO, SK, SI, CZ, EE, LV, LT, PL) with a view to support the 

process.  

The Investing in Children Recommendation played an important role in focussing an integrated approach in 

dealing with the Social inclusion of children and youngsters and in the negotiations of the new 2014-2020 

European Structural and Investment Funds programming. It provides further possibilities for enhancing the 

process of de-institutionalisation especially via the ex-ante conditionality rule on de-institutionalisation, 

which encourages the shift to community-based care by promoting investments in small scale community-

type services that provide the basic conditions for independent living. 

It was successfully used as lever to strengthen the funding possibilities for children and their families in the 

European Social Fund (ESF) and European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). A new element as 

compared to the previous programming periods is that 25.6% of the total ESF allocation of EUR 86.4 billion 

C 

http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/projects/database/database_new.inc.data.2007101.pdf
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is earmarked for social inclusion measures, which can include measures for access to childcare; moreover, 

EUR 8 billion is set aside for measures tackling early school leaving. Thanks to the Recommendation there is 

a stronger focus in programming on issues such as Early childhood education and cared (ECEC) and 

alternative community-based care.  

Under the ERDF, EUR 10.7 billion are planned for measures promoting social inclusion and combating 

poverty, while approximately EUR 5.9 billion are planned for investment in education infrastructure. 

Moreover, EUR 4 billion of the new Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived (FEAD) can be used to 

address the specific emergency needs of families with children in precarious situations that are exposed to 

material deprivation. A strong point of the FEAD is the built in cooperation with the NGOs.  

On violence against children, in 2015, the Commission published a study entitled "Evaluation of legislation, 

policy and practice on child participation in the EU", which identifies good practice examples at local, 

municipal, and city level, for instance in the area of schools, care settings and town planning. It shows that 

child participation can really tackle everyday life issues with tangible and measurable results. 

47 Study for the 

identification of 

regions and 

collectives and 

preparation of 

teaching materials 

for a Pilot project to 

undertake a 

vocational training 

initiative for 

requalifying workers 

in the European coal 

mines  

Proposed by Estefanía 

Torres Martínez, 

Xabier Benito Ziluaga, 

Tania González Peñas 

EMPL The Erasmus+ programme and in particular the Sector Skills Alliances (Key Action 2), already provides 

financial support to identify future skills needs from a sectoral approach (Lot 1) as well as to develop 

curricula for VET qualifications if necessary (Lot 2). 

C 

49 The impact of 

precarious 

employment in the 

safety and health of 

all workers 

Proposed by Pimenta 

Lopes, João 

EMPL The EU OSHA Agency already provides a wealth of information and practical help on identifying, preventing 

and managing psychosocial risks and work-related stresss: https://osha.europa.eu/en/themes/psychosocial-

risks-and-stress  

As regards vulnerable groups, the EU-OSHA Healthy Workplaces Campaign 2018-19 will focus on 

dangerous substances, with the aim of raising awareness and promoting a prevention culture in workplaces 

across the EU, as well as targeting specific groups of workers such as women; migrant workers; young 

people; workers at increased risk because of the sector or job they work in; temporary workers and workers in 

C 

https://osha.europa.eu/en/tools-and-publications/e-guide-managing-stress-and-psychosocial-risks
https://osha.europa.eu/en/tools-and-publications/e-guide-managing-stress-and-psychosocial-risks
https://osha.europa.eu/en/themes/psychosocial-risks-and-stress
https://osha.europa.eu/en/themes/psychosocial-risks-and-stress
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the informal economy: https://osha.europa.eu/en/healthy-workplaces-campaigns/future-campaigns  

In addition to further raise awareness about the need to ensure that vulnerable groups are provided with the 

necessary protection, the Occupational Health and Safety Authority (OHSA-MT) organized on 26-27 April 

2017 an OHS Tripartite Conference which addressed the challenges and risks faced by vulnerable workers: 

https://www.eu2017.mt/en/Events/Pages/OHSA%E2%80%93Tripartite-Conference-on-OHS.aspx  

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

50 The labour market of 

the future: labour 

rights in the 

collaborative 

economy 

Proposed by Anneleen 

Van Bossuyt 

EMPL The European Pillar of Social Rights, adopted by the Commission on 26 April 2017, sets out the right to fair 

and equal treatment for workers regarding working conditions, access to social protection and training, 

regardless of the type and duration of the employment relationship.  

The Pillar also sets the principles of fostering transitions towards open-ended forms of employment and that 

of preventing employment relationships that lead to precarious working conditions, including by prohibiting 

abuse of atypical contracts. The Pillar also sets out the right to transfer social protection and training 

entitlements during professional transitions.  

The right to adequate social protection is foreseen regardless of the type and duration of employment 

relationship, including for the self-employed, under comparable conditions.  

On 26 April 2017, the Commission launched a consultation of the Social Partners to collect their views on the 

possible direction of an EU action to ensure that people in all forms of employment have adequate access to 

social protection and employment services.  

C 

51 Training Programme 

for Employers on 

Chronic Pain and 

Brain related health 

Conditions 

Management  

Proposed by EMPL 

EMPL The pilot project proposes a Training Programme for Employers on Chronic Pain and Brain related health 

Conditions Management. 

This would overlap with the Health Programme project "e-capacit8", which has already produced online 

training material in 13 languages to strengthen occupational health professionals' capacities to improve the 

health of the ageing workforces: http://e-capacit8.eu/  

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

C 

52 Dual system and 

training on the job to 

foster employment 

and growth and to 

improve 

EMPL The Erasmus+ programme and, in particular, the Sector Skills Alliances (Key Action 2), already provides 

financial support to identify future skills needs from a sectorial approach (Lot 1) as well as to develop 

curricula for VET qualifications if necessary (Lot 2). Moreover, Lot 3 of the Sector Skills Alliances (Sectorial 

Blueprint launched within the Skills Agenda), also provides for a comprehensive sectorial approach that may 

include measures such as raising the attractiveness of the sector. 

C 

https://osha.europa.eu/en/healthy-workplaces-campaigns/future-campaigns
https://www.eu2017.mt/en/Events/Pages/OHSA%E2%80%93Tripartite-Conference-on-OHS.aspx
http://e-capacit8.eu/
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attractiveness of the 

transport and logistic 

sector for young 

generations with 

special regards to 

gender balance. 

Proposed by S&D 

As regards attractiveness for VET, Apprenticeships and the dual training system, the annual European 

Vocational Skills Week is an ideal vehicle for the transport and logistic sector to engage in, with the aim of 

raising the attractiveness of job opportunities and apprenticeship offers for the young.  

On mobility of apprentices from 20 secondary schools to companies involved in the project, this can already 

be accomplished through regular applications to Erasmus+ Key Action 1 mobility projects. 

53 For the promotion of 

workplace health, in 

particular for the 

prevention of 

muscular-skeletal 

disorders 

Proposed by FEMM 

EMPL Muscular-skeletal disorders (MSDs) are already covered by several pieces of EU legislation: the general OSH 

"Framework" Directive 89/391 and the directives covering the following topics: the manual handling of loads, 

work equipment, minimum standards for work places and work with (computer) display screens.  

In addition, EU-OSHA monitors the incidence, causes and prevention of MSDs. EU-OSHA also supports the 

sharing of good practices among Member States: https://osha.europa.eu/en/themes/musculoskeletal-disorders 

In addition, as announced in the EU-OSHA's exchange of views with the EMPL Committee in the EP on 27 

February 2017 

(http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/EMPL/DV/2017/02-

27/OSHA_2017_note_final.en.pdf) EU-OSHA will initiate a major activity on musculoskeletal disorders in 

2017 that as a first step will provide a comprehensive analysis of the prevalence, causes and costs of MSD.  

The Agency will identify the most effective instruments, interventions, guidance and tools and share and raise 

awareness about them. Key stakeholders have shown great interest in this topic and for this reason, the 

Agency will organise the work in such a way so as to make available the first findings already at an early 

stage. EU-OSHA’s Governing Board has selected prevention from MSDs as the topic for the Healthy 

Workplaces Campaign 2020-2021. It is expected that the information produced in the context of this activity 

will support the development of the campaign.  

C 

54 The implementation 

of an online 

information portal to 

develop youth 

employment: an 

online guide with 

career opportunities 

for young European 

citizens 

Proposed by Lara 

Comi, Remo 

Sernagiotto 

EMPL The European Youth Portal offers European and national information and opportunities of interest to young 

people living, learning and working in Europe. Besides, Eures, the European Job mobility platform, helps 

jobseekers to move abroad by finding a job in Europe. 

C 

https://osha.europa.eu/en/tools-and-publications/publications/reports/TERO09009ENC/view
https://osha.europa.eu/en/tools-and-publications/publications/factsheets/78/view
https://osha.europa.eu/en/themes/musculoskeletal-disorders
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/EMPL/DV/2017/02-27/OSHA_2017_note_final.en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/EMPL/DV/2017/02-27/OSHA_2017_note_final.en.pdf
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59 Blockchain 

Platforms for Energy 

Value Transfer 

Proposed by Eva Kaili 

MOVE The formulation of this proposal does not allow having a fully clear understanding of its scope of application.  

The Commission believes that it is necessary to develop further research in the field of potential application 

of blockchain in transport and its relevant business cases.  To that purpose, a topic has been included (and 

approved by Member States representatives) in the H2020 2018-20 Work programme (ref: MG2.7-2019). We 

suggested that this pilot project can be re-proposed after the first results of this research (thus FP9) will be 

available and exploited. Hence at this stage the Commission could not support the funding of this project. 

C 

60 Collective 

Knowledge Harbours 

Proposed by Eva Kaili  

CNECT The actions relating to aspects of the pilot project could be covered under the following actions: 

 H2020 MG-7-3-2017: The Port of the future which relates to smart urban development of Port Cities 

including identification of interoperable ICT systems to improve the level of integration among all 

actors (Port Authorities, terminal operators, shipping companies, customs, security forces, city 

authorities, etc.) and facilitate critical decision-making by the implementation of new port concepts, 

new management models, and innovative design, engineering, construction and operation 

technologies solutions for full customer, stakeholder and citizen satisfaction;  

 The on-going project under H2020/ISSI-3-2015 - Knowledge Sharing Platform: 

http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/203169_en.html.  

This call would to some extent ensure the consistent exploitation of the outcomes of the various projects, 

promote cross-fertilisation and synergies, exchange best-practices and lessons learned.  

In addition, while the idea of bringing digital technology into smaller environments and smarten them up with 

new innovative services is desirable, it is hard to understand what this project concretely adds in terms of 

digital social transformation of small harbours or marinas. The proposal leaves many conceptual questions 

unanswered relating to basic infrastructure, broadband availability and technical and user services to be 

offered and what exact role users play. It appears to contain an inherent contradiction regarding the high level 

of initial investment required and the suggestion that this can be overcome by use of basic infrastructure 

combined with crowd-sourcing of data. There is a high risk that a common European approach may not 

deliver what the different local communities need; hence such challenges are better addressed at local level 

(subsidiarity), perhaps through regional funds. Considering the long time frame to implement projects of this 

nature, commercial developments may supersede any public intervention. Finally the data-driven approach 

needs careful consideration of privacy and security issues, notably in the context of the GDPR and may be 

overtaken by grassroots approaches which flexibly put systems in place.  

C 

61 Education of pupils 

in EU on 'sustainable 

mobility culture' 

Proposed by 

Greens/EFA + Bas 

Eickhout 

EAC The content of school curricula falls under the competence of Member States. The Commission is currently 

reviewing the EU Key Competences Framework. Possible changes to how sustainability is dealt with in the 

framework are one of the issues considered in the review and public consultation. Specific implementing 

measures fall under Member State competence. Projects looking at the exchange of good practice such as the 

one proposed in this project are fully eligible for funding under the Erasmus + programme (KA2 Strategic 

Partnerships; these projects allow for a wide range of activities and a diverse partnership. They are subject to 

the regular annual call for proposals). 

C 

62 Automatic MOVE Automatic data collection and processing cannot replace expert's analysis and judgement. Furthermore, D 

http://cordis.europa.eu/programme/rcn/665146_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/203169_en.html
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Digitalization and 

Analysis of Road 

Accidents 

Proposed by Ivo Belet, 

Wim van de Camp 

automated data collection cannot contribute to rapid reaction after an accident (rapid reaction is more linked 

to the time of access of emergency services). Finally, it is difficult to envisage the imposition of a common 

system for the automatic digitalization and analysis of road accidents across the EU. According to the Treaty 

the EU has no competence in this field. 

63 Deployment of the 

European GNSS for 

the toll systems of 

Member States 

Proposed by Evžen 

Tošenovský 

GROW  GSA already conducted analysis on the advantages of GNSS, and of EGNSS in particular, for road user 

charging (building also on FP7 projects on the subject, that conducted pilot projects, such as GINA, 

GNSSmeter); this analysis includes the benefits, the current adoption status in Europe and the upcoming 

initiatives by MS. The GSA is providing a regular update in the GNSS Market Report (last one published 

in May 2017 https://www.gsa.europa.eu/market/market-report ) and also published an ad hoc document, 

including the main finding of the analysis, tailored to the Road tolling 

community:  https://www.gsa.europa.eu/system/files/documents/ruc-brochure.pdf 

 GSA provided a technical paper explaining the benefits of EGNSS to Member States schemes which 

have recently emerged (e.g. Belgium, Bulgaria, etc.), organising also ad hoc workshops. The GSA even 

developed a Cost Benefit Analysis tool, that was made available to Member states or Toll charger. As a 

result, most of the road tolling schemes in Europe for trucks are compatible with European GNSS. 

 GSA is also actively promoting the benefits of European GNSS for road user charging with the tolling 

community, informing regularly the toll charger, the public authorities and members states and also the 

industry who provides the solutions. As an example, GSA participate with panels, presentations, etc. at 

the ASECAP days (motorway operators annual event) and at the User Charging Conference that attracts 

public authorities interested to introduce tolling and the industry providing solutions. See, for example: 

https://www.gsa.europa.eu/news/gsa-promotes-gnss-road-user-charging 

http://www.roaduserchargingmagazine.co.uk/new-report-emphasises-egnss-role-in-road-user-charging/ 

http://gpsworld.com/expert-advice-galileo-egnos-open-europes-road-ahead/ 

https://www.gsa.europa.eu/news/slovakia-s-satellite-tolling-system-receives-international-recognition 

https://www.gsa.europa.eu/news/new-publication-highlights-role-egnss-road-user-charging 

 

D 

64 Feasibility study for 

developing a EU pre-

check system at 

airports 

Proposed by Pavel 

Telička 

MOVE The project could be implementable provided it is redesigned on: 1) privacy by design, 2) checkpoint layouts 

and 3) less intrusive more effective technologies. 

 

A pre-check tool might contribute to facilitation of certain group of passengers (e.g. frequent travellers), but 

would not strengthen as such the system of one stop security.   

As the EU has very strong data protection and privacy legislation, consultations with data protection 

authorities including in depth analysis of data transfers to 3rd countries shall be considered from the very 

beginning ("privacy by design").   

 

Rather than focusing only on the question of pre-check systems from which only a narrow group of travellers 

would benefit, the pilot project might be extended to also focus on security checkpoint design/layout at 

airports (available research projects could be used -  as numerous projects in the past confirmed that re-

B 

https://www.gsa.europa.eu/system/files/documents/ruc-brochure.pdf
https://www.gsa.europa.eu/news/gsa-promotes-gnss-road-user-charging
http://www.roaduserchargingmagazine.co.uk/new-report-emphasises-egnss-role-in-road-user-charging/
http://gpsworld.com/expert-advice-galileo-egnos-open-europes-road-ahead/
https://www.gsa.europa.eu/news/slovakia-s-satellite-tolling-system-receives-international-recognition
https://www.gsa.europa.eu/news/new-publication-highlights-role-egnss-road-user-charging
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designing layouts of airports has a potential to improve the throughput), and the potential of accelerating the 

deployment of next generation ('more effective, and less intrusive') equipment i.e. investing into new 

technologies and trials. 

66 Freight delivery real 

time tracking 

Proposed by Dario 

Tamburrano, Daniela 

Aiuto 

MOVE The current 2016-2017 transport Work Programme for Horizon 2020 contains the topics listed below which 

already address the proposed scope for this project: 

See European Commission Decision C(2017)2468 of 24 April 2017 

MG5.2-2017: "Innovative ICT solutions for future logistics operations" 

MG5.4-2017: "Potential of the physical internet" 

MG5.1-2016: "Networked and efficient logistics clusters" together fully cover the issues addressed in the 

Pilot Project proposal.  

C 

67 Human behaviour of 

autonomous driving 

Proposed by Inés 

Ayala Sender 

MOVE The project could be implementable provided it is redesigned to become a study with a budget of 200.000 € 

(approx. 200 days of expert consultant work), so as to evaluate all aspects of human behaviour in relation to 

autonomous driving. Particular focus to be put on driving licence, in order to identify potential needs for 

revision of the legislation in force. 

The study would focus on the consequences of the deployment of driver assistance systems and automated 

driving functions and the potential need for regulatory change as concerns  two areas: driver training and 

testing (for both general driving population and professional drivers) and the traffic rules and behaviour in 

relation to all users (drivers but also pedestrian, cyclists and motorcyclists). 

B 

68 Improving EU road 

safety through local 

and regional level 

actions 

Proposed by Olga 

Sehnalová 

MOVE The proposal is in itself implementable. There is currently no legal basis to organize a EU-wide information 

and awareness campaign at local / regional level, which because of subsidiarity is better designed and 

implemented closer to the citizen, due to social and cultural specificities which cannot be properly addressed 

at EU level. The proposed action partly overlaps with Pilot project proposal number 70. For sake of 

simplicity, it is proposed that these two projects are merged into one. 

C 

69 Open Source Electric 

Nautical Vehicles 

Proposed by Dario 

Tamburrano, Daniela 

Aiuto 

MOVE The pilot project aims to create an open source platform of exchange for SMEs, stakeholders to be able to 

share basic schematics and parts to self-build and/or to repair electric engines for vessels.  

The activities of the pilot project could be covered by the European Maritime and Fisheries fund (EMFF) 

which can provide under direct management support for sustainable economic growth, employment, 

innovation and new technologies within emerging and prospective maritime sectors' (Article 82c of 

Regulation 508/2014). 

In addition to this, the EMFF integrated maritime projects provide funding possibilities related to the 'Blue 

economy' and the 'Blue Growth' concept, including the coastal and maritime tourism sector. An information 

day for future call for proposals will be held in Brussels in November 2017. 

(https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/save-date-9-november-2017-information-day-blue-growth-calls-under-

emff, https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/blue_growth_en)  

C 

https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/blue_growth_en
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70 Pan-European 

awareness campaign 

on road safety 

Proposed by Andor 

Deli 

MOVE The pilot project could be implemented and is welcome. The budget of 1 M € could cover 3 years of approx. 

30 coordinated pan-European enforcement operations taking place on the main routes/transport corridors 

through Eastern and Western Europe (including  on rural roads where half of all fatal accidents happen). The 

operations should cover all main killers (with a predominance to speeding) and be complemented by 

dedicated road safety awareness campaigns. In addition, the action should include the organisation of approx. 

6 regional seminars, 7 thematic seminars, 3 international road safety conferences and 50 police officers 

exchanges. The actions could cover all EU MSs+ Norway and Switzerland and be focused on the offences 

under the scope of Directive (EU) 2015/413.  

The objective of the proposed actions is to reinforce consistent cross-border enforcement of road traffic rules 

as envisaged in Directive (EU) 2015/413, including information campaigns to increase public awareness on 

road safety and to support the sharing of "best enforcement practice" in order to reduce road fatalities and 

serious injuries in the EU. While EU roads remain the safest in global terms, still 25 500 Europeans died in 

2016 on the roads. Beside persons killed in road accidents, many more suffer serious injuries with life-long 

consequences. The EU is committed to half the number of fatal road accidents by 2020 compared to 2010, 

which is an extreme challenge and lot of serious work needs to be done in order to achieve this goal. This 

action to be run over 3 years can significantly help to achieve this ambitious goal. The experience with similar 

projects also shows positive impact of the actions on security (human trafficking, illegal weapons, drugs and 

wanted people/terrorism). 

 

This action is fully in line with Transport Council conclusions and included in the stakeholder's 

recommendations proposed to the Ministers during the Malta Ministerial conference on road safety (March 

2017).  

A 

72 Study on non-

infrastructure 

bottlenecks and the 

cross-border 

facilitation for road 

transport in the 

Balkans 

Proposed by Andor 

Deli  

NEAR The work proposed by this study is being covered under a number of other initiatives: 

1) At the 2016 Western Balkans Summit, the parties agreed on the Joint Action Plan for Western Balkan 

Trade and Transport Facilitation that will target trade and transport bottlenecks, with a view to removing 

them to improve trade and connectivity around key Western Balkans Trade Routes. 

2) Also in Paris, the countries reaffirmed the Medium-Term Transport Reform Measures that were agreed in 

Vienna in 2015. These include measures for 'Increasing the effectiveness of Border Crossing Procedures' 

(Effective Border Crossing Agreements and Implementation of Integrated Border Management (IBM) 

strategy). The South-East Europe Transport Observatory (SEETO) monitors implementation of these 

measures, and has identified 7 crucial border crossings in the region (some of which are between the 

region and the EU) where work should be focused in order to improve procedures and infrastructure. 

In Autumn 2016, the Commission signed a contract for a facility called 'CONNECTA'. One of the objectives 

of the facility is to contribute to the development the Trans-European Transport Core Network (TEN-T core 

network) in the Western Balkans region, thus improving connectivity between the Western Balkans on an 

interregional level as well as with the European Union. The results of the project will be deliverables of the 

highest quality for transport and energy infrastructure investments and for regional reform measures in the 

transport sector. It will also comprise collaboration with the SEETO Secretariat for the implementation and 

monitoring of soft measure and transfer of how-know to the Beneficiaries. After a scoping phase, work on 

implementing measures of a regional basis (the above-mentioned Medium Term Transport Reform Measures) 

C 
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began in March. 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

73 Capacity building in 

research 

management and 

research support 

Proposed by Anneleen 

Van Bossuyt 

RTD The proposed actions were already covered by previous or ongoing programmes under FP7 and Horizon 2020 

notably the programmes Research Potential ((European Commission C(2012)9379 of 17 December2012) , 

Regions of Knowledge (European Commission C(2012)9379 of 17 December 2012) and under Horizon 2020 

the Programme Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation (SEWP) (European Commission Decision 

C(2016)1349 of 9 March 2016 ). Within the latter the instruments Teaming, Twinning and COST as well as 

the support network for National Contact Points (NCPs) WIDENET are of particular relevance.  

The issue of (1) 'Financial & legal support at universities' is covered by a dedicated COST Targeted Network 

which is BESTPRAC aiming at capacity building for research administrators particularly in less research 

performing countries. In addition, under the FP7 Programme Research Potential there was the possibility to 

fund the recruitment of experienced research managers.  

Regarding (2) 'Institutional research policy (to improve and modernize one selves, institutions across EU 

should learn from each other; if institutions are not embedded or active in international networks like LERU, 

EUA, the Guild, Coimbra Group,…)' there are two dedicated instruments active under SEWP. In particular 

Teaming builds strong partnerships between research institutions in less research performing countries and 

world class advanced partners that should among other objectives stimulate institutional reforms and 

modernisation processes. A first batch of 10 projects entailing EC funding of a total of 150 million € is 

already ongoing. The networking of the less favoured institutions is currently enhanced by the Twinning 

scheme supporting smaller and scientifically focussed networks with more advanced partners and the COST 

networking actions with wide-ranging but more open and flexible networks.  

(3) Regional research & innovation policy (complementary to RIS3) has been already supported and 

promoted under the FP7 Programme Regions of Knowledge. Notably, the last call 2012-2013 included a 

mandatory element of co-ordination with the regional smart specialisation strategies that has been 

successfully implemented already. Moreover, a mentoring scheme was included in this programme and in 

2007 and 2008 (European Commission C(2007)5759 of 29 November 2007) dedicated calls were launched 

supporting emerging research driven clusters in less favoured regions. In all these projects there was a 

mandatory participation of regional institutions and authorities. 

(4) Interface services (like knowledge transfer offices, exchanging practice to provide better support for 

collaborations with end users, of research output to push innovation; joining forces with existing TTO 

networks) are partially covered by the project NCP WIDE-NET that supports national intermediaries 

consulting potential applicants for EU research programmes. In addition under the last call of Research 

Potential there was a mandatory innovation module that supported among others knowledge transfer offices 

and IPR management in research entities in less favoured regions.  

D 

74 Development of a 

pro-active approach 

GROW The subject the proposal addresses is very relevant. However, it will require significant work to 

detail tasks and methodologies. It is of particular relevance for the Circular Economy Package, in 
B 
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to safeguard public 

health against 

chemical hazards in 

a circular economy 

Proposed by Mark 

Demesmaeker, Ivo 

Belet and Bart Staes 

particular the Plastics Strategy and the Chemicals-Product-Waste Interface, as well as the follow-up 

to the fitness check on chemicals legislation other than REACH and the Non-toxic environment 

strategy. In particular, it should include an assessment of the exposure and risks associated with the 

presence of particular substances (including for particularly vulnerable groups), possibilities to 

eliminate such substances from wastes, separation possibilities, environmental and socio-economic 

benefits of recycling, as well as options to improve traceability and inform recyclers. The ultimate 

aim of the project would be to develop an agreed decision making methodology to determine the 

recyclability, and scope for further use, of recovered materials containing substances of concern. 

Such methodology should build upon existing tools, such as risk assessment and socio-economic 

assessment methodologies, which are already used in REACH, but also on tools of broader 

application to determine environmental impacts such as life-cycle assessment and determination of 

the environmental footprint. The availability of such a holistic tool would enable sound, transparent 

and facts-based decision-making on the recyclability of certain materials, taking into account the 

overall costs and benefits for society. This project would be in line with the elements identified 

under point number 2 of the roadmap for the Chemicals, Product and Waste Interface. 
 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under title 02, for example as 

budget line number 02 02 77 XX. 

75 European Ecosystem 

of Distributed 

Ledger Technologies 

for Social and Public 

Good 

Proposed by Marietje 

Schaake 

CNECT The pilot project can be implemented.  

It is worth noting that this pilot project would be: 

 strictly related and complementary to previous and current initiatives in the Next-generation Internet: 

the subject "Blockchains for Social Good" has been investigated under several CAPS projects, has 

been the theme of a specific workshop organised in June 2016, is related to the ICT12/b call issued 

in 2016 on decentralised data governance, and a related topic has been proposed under the ICT29 

LEIT priority for WP2018-2020. As it aims at creating and nurturing an ecosystem of developers of 

blockchains for social good applications, which requires a complex mix of technological, social and 

economic competences, it will benefit from the good understanding of the constituency which has 

been attracted to these initiatives.  

 strategic to nurture participation to the EIC Prize on "Blockchains for Social Good" which is 

currently being defined, given its timing, .  

 closely related to the PP 2017 "Horizontal Task Force Distributed Ledger Technology" setting up an 

EU Blockchain Observatory and Forum, with which good synergies should be put in place. 

In addition, some of the possible applications of blockchains for social good are of particular interest for 

initiatives in the area of e-government. 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under title 09, for example as 

budget line number 09 04 77 XX.. 

A 
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77 Novel Research 

Approach to 

Evaluate 

Nanotechnology 

Innovation in the 

European Ecosystem 

Proposed by David 

Borrelli 

RTD The activities of the pilot project have already been carried out and the outcome published in eight NanoData 

Landscape Compilation reports that are available from the EU Bookshop.  

They offer a snapshot of the environment or ecosystem for nanotechnology in different application fields: 

construction, energy, environment, health, ICT, manufacturing, photonics and transport. The reports describe 

policies and programmes for nanotechnology in the EU and give an overview of publications, patenting, 

research & innovation, industry, products and markets. 

They can be downloaded from the European Union Bookshop here:  

EU Bookshop 

D 

78 Safe design of 

biobased materials 

by predictive 

technology 

Proposed by Mark 

Demesmaeker, Ivo 

Belet and Bart Staes 

RTD 

 

This proposal overlaps with several topics of the future Work Programme 2018-2020 for Horizon 2020 in 

materials science, both in the nano field (NMBP-14-2018, which aims to develop various models to support 

the prediction of both specific functionalities and hazard and are crucial to establish safe-by-design principles 

at early stages of material development) as well as the safer design of biobased materials in general. The 

general thrust of the latter synthetic biology element of the future Work Programme (2018-2020) is to 

combine knowledge and tools from biology and engineering for the design of biological systems and biobased 

materials so that they will do what is desirable, be this for pharmaceutical products (e.g. active 

pharmaceutical agents), in the environment (e.g. bio-pesticides), or industry (e.g. biochemicals). 

C 

79 Spreading excellence 

& crossing the 

innovation divide – 

leveraging synergies 

Proposed by Anneleen 

Van Bossuyt 

RTD The proposed actions were already covered by previous or ongoing programmes under FP7 and Horizon 2020 

notably the programme Regions of Knowledge (European Commission C(2012)9379 of 17 December 2012) 

and under Horizon 2020 the Programme Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation (European 

Commission Decision C(2016)1349 of 9 March 2016 ) (SEWP). Within the latter the schemes Twinning and 

partially COST cover significant elements of the proposed pilot. The local/regional dimension has already 

been well addressed by Regions of Knowledge focussing on local innovation clusters with mandatory 

participation of local players such as SMEs and regional development agencies. At least three of these 

innovation clusters from different European countries were required to collaborate on designing regional 

research agendas and a joint action plan. The latter did also prepare the ground for the submission of research 

proposals to FP7. The instrument also included a mentoring module and in its initial phases a dedicated 

scheme for the benefit of emerging clusters in less favoured regions.  

Under Horizon 2020 and SEWP, Twinning and to some extend COST networking actions fit into that context 

although exclusively geared towards research institutions. Both schemes include relevant elements of 

knowledge transfer and preparation of joint research projects at European scale. On top of that COST 

supports training schools as a dedicated networking tool.  

C 

80 The European 

CONsortium for in 

vitro Eye Irritation 

testing strategy 

Proposed by Mark 

Demesmaeker, Ivo 

JRC A similar project to the one being proposed by the European Parliament has been funded over the past two 

years with € 548.000 by Cefic LRi (project "AIMT6-VITO: CON4EI: CONsortium for in vitro Eye Irritation 

testing strategy"; see: http://cefic-lri.org/projects/aimt6-vito-con4ei-consortium-for-in-vitro-eye-irritation-

testing-strategy/). Within the Cefic LRi project, a set of 80 chemicals were identified together with Cosmetics 

Europe and tested with 8 in vitro methods, including those described in the current project proposal (BCOP-

LLBO and EpiOcular™-ET50), with the objective of developing tiered, non-animal testing strategies for the 

D 

https://bookshop.europa.eu/en/search/;pgid=GSPefJMEtXBSR0dT6jbGakZD0000-vcUxZ7u;sid=S5vR_ssVeujR9pIvAFlPWakwTEjXLYZ2Vek=?webform-id=WFSimpleSearch&DefaultButton=findSimple&WFSimpleSearch_NameOrID=nanodata+landscape&SearchConditions=&SearchType=1&SortingAttribute=LatestYear-desc&findSimple.x=0&findSimple.y=0
http://cefic-lri.org/projects/aimt6-vito-con4ei-consortium-for-in-vitro-eye-irritation-testing-strategy/
http://cefic-lri.org/projects/aimt6-vito-con4ei-consortium-for-in-vitro-eye-irritation-testing-strategy/
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Belet and Bart Staes assessment of the serious eye damage/eye irritation potential of chemicals.  

82 Exchange of media 

”rising stars” to 

speed up innovation 

& increase cross-

border coverage 

Proposed by Siegfried 

Muresan, Alain 

Lamassoure, Elmar 

Brok, Jerzy Buzek,  

Danuta Hubner, Eva 

Maydell, Jean Arthuis, 

Sylvie Goulard, Silvia 

Costa, Maria João 

Rodrigues, Mercedes 

Bresso, Sylvie 

Guillaume, Jo Leinen 

CNECT The pilot project could be implemented. 

For recollection, a feasibility study of 2011 focused on a very similar topic5, the outcome of which should be 

taken into account in the eventuality of an adoption.  

Given the clear commonalities among proposals N. 81, 82, 229, 230, and 232, the Commission will consider 

the possibility of a joint implementation, should more than one of these be finally adopted by the Parliament. 

A 

87 Art and the digital 

unleashing creativity 

for European 

industry, regions and 

society 

Proposed by: Eva 

Kaili 

CNECT The pilot project could be implemented.  

It will foster links between technology and the creative sectors (in particular the Arts and CCI) horizontally 

across all EU institutions to boost innovation. The action will help develop a coherent horizontal policy 

framework for ‘art-technology’ thinking in Europe across sectors and disciplines as well as across pertinent 

activities of European institutions (including framework programs, structural funds, education programs, EIC 

etc.). It will explore (via seed-funding) concrete novel ideas for art technology collaborations in various 

policy areas including for instance regional/ urban development or innovation hubs. 

The proposed pilot project would be synergetic and generalise the existing activity in the STARTS 

programme to foster innovation via links of arts and digital technologies focused on ICT-H2020. Given the 

current work on the STARTS programme the pilot could help promote the ideas under-pinning STARTS in a 

larger policy context. This would also benefit the DSM agenda that promotes digital technologies as key 

elements across various policies. 

A 

88 Creating a European 

Digital Academy 

Proposed by JURI + 

Mady Delvaux-

Stehres, Victor 

Negrescu, István 

CNECT The pilot project could be implemented provided it complements and does not duplicate existing initiatives, 

including the many existing private-sector projects and risks crowding-out these initiatives.  

Some of these initiatives can be found at https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/digital-skills-initiatives; 

other examples include https://platform.europeanmoocs.eu/ and https://iversity.org.  

The project could start with showcasing European best practices in training and developing the digital skills 

of different target groups, scale and multiply them (see for instance: https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-

B 

                                                 
5 http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media_taskforce/doc/mobility/erjo_part1_report.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media_taskforce/doc/mobility/erjo_part1_report.pdf
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Ujhelyi, Carlos 

Zorrinho, Lidia 

Geringer de 

Oedenberg, Clare 

Moody, Arndt Kohn, 

Eva Kaili, Dietmar 

Köster, Emilian Pavel, 

Martina Werner, Ivan 

Štefanec, Therese 

Comodini- Cachia, 

Michal Boni, Jutta 

Steinruck 

market/en/digital-skills-jobs-coalition-initiatives).  

The involvement of national actors such as national coalitions for digital skills (https://ec.europa.eu/digital-

single-market/en/national-local-coalitions), ministries and social partners is also essential. 

 

89 Cybersecurity 

European Dispatch 

Centre 

Proposed by Victor 

Negrescu 

CNECT The pilot project could be implemented provided the concept of a European Cyber Security Dispatch Centre 

and suggestions for personalised recommendations is clarified to avoid any overlaps with the following 

activities: 

 Presently ENISA leads on awareness raising with businesses and citizens in the context of European 

Cyber Security Month and in conjunction with the Member States.  This is a limited action focused 

on October each year and many Member States also provide their own  awareness raising.  

 ENISA also provides advice through its publications on its website involving guidelines and best 

practises.    

 EC3 in Europol through the 'www.nomoreransom.org ' portal which has been developed in 

conjunction with industry provides advice and remediation for victims of cybercrime ransomware 

attacks.   

 There is also the possibility of funding through the Connecting Europe Facility for a central portal 

and repository of best practises but the sustainability of such an approach would need assessment.   

B 

91 Development of 5G 

URLLC 

Proposed by Eva Kaili 

CNECT The underlying project idea would largely overlap with the activities that are on-going and for which the 

Commission expects results, in some cases by the end of the year:  

1) The URLLC use case of 5G is one of the priority use cases at the level of standardisation. At the 3G PP 

RAN 75 meeting last March (3G PP is the global standardisation organisation that develops 5G 

specifications), the decision was taken to already move into the standardisation of a first version of 5G radio 

access (early drop) including URLLC capabilities.  

The agreed Work Item of 3G PP (in March 2017) outlines that the work  "should specify the NR 

functionalities for enhanced mobile broadband (eMBB) and ultra-reliable low-latency-communication 

(URLLC). The NR functionalities shall be forward compatible and allow for smooth introduction of 

additional technology components and support for new use cases."  

 The resulting work should be completed at the end of the year, meaning that a 5G URLLC standard will 

already be available at the end of 2017.  

C 
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Consequently, a significant knowledge base already exists on URLLC capabilities in future cellular networks, 

which is now to be borne into the standardisation context.  

2) Regarding validation and extra testing of URLLC solutions in the vertical context through end to end pilots 

or Proof of concepts, the Commission implements, as part of the 5G PPP phase 2, a number of relevant 

projects. These projects started their contract on 1st of June 2017 and are: 5G-MoNArch, ONE5G, 5GCAR, 

5G-TRANSFORMER, SLICENET. They represent a cumulative amount of about 40 M€ and a significant 

part of the work will relate to URLLC experiments in industrial domains, notably automotive, ehealth, smart 

grid…Therefore, it can be considered that the 5G PPP initiative supported by the Commission already covers 

the validation of URLLC technology in the context of multiple vertical use cases.  

3) It is also unclear why a specific 5G action should focus on URLLC only, as the classical way of developing 

5G technology validation solution is to consider simultaneously the 3 main ITU 5G use cases, that is URLLC, 

mMTC (massive machine to machine coms) and eMBB (enhanced mobile broadband), as operators are not 

interested in networks that can only address parts of the use cases.  

4) Finally, experience indicates that 1M€ is not sufficient to develop a representative proof of concept 

including validation in the context of target use cases.  

 

92 Digital skills for EU 

Startups 

Proposed by IMCO 

GROW The project could be implemented if the remarks are updated as follows: 

"The aim of this pilot project is to provide digital training to start-ups in the following ways: 

- Preparation of manuals or simplified and easy to understand brochures based on best practices in the 

EU (including policy initiatives and public-private partnerships); 

- Online or offline seminars, self-assessment and guidance tools; 

- Creation and promotion of groups and online platforms where start-ups could find answers to their 

questions and share their good experiences and examples and foster partnerships. 

- Promotion of these solutions and awareness raising activities; 

These materials and tools are designed to present and explain the most relevant computer applications and the 

digital leadership skills needed by professionals, managers and entrepreneurs and for using online platforms 

to communicate and cooperate with potential partners in other countries. This will contribute to the online 

sales growth and would increase competitiveness and cross-border trade. 

Another objective of the project is to tackle the disparities and to balance the internal market for start-ups (as 

shown by the results of the Index on the economy and society Digital (Digital Economy and Society Index - 

DESI in 2016) and contribute to their sustainability and scalability1." 

1
 In line with the European Commission's Communication on " Europe’s next leaders: the Start-up and Scale-up 

Initiative" COM(2016) 733 final of 22.11.2016. See: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2016%3A733%3AFIN 

 

The pilot project should not, however, overlap with existing efforts in the area e.g. the actions implemented 

B 
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under the Digitise European Industry, the New Skills Agenda for Europe, the ICT innovation vouchers 

schemes. 

 

It is worth noting also that different MOOCs (Massive Open Online Course) are freely available online to 

support individual efforts in developing digital skills (ACE – Accelerate cross-border engagement 

http://www.europeanace.eu/, Watify – selling online https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-

databases/dem/watify/watify/selling-online?language=en, iLINC – providing legal support to startups 

http://www.ilincnetwork.eu/start-ups/resources/, SEP - supporting startups collaborate with corporates 

http://startupeuropepartnership.eu/, Startup Europe club – platform in support of startups 

http://startupeuropeclub.eu/are-you-a-startup/). 

 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should be rather placed under Title 2, for example as 

budget line number 02 04 77 XX. 

93 European Prototype 

Prize for 

Experimental 

Creativity and 

Innovation Climate 

Proposed by IMCO 

CNECT The European Commission already has in place an instrument (SME instrument phase 1 – "SMEI") that is 

similar in many respect to the BMBF's European Prototype Prize. To be precise the SME Phase 1 instrument: 

• awards grants of €50k to SMEs to allow them to undertake feasibility studies for new business ideas 

that are technologically or scientifically driven; 

• has an application process is much lighter than other H2020 instruments (for example SMEI 

proposals are a maximum of 10 pages long). 

• There are multiple annual cut-off points for when proposals can be submitted. 

Furthermore there is one implementation of the SMEI Phase 1 instrument (Open Disruptive Innovation 

scheme– ODI) that is very close in spirit and scope to the European Prototype Prize (it focuses on SMEs and 

startups with ideas in the Digital domain, and is bottom-up being totally open in terms of topics and themes). 

In addition it should be noted that that current planning for Work Programme 2018-2020 will see SMEI Phase 

1 become fully bottom in all domains, not just digital (via the European Innovation Council pilot).  

It is also worth noting that the pilot project was inspired by the Prototype Fund in Germany which is funded 

by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) who have granted it 1.2 million euros in 

funding in total. This funding is expected to support about 40 projects over 2 years (i.e. avg grant of 30k per 

project). Applicants are invited to seek funding to test their ideas and develop open source tools and 

applications in a number of domains. The aim is to have an application process that is "as unbureaucratic as 

possible".  

D 

94 European Startups 

and Scaleups 

Ecosystem Graph 

Proposed by Sorin 

Moisă, Eva Kaili, 

Maria Grapini, 

Emilian Pavel, Alessia 

CNECT The proposal takes a very ambitious approach and could be complementary to ongoing approach to build 

policy based on hard data evidence. It has a broad approach in terms of geographies, however very much 

focused on the startups and scaleups landscape.  

Through this initiative more transparency could be created regarding European ecosystems, highlighting 

strengths and showcasing opportunities for growth across the member states. The pilot is in line with the 

DSM strategy and could support it in designing policies based on socio-economic evidences.  

The proposal does not overlap with existing activities of Startup Europe nor in the DSM, and will strengthen 

A 

http://www.europeanace.eu/
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Mosca, Adina-Ioana 

Vălean, Renato Soru 

the overall initiative at EU level. 

95 Exploiting the 

potential of 

digitalization by 

applying augmented 

reality techniques in 

tourism websites 

Proposed by Isabella 

De Monte 

CNECT The Commission has supported since 2009, and will continue to support in the future, a wide range of 

activities around key enabling technologies where augmented reality techniques or immersive technologies 

can be applied to cultural heritage and/or tourism (web)sites (see call/project details below):  

 Within the previous work programme, H2020 LEIT ICT WP 2017, the call ICT-20-2017, for a total 

budget of 17 Mio €, is entitled "Tools for smart digital content in the creative industries" 

(http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/ict-20-

2017.html) and targets research and innovation actions to maximise the re-use and re-purposing of 

all types of digital content Proposals are expected to explore novel ways of digital content 

production and content management in the Creative Industries. The call has been recently closed and 

proposals are currently under selection process. 

 In 2016, The H2020, Societal Challenges 6, through its topic CULT-COOP-08-2016 – "Virtual 

museums and social platform on European digital heritage, memory, identity and cultural 

interaction" 

(http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/cult-coop-08-

2016.html) with a total budget of 10 Mio € also addressed the concerned topic through research and 

innovation actions as well as support and coordination actions. As mentioned by the call text, […] 

Virtual Museums (VM) provide opportunities for people to access digital content before, during and 

after a visit in a range of digital ‘encounters’. Virtual museum is technologically demanding 

especially in terms of virtual and augmented reality and storytelling authoring tools which must 

covers various types of digital creations including virtual reality and 3D experiences, located online, 

in museums or on heritage sites. […] 

 From that call, projects "Inception" (http://www.inception-project.eu/), "Arches" (http://arches-

project.eu/), "DigiArt" (http://digiart-project.eu/) and "ImareCulture" 

(http://imareculture.weebly.com/)  has been selected and are developing tools and method to deploy 

Augmented Reality applications so as to promote cultural heritage sites and artefacts to the tourists 

and visitors. 

 In 2011, the 9th call of FP7, topic 8.2 (https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call 

/fp7/fp7-ict-2011-9/32014-3.2012_wp_cooperation_update_2011_wp_ict_en.pdf) addressed the 

access to cultural resources. Within this call, the project "MeSch" co-designed novel platforms for 

the creation of tangible exhibits at heritage sites where curators are able to offer visitors new 

interactive experiences by means of material interaction with smart objects. (http://mesch-

project.eu/) 

 In addition, the project "TAG-CLOUD" developed personalized cultural experiences by using cloud-

based information about the habits, preferences and motives of visitors and providing them 

personalised indications through Augmented Reality devices (http://www.tagcloudproject.eu/). 

 The 7th Call FP7, issued in 2011, addressed "End-to-end Immersive and Interactive Media 

Technologies" 

C 
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(http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/docs/3_2012_wp_cooperation_update_2011_wp_ict_en.pdf). 

 The selected project "Venturi" developed an augmented reality integrated platform specifically 

addressing the tourism sector through "enhanced" visit of cities. (https://venturi.fbk.eu/) 

 In 2009, The 6th call of FP7 addressed  "Adaptive cultural experiences exploring the potential of 

ICT for creating personalised views of various forms of cultural expression, reflecting individual 

narrative tendencies (i.e. adapt to the background and cognitive context of the user) and offering 

meaningful guidance about the interpretation of cultural works. 

(https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/fp7/fp7-ict-2009-6/1422570-

c_wp_201001_en.pdf). The project "CHESS", issued from that call, integrated interdisciplinary 

research in personalization and adaptivity, digital storytelling, interaction methodologies, and 

narrative-oriented mobile and mixed reality technologies, with a sound theoretical basis in the 

museological, cognitive, and learning sciences. This tightly integrated framework applied and tested 

in different types of cultural heritage sites; most notably two world-renowned museums, the New 

Acropolis Museum, and the Cité de l'Espace in France. Access to end-users was further enhanced 

through the international User Group, a diverse body of cultural institutions and organisations. 

(http://www.chessexperience.eu/) 

 Within the CIP funding programme and its 2012 call on "Digital Content, Open Data and Creativity" 

(http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/ict_psp/documents/cip_ict_psp_wp2012_adopted

_01022012.pdf), projects such as "Europeana Creative" (http://pro.europeana.eu/page/about-

europeana-creative) addressed similar concepts, enabling and promoting greater re-use of cultural 

heritage resources by Europe's creative industries, including the tourism industry. 

 

It is worth noting also that the planned actions dedicated to augmented reality under the H2020 LEIT ICT 

Work Programme 2018-2020 currently under preparation that would be open for participation by the Cultural 

and Creative Industries. 

96 How to enable 

accessibility to 

audiovisual contents 

for people with 

disability 

Proposed by EMPL 

CNECT Concerning the first part of the project it has to be noted the Commission receives updates from the Member 

States on the share of accessibility services every few years in the context of the Application Reports on the 

AVMS Directive. Most recently the Impact Assessment study on media freedom, public interest and access 

for disabled people has gathered this kind of information https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-

market/en/news/audiovisual-and-media-services-directive-avmsd-study-media-freedom-public-interest-and-

access.  

Moreover, in addition to several RTD projects in the area, such as ENABLING AVUIS - Enabling 

Audiovisual User Interfaces for Multisensorial Interaction (http://cordis.europa.eu/result 

/rcn/187646_en.html); AUDETEL - Audio description of television (http://cordis.europa.eu/result 

/rcn/21237_en.html); Spanish research on subtitles for hearing impaired people 
(http://cordis.europa.eu/news/rcn/30385_en.html) and also two pilot projects on this topic: DTV4All - Digital 

Television for All (http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/191846_en.html) and HBB4ALL - Hybrid Broadcast 

Broadband for All (http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/191771_en.html), the standard resulted from M376 

D 
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already contains accessibility requirements for AVMS.  

In addition, the Working group at UN agency ITU 2011-2013 on Media accessibility 

http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/ava/Pages/default.aspx,   the IRG-AVA - Intersector Rapporteur 

Group Audiovisual Media Accessibility http://www.itu.int/en/irg/ava/Pages/default.aspx  and ITU-D creating 

MOOC course on Media Accessibility. 

The second phase of the project has a strong focus on care givers training and other professionals to provide 

better access to persons with disabilities about innovative development of the digital industry in Europe.  

It raises fundamental questions about the alignment to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities which requires the involvement and consultation of persons with disabilities themselves and as 

whether a better approach would be that industry provides adequate information to persons with disabilities as 

consumers about the accessibility features of their products. Consequently this second part does not seem to 

be fully adequate for implementation in this form as the spirit and aim of the UN Convention is to empower 

disabled users themselves. 

97 New European 

Strategy for Children 

Safety on Digital 

Roads 

Proposed by Gérard 

Deprez 

CNECT The pilot project largely overlaps with an existing initiative already funded by the European Commission.  

Under the Connecting Europe Facility framework, funding is provided to a European network of Safer 

Internet Centres, who work together to deliver a safer internet by raising awareness among children, parents 

and teachers about risks children may encounter online and empower them to deal with these risks. This 

project also supports a platform: www.betterinternetforkids.eu. 

C 

98 Prevention Concept: 

Cyberstalking Four 

Plus 

Proposed by CULT 

CNECT/EAC The pilot project largely overlaps with an existing initiative already funded by the European Commission.  

Under the Connecting Europe Facility framework, funding is provided to a European network of Safer 

Internet Centres, who work together to deliver a safer internet by raising awareness among children, parents 

and teachers about risks, children may encounter online and empower them to deal with these risks. The 

project also supports a platform: www.betterinternetforkids.eu 

In addition, the pilot project is in line with the Paris Declaration, hence it could potentially be eligible under 

the 2018 Erasmus+ Social Inclusion call (Key Action 3) and also under Strategic Partnerships (Key Action 2). 

C 

99 Single European 

Startup Ecosystem - 

SESE 

Proposed by Renato 

Soru, Kaja Kallas, 

Daniele Viotti, Michał 

Boni, Sorin Moisă, 

Simona Bonafe 

CNECT The objective of the pilot project is to promote a single European ecosystem for innovative ICT and Deep 

Tech startups by working on the regulatory aspects and ultimately create a standalone fully fledged corporate 

legal environment for startups. 

The main outcomes of the pilot project is to identify the main barriers that hinder startups’ growth, assessing 

the costs and benefits of each barrier and exploring measures to remove these obstacles.  

The pilot project overlaps with ongoing actions to remove barriers and create opportunities for startups to 

scale up in the single market launched under the 'Startup and scaleup initiative', COM(2016)733.  

It should be noted that an analysis of barriers that hinder startups growth was undertaken by the startup and 

scaleup grassroots ecosystems and presented in the Scaleup Europe manifesto: 

C 
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http://scaleupeuropemanifesto.eu/.   

The Commission is in the process of putting in place an observatory (tender process ongoing) of regulatory 

frameworks conducive to growth of startups in the EU and Member States. 

100 Study the impact of 

the "Digital 

Revolution" and 

"Industry 4.0" 

Employment in the 

European Union 

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

CNECT The pilot project could be implemented provided the scope, needs and stakeholders are further specified and 

ongoing work in that field is taken into account: 

 The impact of the digital transformation on society and the economy and its impact on work and the 

labour market has been the subject of study for some time. Most recently, the Commission services 

described these issues in a concept paper on digitisation, employability and inclusiveness (link: 

http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/document.cfm?doc_id=44515). 

 The ongoing digital transformation will require a significant adaptation process covering many key 

policies such as labour market policies, social protection and fiscal policies (to ensure that 

redistribution reduces potential inequality gaps that may result from labour market polarisation), 

education and training policies to ensure that the workforce has adequate skills to thrive in the digital 

economy.  

 These policies are mostly within the competence of Member States but the European Union can 

assist Member States wherever it is appropriate.  

 Social partners need to be involved in these reflections and in the delivery of solutions. More 

reflection is needed which could happen for instance in the form of a high-level expert group, 

delineating the challenges and proposing policy options. 

B 

101 Towards a European 

Strategy for 

Occupational 

Literacy 

Proposed by CULT 

EMPL The pilot project would overlap with current EU initiatives already cover this objective to a large extent. 

 The implementation of the Upskilling Pathways Council Recommendation seeks to provide basic 

literacy, numeracy and digital skills as a foundation for further learning and engagement in work and 

society, to those who have not achieved them in initial education. Though not presented as a 

strategy, Upskilling Pathways recommends a three-step process to upskilling and outlines enabling 

conditions applicable across EU Member States. 

 “Occupational literacy” in a broader sense of key competences needed for lifelong learning, for 

active citizenship, for an occupation and personal development – literacy, numeracy/maths, digital, 

communication, social, problem-solving and team-working skills, etc. are covered in the 

Recommendation on Key Competences (2006). The Commission is currently working on revising 

the Framework of key competences for lifelong learning, the main component of this 

recommendation. 

 The Paris Declaration, 2015, and the follow-up initiatives of the Commission are supporting active 

citizenship and social issues very similar to those included in “occupational literacy”. 

C 

102 Study the general 

framework and 

evolution of 

Institutes and 

RTD The pilot project comprises a quantitative and qualitative analysis of the evolution of ‘national research 

institutes and laboratories’, i.e. what we commonly understand to be the government research sector (GOV). 

The GOV sector is, together with the higher education research sector (HE) one of the two components of the 

public research system, and it is across the EU the smallest one, comprising on average about 10% of total 

D 
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National Research 

Laboratories in the 

Member States 

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

R&D expenditure in the EU. When examining the GOV sector, this is therefore typical done within the 

context of the overall public research system. In our view, studying the current structure and evolution of the 

public research system, both at national level and across the EU is already well covered through a number of 

actions funded by Horizon 2020: 

− Our two yearly report Science, Research and Innovation Performance of the EU looks at evolutions in the 

public research sector along a number of dimensions, including funding, human resources, publications 

etc. The latest edition can be found here:  

https://bookshop.europa.eu/en/science-research-and-innovation-performance-of-the-eu-pbKI0415512/  

− The JRC’s Research and Innovation Observatory publishes yearly comprehensive country reports on the 

research and innovation systems of the EU’s Member States, including an overview of the public 

research sector, its structure and evolutions. These can be found on the RIO-PSF website:  

https://rio.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en  

− Under the Horizon 2020 Policy Support Facility (PSF) a Mutual Learning Exercise (MLE) has recently 

been launched on Performance Based Funding of Public Research, which aims to make an overview of 

how Member States are funding their public research systems, how this has evolved to achieve more 

quality and what is current best practice. In preparation for this MLE, JRC provided a comprehensive 

background report: https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-

reports/research-performance-based-funding-systems-comparative-assessment 

More information on the MLE can be found here: 

https://rio.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/policy-support-facility/mle-performance-based-funding-systems  

− A number of the country specific activities conducted under the PSF looked at the role of the public 

research sector, and in particular at the role of government laboratories within that. This was notably the 

case for the Peer Reviews of Bulgaria, Hungary, Ukraine and Moldova and the specific support activities 

for Latvia and Bulgaria. For all of these activities, background reports were prepared which provided 

comprehensive overviews of the public research sectors and their evolution. More information can be 

found at the PSF website: 

https://rio.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/policy-support-facility 

− On the basis of the MLE and the country specific activities mentioned above, a PSF activity is envisaged 

which would draw cross-cutting lessons from this set of activities and would therefore look at the current 

state of play of the public research sector, main evolutions, organisation and funding systems. 

− In addition, the JRC has recently concluded a study on national public research funding, the results of 

which will be published soon.  

In addition to these Horizon 2020 funded actions, evolutions in public research were also an important 

element of the OECD’s STI Outlook 2016, launched in December 2016 at the Commission premises in 
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Brussels, and which looks into issues such as missions and orientation of public research, financing of public 

research, commercialisation of public research or patent policies. The OECD’s STI Outlook reports on major 

evolutions in national R&I policies and is based on a survey and information collection exercise which is 

designed and carried out jointly between the OECD and the European Commission. The next edition of the 

survey is currently being prepared and the information collected through that will allow to carry out further in 

depth work on national public research sectors. In addition, a Horizon 2020 grant provided to the OECD is 

allowing the information to be available in a more user friendly manner, with enhanced possibilities for 

review and analysis. 

104 Organisation of 

large-scale events 

"Science meets 

Parliaments and 

Regions" 

Proposed by Paul 

Rübig 

JRC The Pilot Project can be implemented.  

 

It is in line with the European Parliament's proposal in order to promote a culture of evidence-informed 

policy-making and to build bridge between policy-makers, scientists and citizens across the EU. The PP will 

build upon successful inter-institutional and cross-national initiative and extend its impact by establishing 

new partnership with EU, international and local stakeholders, businesses, innovators and citizens. The PP 

can be implemented in the course of 2018 and 2019 in the EU Member States, as proposed by the European 

Parliament.  

 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under title 10, for example as 

budget line number 10 02 77 XX. 

A 

106 Creating a true 

Banking Union - 

Research on 

differences in bank 

related laws and 

regulations in 

Eurozone countries 

and the need to 

harmonise them in a 

Banking Union 

Proposed by Markus 

Ferber 

FISMA The project as proposed is extremely ambitious in its scope as it covers a vast body of legislation (insolvency 

law, corporate law, securities law, etc.). It would be better to keep it more focused and select a limited 

number of areas; especially as the work is already ongoing in the areas mentioned. 

The Commission proposes to use a small part of this budget (500.000€ in commitment appropriations) to 

assess the need to harmonise the accounting framework for banks under the Banking Union. Such a study 

could be helpful to get an assessment of the costs/benefits of such an option. 

B 

107 Crowdfunding 

opportunities for 

Europe 

Proposed by: Victor 

Negrescu 

FISMA The project might be partially implementable if changes are implemented to its scope and proposed timing 

due, inter alia, to avoid of overlaps with a proposal on Crowdfunding to be launched in the course of 2018.  

 

However, as a new related commitment was adopted (on 08/06/2017) in the CMU Mid-Term Review, the 

project could be used to identify best practices in supply chain finance (e.g. invoice trading). Many start-ups 

and innovative SMEs are under-collateralised and fail due to short-term cash flow problems, while having a 

sustainable business model in the long-term.  

B 
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The amount needed for such a project should be reduced down to 500.000€ (250.000€). Given the clear 

commonalities between n°1 and n°107, the EC will consider the possibility of a joint implementation by 

giving a specific focus on SMEs' access to finance, should more that one of those PP be finally adopted by the 

EP. 

 

108 European tech 

companies’ 

capitalization 

trainings and 

information tools 

Proposed by Victor 

Negrescu 

CNECT The pilot project suggests several ideas around networking, education and best practices for market 

capitalization. It duplicates structures that largely already exist. 

 Following up on the 2011 Action Plan to Improve Access to Finance for SMEs, an IPO Task Force 

was created with external experts. The Task Force produced a report in 2015, which suggested 

actions in five areas. Subsequently, many findings have been integrated into the Commission's 

Capital Markets Union Action Plan of 2015, on which a Mid-Term Review was published last week. 

While the main task of the IPO Task Force has thus been achieved, the group continues to exist in 

case it will again be needed. 

The 2015 report of the IPO Task Force can be found here: 

http://www.europeanissuers.eu/_mdb/spotlight/44en_Final_report_IPO_Task_Force_20150323.pdf .  

 Moreover, the Commission is in constant discussion with all leading European securities exchanges, 

many of which are operating training schemes such as those called for in this proposal. Examples 

include the Elite scheme of LSE/Borsa Italiana but also national/regional initiatives of Nasdaq and 

Euronext. Recently, further exchanges, including Deutsche Börse, have been moving in this 

direction as well. These programmes are working, and we do not see a market failure here that needs 

to be remedied by the public sector. 

C 

109 FinTechEU platform 

Proposed by Victor 

Negrescu 

CNECT/FISMA The proposal overlaps with actions already undertaken by the Commission such as the creation of a horizontal 

task force on Fintech involving a number of Commission services.  

This task force has regular interactions with various stakeholders (financial institutions, startups, consultancy, 

supervisory bodies etc.) and has launched an open consultation on Fintech. In parallel studies and other 

actions have been launched. An action plan may be announced as a follow-up of the open consultation. 

D 

110 Study measures in 

the Bank Credit area 

- low interest rates 

and average terms - 

for SMEs 

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

FISMA The study might not provide a value added for the following reasons: 

1. In general, funding costs, even for SMEs, have very much ceased to be a major concern for 

companies in the EU, and the differences across Member States, and across classes of corporate size 

and risk, have significantly diminished over the past couple of years.   

Main driving forces have included the successful adjustment of many bank business models with the 

associated end of deleveraging, increased access to capital markets of larger corporates, improved 

macroeconomic conditions with accordingly reduced counterparty risk, and overall monetary 

conditions that are very benign to borrowers.  

2. There remain some structural features, such as the more difficult access to finance of micro 

enterprises, and some cyclical features, i.e. the still more difficult situation in Member States most 

D 
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affected by the crisis, in particular Greece. 

3. Main challenges to SMEs have migrated (back) to other areas, such as lack of demand or lack of 

skilled labour.   

These compound the salient problems of corporate structure in some Member States, in particular the 

high share of very small SMEs (micro enterprises), which have various additional challenges as 

compared to other SMEs, including access to finance. 

4. There is already an excellent mapping of all relevant trends regularly provided by the ECB surveys 

on SMEs access to finance (https://www.ecb.europa.eu/stats/ecb_surveys/safe/html/index.en.html).   

5. That very thorough and regular work by the ECB (though largely descriptive) should not be 

attempted to be duplicated by such a study.   

111 Identifying and 

quantifying revenue 

loss in the Member 

States due to transfer 

mispricing in order 

to fight corporate tax 

avoidance 

Proposed by 

Greens/EFA 

TAXUD The problematic of the use of transfer prices for profit-shifting purpose is an important and topical subject. 

This is considered to be an important channel of aggressive tax planning in the European Union and we 

welcome the attention put on the topic. DG TAXUD has looked at the economic literature on this topic. There 

are very few contributions, all of them pointing to some effect but disagreeing on its size. The studies are 

using non-public data and usually focus on the US. In Europe, the Eurostat Comext database provides some 

aggregated data but the level of aggregation does not seem to be adequate for carrying out a meaningful 

study. DG TAXUD therefore proposes to postpone the proposal to the next exercise and in the meantime to 

work closely to investigate potential data sources. 

B 

113 A new transeuropean 

and 

transmediterranean  

humanist educational 

model based on 

happiness to create 

Proposed by Marc 

TARABELLA 

EAC The main purpose of this pilot project is to support Higher Education in Mediterranean third countries by 

establishing a European University receiving students in equal number from European and non-EU 

Mediterranean States.  

According to the subsidiarity principle there is no EU competence to create a University. 

Moreover, an intergovernmental higher education institution has already been created: the Euro-

Mediterranean University. 

D 

114 Creation of a new 

European institution 

of higher education 

in the field of public 

governance and 

European 

citizenship-building. 

Proposed by Philippe 

Lamberts 

EAC The objectives if the pilot project are already largely covered by the so-called Jean Monnet "designated 

institutions".  Through its "Jean Monnet Activities", the Commission already supports financially institutions 

specialised in the teaching and training on European matters which pursue an aim of European interest –most 

notably: the European University Institute; the College of Europe; the European Institute of Public 

Administration; the Academy of European Law; the International Centre for European Training. 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

C 

115 EU Code Bus - EAC This pilot project is intended to introduce young people aged seven to seventeen to coding, providing them C 
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Mobile school 

creating community-

based programming 

clubs for young 

people 

Proposed by Victor 

Negrescu 

with the means necessary to learn to code, build a website, create an app or a game, and explore technology.  

The development of digital competences, including coding, is a Commission priority highlighted in particular 

in the Digital Single Market, the New Skills Agenda for Europe, previously already in Rethinking Education 

and Opening up Education and again in the new Commission Communications on Schools and Higher 

Education published 30 May 2017.  

There is however already a large number of dedicated initiatives providing coding e.g. the EU Code Week 

counted more than 1 Million participants across thousands of projects. In addition a large number of schools, 

libraries or private coding clubs are running school projects or after school activities on this topic, many of 

them participating in EU Code Week. A number of EU funded projects address this same theme, such as 

TACCLE3 (2015-1-BE02-KA201-012307 ), Thinking… Coding (2015-1-IT02-KA219-015506 ) or ICT 

World (2016-1-ES01-KA219-025055 ).  This or a similar national project could also be financed through 

existing mechanisms of the Erasmus+ programme (KA3 'Strategic Partnerships'; subject to annual calls) or 

European Structural Funds. 

116 EU knowledge and 

skills programme, 

accessible through 

digital means to the 

EU's Neighbourhood 

(E-Platform), at the 

Natolin Campus of 

the College of 

Europe 

Proposed by Jacek 

Saryusz-Wolski 

NEAR The proposed Pilot Project "EU knowledge and skills programme, accessible through digital means to the 

EU'sE-Platform for Neighbourhood" is aimed at the same beneficiary (College of Europe Natolin) and has 

similar objectives to the Preparatory Action E-Platform for Neighbourhood adopted under the 2014 budget.  

Nonetheless, the Commission notes that while the 2014 Preparatory Action which ended on 31 March 2017, 

served to set up the E-Platform for Neighbourhood, and to develop an initial set of e-learning and face to face 

training programmes on Union affairs (including the acquis communautaire) with the aim to strengthen the 

administrative and institutional capacities of the ENP countries’ public administrations, local authorities, 

academic institutions and civil society, the proposed Pilot Project would allow for the development of 

valuable new learning content, to be disseminated via the existing E-Platform, in a context of evolving 

reforms (in particular in the DCFTA context) and growing needs for knowledge sharing and exchanges 

among professionals in the EU and the Neighbourhood.    

With a view to ensuring the greatest positive impact of the newly proposed project, the Commission 

recommends, however, that the results and lessons learnt from the recently concluded Preparatory Action E-

Platform for the Neighbourhood (College of Europe Natolin) be taken into account in the development of 

specific activities to be implemented under the 2018 Pilot Project. The Commission further notes that target 

groups of the proposed actions in the Neighbourhood South region have already benefited from knowledge 

programmes on EU Neighbourhood Policy, either through outreach actions from Delegations or participations 

in Association councils, Technical working groups or TAIEX seminars. The College of Europe, with its 

extensive expertise on the Eastern neighbourhood, can offer tailor-made support to civil servants for the EaP 

region with specific value added. 

Based on the above, the Commission would recommended a redefinition of the specific learning content 

proposed by the 2018 Pilot Project, that includes clear reference to the lessons learnt in the 2014-2017 

Preparatory Action, as well as the refocusing of the geographical scope of the Pilot Project to cover 

exclusively the Neighbourhood East.    

In terms of budget nomenclature, the preparatory action should rather be financed under Heading 4 MFF and 

B 
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placed under title 22 'Neighbourhood and enlargement negotiation', for example as budget line number 22 04 

77 XX. 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

117 Exchanges and 

mobility in sport 

Proposed by CULT 

Committee 

EAC The pilot project could be implemented. 

The individual mobility in sport (including its international dimension) is not part of the Erasmus+ Sport, 

therefore this PP would constitute a substantial complementary and innovative action vis-a-vis the existing 

Programme. It is fully coherent with the objective of PP to consider including mobility in sport in the future 

programme (integrated in a new E+ programme). 

A 

118 Fostering innovation 

digital education  

Proposed by Victor 

Negrescu 

EAC This pilot project proposes to establish a network that maps, assesses and recommends tools that can help 

foster digital education.  

The educational technology market is highly diverse with a large number of commercial offers claiming 

results with little scientific evidence underpinning them. It can be difficult for individual educators or 

administrators to choose relevant technology options for their specific learning context – subject, learning 

aims, age group, technical equipment, digital competences of educators and learners, data protection needs, 

internet speed, etc.  

A large number of initiatives already aim to rank, assess or review digital learning tools. These are often 

either volunteer driven or implemented by NGOs, and even some commercial assessments, that for instance 

provide third-party reviews of the pedagogical value, already exist. Given the large number of existing offers, 

it is not evident that adding another one – even if ambitious and far-reaching – would add value. As most 

tools are heavily localised or specialised, a European project would struggle to provide an approach that 

realistically reflects individual contexts 

The Commission has funded some work reviewing dedicated tools (such as on "learning analytics") through 

its programmes e.g. http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC104031/lfna28294enn.pdf. 

C 

119 Grassroots Sports 

Diplomacy 

Proposed by CULT 

EAC The project could be implemented provided the the scope of the project and the relation between budget and 

foreseen actions is re-evaluated. Detailed suggestions in below:  

 Define grassroots sport diplomacy, 

 Define concrete actions at the grassroots level as well as the role of EU (Commission). 

B 

120 Study - Introduction 

of "European 

Hours" in all schools 

within the EU 

Proposed by Andor 

Deli 

EAC The pilot project could be implemented provided the scope is more focused e.g. on the possible preparation 

of EU-wide curricula, with a scaled down budget and taking into consideration the following constraints and 

ongoing activities:  

 The content of school curricula falls under the competence of Member States. 

 Yet, citizenship, diversity and European values, cultural exchange, civic competences and diversity 

are high on the EU political agenda. The Commission supports the exchange of information among 

the Members States on good practices in citizenship education and similar programmes, for 

B 
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example in the framework of the Working Group on promoting citizenship and the common values 

of freedom, tolerance and non-discrimination through education.  

 The Commission has recently funded a study on education policies to foster tolerance in children 

and young people in the EU, including key policy recommendations for policy makers and 

educational institutions.  

 The EU Key Competences Framework also promotes development of civic competences, as one of 

the eight key competences.    

122 Talented Young 

People in Europe 

Proposed by REGI + 

CULT 

EAC The pilot project as proposed by the Parliament is already being implemented by the network mentioned in 

the proposal.  

The scaling up of this project could already occur through an application to calls for proposals under various 

actions of the Erasmus+ programme's Key Action 2, including for instance Knowledge Alliances 

(transnational projects which bring higher education institutions and business together to work on common 

issues) and Sector Skills Alliances (actions aiming at tackling skills, aligning vocational education and 

training (VET) systems with labour market needs). 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

C 

123 Training for school 

psychologists and 

other school based 

mental health 

professionals for 

crisis management, 

deradicalisation and 

trauma support in 

schools 

Proposed by Monika 

Hohlmeier, Gerard 

Deprez, Heinz Becker, 

Rachida Dati, Maite 

Pagazaurtundua Ruiz, 

Eider Gardiazabal 

Rubial; Bernd Kölmel 

EAC This type of project can be financed within Erasmus+ Strategic Partnerships (Key Action 2), which can 

support the development, transfer and implementation of innovative practices, as well as development of 

curricula, teaching material and learning tools, including MOOCs (Massive Open Online Course).  

Depending on the scope, ambition and orientation of the proposed project, it may also be eligible for funding 

through Key Action 3, either through Forward-looking Cooperation Projects, aimed at developing and 

implementing innovative policies, or through Policy Experimentations, aimed at large-scale testing and 

evaluation of existing policy measures.  

The Commission supports the exchange of information among the Members States on good practices on de-

radicalisation and related issues, for example within the RAN Education Working Group and the Working 

Group on promoting citizenship and the common values of freedom, tolerance and non-discrimination 

through education. The Commission has funded numerous projects dealing with citizenship and de-

radicalisation within the Erasmus + programme. The existing Schools Toolkit provides additional support by 

serving as an online platform for exchange of good practices 

(https://www.schooleducationgateway.eu/en/pub/resources/toolkitsforschools.htm). 

 Finally, the main beneficiary of the proposed action seems to be The European School Psychology Centre for 

Training, i.e. for development of its courses and workshops, to update and improve its curriculum, increase 

the offerings, modernise the existing trainings for crisis management, etc. It should be recalled that as a 

general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation is against the basic principles of 

the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, equal treatment and non-

discrimination. 

C 

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/about-ran/ran-edu_en
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/strategic-framework/expert-groups/citizenship-common-values_en
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/strategic-framework/expert-groups/citizenship-common-values_en
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/projects/#search/keyword=radicalisation&matchAllCountries=false
https://www.schooleducationgateway.eu/en/pub/resources/toolkitsforschools.htm
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125 Strengthening 

practices in doctoral 

education across 

Europe 

Proposed by Anneleen 

Van Bossuyt 

EAC Most of the needs raised in the proposal are already addressed through various funding tools:  

1) the MSCA are already promoting collaboration opportunities at European level between higher education 

institutions delivering doctoral training, research organisations,  businesses and other actors, notably through 

the Innovative Training Networks (ITN) scheme; these networks are open to all academic and non-academic 

actors, including, of course, participants of so-called widening countries; ITN coordinators are invited 

annually to meetings organised in Brussels by Commission services which serve inter alia also networking 

and mutual learning purposes. 

2) the draft MSCA part of the Horizon 2020 Work Programme 2018-2020 already foresees the development 

of an online introductory training for all MSCA fellows which will that among others will empower them to 

become leaders of the new generation of researchers (such as training in open science, responsible research 

and innovation). Furthermore, Euraxess, the EU's Researchers in Motion Web Portal, is set to provide soon 

not only initial training for researchers to improve their research skills and help them join established research 

teams, but also complementary training to enhance their career prospects in both public and private sectors. 

3) the EIT doctoral and graduate programmes, and EIT Doctoral Training Centres (DTC) are also promoting a 

rather similar approach to what is proposed; in particular, the DTCs are located in or next to the various EIT 

Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KIC) Co-Location Centres  and closely cooperate with them, while 

proposing training in transferable skills similar to those mentioned in the proposal, and while including the 

'thematic topics' dimension also mentioned in the proposal;  

4) exchanges of good practices between European Doctoral Programmes could be supported through other 

mechanism such as Mutual Learning Exercises. In fact, DG RTD is currently launching such an exercise on 

widening participation, in which exchanges of good practices in attracting/retaining talented and highly 

skilled researchers is one of the points that should be addressed by the Member States participating.  

C 

126 Development of 

statistics on the 

agricultural 

workforce in the EU 

Proposed by EMPL 

ESTAT The pilot project might under certain conditions be fully or partially implementable. 

More information is needed before the Commission can assess the proposed project: this relates to 

information about the population frame to be used as not all (or any) Member Sates have population lists of 

farm workers.  

While this seems possible for farms, and farm owners, the Commission has doubt that it is possible to 

properly sample only farm workers (who in large part are short-term residing, seasonal workers, immigrants, 

often workers living in barracks). 

B 

127 Evaluation and wider 

development of time 

use surveys 

Proposed by Tania 

González Peñas 

EMPL Eurofund has already done work on time use surveys to quantify unpaid work undertaken by women. The 

Eurofund study "The gender employment gap - challenges and solutions"6 already provides an overview of 

women’s labour market participation in Europe and analyse the determinants and institutional set-ups 

affecting women’s decision to work, by using multilevel econometric modelling.  

C 

                                                 
6 https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/the-gender-employment-gap-challenges-and-solutions  

https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/the-gender-employment-gap-challenges-and-solutions
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128 Facing energy 

poverty from a green 

perspective 

Proposed by Ramon 

Tremosa i Balcells 

ENER The project might be partially implementable if changes are introduced to its scope and proposed timing due, 

inter alia, to overlaps with another pilot project, relevant H2020 project underway or projects implemented by 

the Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME).  

The Commission is currently implementing a Pilot Project 'Fuel/Energy poverty – assessment of the impact of 

the crisis and the review of existing and possible new measures in the Member States' which identified in a 

first stage common indicators and criteria for assessing energy poverty and consumer vulnerability(study 

published in May 2016).  

Based on these findings, the Commission implemented the second stage of the pilot project, the 'EU 

Observatory on Energy Poverty', a 40-months project which started in December 2016, aiming to improve 

transparency, disseminate information and provide technical assistance to understand and address energy 

poverty in Europe. 

In parallel, the Commission has contracted the new Covenant of Mayors Office - support services for the 

Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy and the International Urban Cooperation Programme, which 

started in January 2017 for 42 months. The project includes tasks for cross-sectorial action at local level on 

energy poverty, climate change mitigation and energy efficiency.  

Some of the proposed activities of this pilot project also partly overlap with projects of the (EASME), such as 

the project REACH (3/2014 – 3/2017) which aims to empower energy poor households to take action saving 

energy and changing their habits; and by establishing energy poverty as an issue that demands structural 

solutions at local, national and EU level; or the project FIESTA (10/2014 – 10/2017) with the aim to help 

families to save energy at home acting on their consumption behaviour and by creating Energy Help Desks in 

14 cities. 

For these reasons, the proposed pilot project should not be launched before the second phase of the current 

pilot project and relevant deliverables from Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy have been finalised in 

the second quarter of 2020.  

In any case, the pilot project would need to be re-designed as part of the suggested actions is already covered 

by EASME projects. 

B 

129 Feasibility study for 

the distributed ledger 

technology applied to 

the European energy 

market 

Proposed by Dario 

Tamburrano 

ENER The pilot project could be implemented. 

This pilot project would be in line with the proposal for the new Electricity Directive adopted on November 

30th which contains provisions on local energy communities (draft Art.16). These communities are a new type 

of market actors, which would be one of the principle users of distributed ledger based on blockchain 

technology and other peer-to-peer ICT solutions.  

A 

130 Study the situation of 

the Renewable 

Energy in the 

European Union - 

ENER This pilot project overlaps with existing actions: 

 Article 23(3) of Directive 2009/28/EC on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources 

establishes that the Commission shall draft a report every two years on the basis of the progress 

reports MS have to submit (every two years too). In the Commission's progress reports, we analyse 

C 
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process of transfer of 

traditional energy 

sources to renewable 

energy sources in the 

Member States 

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

the progress made by the EU and Member States in meeting the targets set out in this Directive on 

renewable energy. You can find these reports here:  

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/renewable-energy/progress-reports 

 In addition, the European Environment Agency publishes every year a report assessing the progress 

of the EU and European countries towards their climate mitigation and energy targets, including the 

renewable energy targets. You can find the latest here: 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/climate/trends-and-projections-in-europe 

131 Sustainable and fair 

transition for 

indigenous hard coal 

production in the EU 

Proposed by Paloma 

López Bermejo 

ENER The pilot project could be implemented. 

It would be in line with the Clean Energy for All Europeans Package in which the Commission announced a 

host of measures to "facilitate the clean energy transition". This included a commitment to assist coal mining 

regions: "examine how to better support the transition in coal and carbon-intensive regions. To this end, it 

will work in partnership with the actors of these regions, provide guidance, in particular for the access to and 

use of available funds and programmes, and encourage exchange of good practices, including discussions on 

industrial roadmaps and re-skilling needs, through targeted platforms". 

A 

 

 Heading 1b    

134 Supporting 

employment in the 

Outermost regions 

through the setting 

up of a "OR 

employment " 

platform and the 

creation of "start-up 

kits" for jobs in the 

green and blue 

economy 

Proposed by Maurice 

Ponga, Sofia Ribeiro, 

Juan Fernando Lopez 

Aguilar, Ricardo 

Serrão Santos, 

Younous Omarjee, 

Gabriel Mato, Louis-

Joseph Manscour, 

Cláudia Monteiro de 

Aguiar and Liliana 

Rodrigues 

EMPL The proposal is to promote the development of jobs in the outermost regions (OR), which are nine territories 

with a population of 4.5 million: Guadeloupe, Guyane, Martinique, Mayotte, Réunion and Saint-Martin (FR), 

Canary Islands (SP); Azores and Madeira (PT).  

Its objective is to address the high levels of youth unemployment and long-term unemployment in the ORs. 

However; the proposed actions is already covered by the existing the Youth Employment Initiative (YEI), 

which is the EU financial resource supporting the implementation of the Council Recommendation of 22 

April 2013 establishing a Youth Guarantee and the Long-Term Unemployed (LTU) initiative (Council 

recommendation of 15 February 2016 on the integration of the long-term unemployed into the labour market), 

since the target group is unemployed youth and long-term unemployed. Thus, the objectives of the proposal 

would be better addressed under the YEI and the LTU Recommendation programs and actions currently 

implemented by Member States, which have exactly the same target groups.  

In addition, there are specific operational programmes under the ESI funds (e.g. ESF, ERDF) for the 

outermost regions, addressing the same or similar issues. The EMFF operational programmes for France, 

Spain and Portugal are also covering the outermost regions.  

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/outermost-regions/#1 

https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/emff/country-files_en   

C 
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135 Promoting youth 

employment in rural 

remote areas 

Proposed by Tania 

González Peñas 

EMPL The proposal would need further clarifications, in particular as regards the objectives of the network and 

expected results, concrete actions to be undertaken, the extent to which the network will build on existing 

structures (such as Public Employment Services) and initiatives. It is currently unclear whether the network 

would focus primarily on educational and vocational studies or on a broader set of policies to support youth 

employment.  

In addition, the focus on European programmes should not be exclusive, as many relevant initiatives are 

supported through other financial sources.  

B 

143 A strategic 

framework for the 

Black Sea: Beyond 

the Black Sea 

Synergy 

Proposed by Georgi 

Pirinski 

MARE The Commission has already launched a process to support the development of a bottom-up maritime agenda 

for the Black Sea, in line with the Blue growth strategy and the Black Sea Synergy, and in cooperation with 

the coastal countries and the relevant regional organisations. The agenda will identify strategic development 

priorities on maritime affairs, incl. marine research, for the sea basin and stimulate cross-border cooperation 

and project development.  

(https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/sea_basins/black_sea_en) 

For the implementation of the strategy, the Commission has already launched a call for tenders for an amount 

of EUR 1 million (through the 2017 EMFF work programme) to deploy a Facility for blue economy 

development (https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/tender/10021/facility-blue-growth-black-sea). The Facility will 

assist the elaboration of the above-mentioned agenda and provide technical support to promote blue growth 

related activities to interested EU Member States and neighbouring countries.  

C 

144 Bridging the time-

related “black holes” 

of ITI 

implementation to 

strengthen the urban 

areas growth 

Proposed by REGI 

REGIO  

 

The aim of this project is to identify a model that will improve the take up and implementation of the 

mechanism of Integrated Territorial Investments (ITI) in urban areas across the European 

Union especially at the start of the programming period. 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/publications/reports/2015/scenarios-for-integrated-

territorial-investments 

Strategies and integrated territorial investments are already in place for 2014-2020. Thus, the  urban areas are 

already used to design and implement the existing strategies. As a consequence, this process is expected to be 

much smoother and quicker in the future. 

The Urban Development Network (UDN) provides possibilities to network and exchange experience among 

urban ITI, within countries and through EU wide events.  

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/urban-development/network/ 

With the support of the UDN, capacities of urban administrations to develop and improve urban development/ 

ITI strategies will be strengthened.  

In addition, the programme URBACT supports cities in establishing/improving their sustainable urban 

strategies. 

http://urbact.eu/ 

 

Through experiences gained in this period for the set up and implementation of ITIs, particular through 

already established strategies, the time between the start of the next programming period and the potential 

C 
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start of the new ITIs should be considerably reduced.  

145 Danube Region 

Business Support 

Actors 

Proposed by Paul 

Rübig, Maria Grapini 

REGIO  

 

The proposal is already extensively covered by ongoing initiatives of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region 

(EUSDR) https://www.danube-region.eu/ and related bodies (such as the Danube Strategy Point 

(http://www.danube-region.eu/contact/danube-strategy-point ) and the Interreg Danube Transnational 

Programme (http://www.interreg-danube.eu/). The Commission's Joint Research centre is providing scientific 

support to the EUSDR (https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/research/crosscutting-activities/danube-strategy).  With 

regards to the business support part of the proposal, the Enterprise Europe Network (http://een.ec.europa.eu/) 

is present in all EU regions with about 500 organisations providing business support services with a European 

added value. With the call for proposals, they prepared their work programme which includes a regional 

implementation strategy based on what exists already as local/regional business support (regional integration) 

and how the EEN services add a European dimension and added value.  

The DANUBE-INCO.NET funded under the EU 7th research framework programme supported activities 

related to the creation of business networks and research and innovation in the area.  

(https://danube-inco.net/about/danubeinconet). 

In this sense, this aspect of the proposal is already implemented. 

C 

146 Energizing the 

Circular Economy in 

Lagging Regions 

Proposed by Maria 

Spyraki 

REGIO  

 

A number of activities have been foreseen in the Action Plan included in the Circular Economy package. 

(more information is available on http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/index_en.htm) 

 These also include the launch of a ''circular economy finance support platform'' and activities under 

INTERREG Europe Policy Learning Platform on Environment and Resource Efficiency 

(https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/environment-and-resource-efficiency/) and, thus, this PP 

would overlap with already existing activities. 

C 

147 European Housing 

Solutions Platform 

Proposed by EMPL 

REGIO  

 

The existing Urban Agenda Housing Partnership is a platform (MS, cities, EU, NGOs, relevant other 

stakeholders) working on an action plan to find solutions for and increase affordable housing. 

More information is available at https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/housing 

C 

148 European Small 

Islands Award 

Proposed by REGI 

REGIO  

 

The purpose of this proposal fits well into the already existing "RegioStars Award" project, carried out by the 

Commission every year; its objective is to identify good practices in regional development and highlight 

original and innovative projects that are attractive and inspiring to other regions. The award categories cover 

several thematic areas, including education, training; encouraging all 276 European Regions to submit 

applications for their projects, co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund, the Cohesion Fund, 

the European Social Fund or the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA).  

Projects and initiatives that combine ERDF or Cohesion Fund with the other ESI Funds with directly 

managed EU funds (e.g. Horizon2020, LIFE, COSME, CEF, EaSI, etc.) are also eligible. 

More information is available at http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/regio-stars-awards/ 

 A separate award by singling out 'small islands' would lead to an unnecessary duplication and more 

importantly, the exclusion of a large proportion of EU regions, including those regions listed in art. 174 of the 

Treaty also deserving specific attention (mountainous regions, bigger islands, small, medium or larger size 

cities, rural areas on the mainland, etc.). 

C 

https://www.danube-region.eu/
http://www.interreg-danube.eu/
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149 Measuring what 

matters to EU 

citizens: social 

progress in European 

regions 

Proposed by Nicola 

Caputo 

REGIO  

 

The pilot project could be implemented as suggested. A 

150 Municipalities 

network against 

radicalisation - 

Network to exchange 

best practices and 

prevent countering 

extremist violence, 

radicalisation and 

terrorism  

Proposed by REGI 

HOME The pilot project falls within the scope of Europe for Citizens' programme (Council Regulation N°390/2014 

of 14 April 2014).  

One of the specific objectives of the programme is to encourage the democratic and civic participation of 

citizens at Union level, by developing citizens' understanding of the Union policy making process and 

promoting opportunities for societal and intercultural engagement and volunteering at Union level. In order to 

achieve this objective, Article 3 point 2(a) of the above Regulation provides that the programme finances, 

inter alia, actions implemented at transnational level with a European dimension including mutual learning 

and cooperation activities such as citizens meetings, town twinning and networks of twinned towns. 

The pilot project could also be financed by the Internal Security Fund (ISF). In the corresponding calls the 

importance of municipalities and of a local multi-disciplinary approach with involvement of civil society are 

clearly stressed. The funded projects LIAISE and LIAISE II are a concrete example of an ISF-funded project 

which has created a network of municipalities in the fight against radicalisation and which organises 

conferences, issues guidelines, etc.  

Other aspects of the proposal are dealt with through the Radicalisation Awareness Network, funded with ISF 

funds (union actions). It is providing a networking platform to municipalities within a dedicated Working 

Group, where they exchange expertise, experiences and practices in regular workshops (e.g. How to create 

local networks), trainings and conferences. The RAN is furthermore focusing on the local dimension in 

dedicated papers, such as the Policy Paper on developing a local prevent framework and guiding. 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under Heading 3 MFF and placed 

under title 18 'Migration and home affairs'. 

C 

151 PEER 2 PEER for 

partners 

Proposed by REGI 

REGIO 

 

In 2015, the Commission launched a new instrument TAIEX-REGIO PEER 2 PEER for exchange of 

experience on implementation of cohesion policy between bodies in the Member States that are involved in 

the management and control of the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the Cohesion Fund 

(CF). In justified cases, also other public bodies can benefit from the scheme as long as the requested 

exchange directly contributes to improved capacity to implement ERDF/CF investments. Following a positive 

evaluation in mid-2016 of the pilot phase of the peer exchange instrument the decision was taken to prolong it 

until end 2020 financed under the technical assistance budget. As regards actions strengthening capacity 

building for partners it is possible for Member States to use technical assistance funding at their disposal in 

the programmes for this purpose. The Commission is giving priority to providing support to the bodies 

involved in the management and control of the Funds. 

C 
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More information on TAIEX-REGIO PEER 2 PEER is available at http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en 

/policy/how/improving-investment/taiex-regio-peer-2-peer 

152 Residence for deaf-

blind people 

Proposed by Ramon 

Tremosa i Balcells 

EMPL Building a residence for disabled persons cannot be covered under a Pilot Project as it is not an action that 

could be supported by any EU funds (as indicated in Regulations of the European Structural and Investment 

Funds (ESIF). Developing community-based alternatives to institutional care of people with disabilities 

including deafblind is the objective of EU funding and is supported through the European Social Funds 

(ESF). 

Thus, some of the actions/activities (apart from building) covered by the proposed pilot project could be 

funded through the European Social Fund (ESF) regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1304/2013): Actions funded 

by the ESF (Article 8 of Regulation) must aim to combat all forms of discrimination and to improve 

accessibility, with a view to improving integration into employment, education and training, thereby 

enhancing social inclusion, reducing inequalities, and facilitating the transition from institutional to 

community-based care, in particular for those who face multiple discrimination.  

The European Commission already supports a number of EU-level networks of disability organisations that 

aim to promote and protect the rights of all people with disabilities (including deaf-blind), in line with the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. These organisations, such as the 

European Network on Independent Living (http://enil.eu/), support and raise awareness on the transition from 

institutional to community-based care. 

The Commission cooperates with the European Expert Group on transition from institutional to community-

based care (https://deinstitutionalisation.com/), which is a coalition gathering stakeholders representing 

people with care or support needs including children, people with disabilities, people experiencing mental 

health problems, families, people experiencing homelessness; and service providers. To guide transition from 

institutional to community based care supported by ESIF, the group elaborated guidelines and toolkit. 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

D 

154 Sustainable and 

integrated seismic 

rehabilitation 

techniques 

Proposed by: REGI 

BUDG The pilot project is largely covered by the activities of the JRC in this field, namely on the definition of 

optimal criteria for combined improvement of seismic safety and thermal efficiency of existing buildings: 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/research-topic/improving-safety-construction. 

 

C 

155 Tailor-made support 

for regions and local 

communities affected 

by the energy 

transition 

REGIO  

 

A number of initiatives are available for European Cities in this area (https://ec.europa.eu/info/eu-regional-

and-urban-development/cities/priority-themes/energy-transition-cities_en).  

The European Innovation Partnership on Smart Cities and Communities (EIP-SCC) brings together cities, 

industry and citizens to improve urban life through more sustainable integrated solutions. This includes 

C 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en%20/policy/how/improving-investment/taiex-regio-peer-2-peer
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en%20/policy/how/improving-investment/taiex-regio-peer-2-peer
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/research-topic/improving-safety-construction
https://ec.europa.eu/info/eu-regional-and-urban-development/cities/priority-themes/energy-transition-cities_en)
https://ec.europa.eu/info/eu-regional-and-urban-development/cities/priority-themes/energy-transition-cities_en)
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Proposed by REGI applied innovation, better planning, a more participatory approach, higher energy efficiency, better transport 

solutions, intelligent use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT)  

(http://ec.europa.eu/eip/smartcities/).  

 . Article 7 of ERDF regulation foresees sustainable urban strategies where cities will manage directly funds 

including under thematic objective 4. The first call for proposals under the Urban Innovative actions (Article 

8 of ERDF regulation) includes a topic on energy transition (http://www.uia-initiative.eu/). 

In addition to this, funding possibilities of the ESIF 2014-2020 operational programmes implemented by the 

Member States cover this proposal (http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/atlas/).  

156 Promotion of 

sustainable buildings 

in medium and small 

municipalities 

Proposed by Miguel 

Urbán Crespo, Xabier 

Benito Ziluaga  

REGIO  

 

The 2014-2020 operational programmes of the Member States and the Urban Innovative actions may cover 

this proposal. In addition, European Cities can profit from the main stream operational programmes. Article 7 

of ERDF regulation foresees sustainable urban strategies where cities will manage directly funds including 

under thematic objective 4. The first call for proposals under the Urban Innovative actions (Article 8 of ERDF 

regulation) includes a topic on energy transition(see assessment of proposal 155). 

The Commission also published a technical guidance on 'Financing the energy renovation of buildings with 

Cohesion Policy funding'  

(http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/publications/guides/2014/financing-the-energy-

renovation-of-buildings-with-cohesion-policy-funding)  

C 

 Heading 2    

158 Impact of the new 

planting rights 

allocation 

mechanism of the 

vineyard and the 

transitional 

arrangements 2016-

2030  

Proposed by Miguel 

Viegas 

AGRI The proposal refers to the effects of the end of the planting rights regime from 2017, as if followed by full 

liberalisation. In fact, a scheme of authorisations for vine plantings repeals and replaces the planting rights 

regime, as decided in the 2013 CAP reform. That reform also defines the framework for support under direct 

payments, rural development and market measures, including several measures aimed at small and medium 

size farmers. 

This new scheme will be implemented between 2016 and 2030, with a mid-term review in 2023 as foreseen in 

Article 61 of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 (Common Market Organisation).  

A study or an evaluation (rather than a pilot project) of the implementation of the new scheme towards 

2021/2022, after having at least 5 years of implementation, would seem to be more appropriate.  

The Commission therefore considers that the proposed pilot project for the 2018 budget as being premature. 

Any future proposal should make clear reference to the new system of authorisations for vine planting. 

Finally, an evaluation of the wine CMO was published in October 2012 

(https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/evaluation/market-and-income-reports/wine-2012_fr), and a study on 

competitiveness of EU wines was published in December 2014 (https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/external-

studies/eu-wines-2014_en). Both provide already some analysis on the topics requested. 

C 

159 Study of regulation 

mechanisms for the 

AGRI An alert system for market crises is in place for the milk sector. A Milk Market Observatory was set up in 

April 2014 to provide full transparency on market developments, including indexes, trends in production, 

C 

http://ec.europa.eu/eip/smartcities/
http://www.uia-initiative.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/publications/guides/2014/financing-the-energy-renovation-of-buildings-with-cohesion-policy-funding
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https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/evaluation/market-and-income-reports/wine-2012_fr
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milk sector   

Proposed by Miguel 

Viegas 

consumption, stocks, trade, prices, productions costs and margins. Through the web interface of the Milk 

Market Observatory: https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/market-observatory/milk_en, Member States, 

stakeholders and citizens have direct access to accurate data in real time. The work of the Milk Market 

Observatory provides valuable information for the Commission for deciding whether or not it is appropriate 

to adopt market support measures for the milk sector. The Commission services monitor on a continuous 

basis market developments of other agricultural products/sectors.   

 

In addition, the Commission presented a report to the European Parliament and the Council on the 

development of the market situation in the milk and milk products sector, and in particular on the operation of 

the “Milk Package”, assessing in particular the effects on milk producers and milk production in 

disadvantaged regions in connection with the general objective of maintaining production in such regions, and 

covering potential incentives to encourage farmers to enter into joint production agreements. Originally the 

report was scheduled by end 2018 (pursuant to Article 225(b) of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013), but finally 

was published in November 2016 following the Extraordinary Agriculture and Fisheries Council held on 7 

September 2015. 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/milk/milk-package/com-2016-724_en.pdf   

 

Finally, in the 2016 budget procedure, the Commission accepted to carry out the pilot project 'Improving 

crisis prevention and management criteria and strategies in the agricultural sector' that may include in its 

scope aspects of crisis management and crisis prevention linked to milk sector. However, as the above-

mentioned pilot project is still under implementation, it is currently too early to provide its definitive scope. 

160 Study of supply 

regulation 

mechanisms in the 

sequence of the pig 

sector crisis  

Proposed by Miguel 

Viegas 

AGRI An alert system for market crises is in place for the different meat sectors. The aim of the Meat Market 

Observatory is to provide the EU beef & veal and pigmeat sector with more transparency by means of 

disseminating market data and short-term analysis in a timely manner. In addition, the Observatory has an 

Expert Group which meets regularly.  

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/market-observatory/meat_en  

 

Finally, in the 2016 budget procedure, the Commission accepted to carry out the pilot project 'Improving 

crisis prevention and management criteria and strategies in the agricultural sector' that may include in its 

scope aspects of crisis management and crisis prevention linked to meat sector. However, as the above-

mentioned pilot project is still under implementation, it is currently too early to provide its definitive scope. 

C 

161 Study on the use of 

European soil, and 

the right to it and 

access to small 

farmers 

Proposed by Miguel 

AGRI Rules on the ownership and sales of land fall within the national competence, even if they have to respect 

general principles of EU law and the Treaty fundamental freedoms, in particular the principle of the free 

movement of capital. Furthermore, many legal acts which may affect land transactions (taxation, inheritance 

law, territorial planning, …) fall also under national competence. Therefore most points of the proposed pilot 

project's scope fall outside the EU's competence. 

C 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/market-observatory/milk_en
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/milk/milk-package/com-2016-724_en.pdf
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Viegas  

As regards agricultural grants to small/family farms, the CAP is already providing support in various forms. 

Small and medium farms (above the so-called minimum requirements defined in article 10 of Regulation 

(EU) No 1307/2013) can benefit from direct payments and Member States have possibilities to enhance 

support for smaller beneficiaries notably through the 'redistributive payment' (article 41 of Regulation (EU) 

No 1307/2013). In addition, Article 7 of Regulation (EU) No 1305/2013 allows Member States to include 

within their rural development programmes thematic sub-programmes that address specific needs of, among 

others, small farms. The measure 'Farm and business development' (article 19(2) of Regulation (EU) No 

1305/2013) is also directed to small farms.  

Besides the above-mentioned, the Commission have had already several initiatives in the area of small and/or 

family farms:  

 Conference on family farms: https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/events/family-farming-conference-

2013_en  

 Publication of the European Network for Rural Development on family farming: 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/enrd/files/assets/pdf/publications-and-media/eu-rural-

review/PublicationENRDperiodical-17_en.pdf  

 Background paper of the European Network for Rural Development on semi-subsistence farming: 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/fms/pdf/FB3C4513-AED5-E24F-E70A-F7EA236BBB5A.pdf 

 

Finally, there is an on-going project funded under the Horizon 2020 that partially covers the objectives of the 

proposed pilot project: SFS-18-2015 - Small farms but global markets: the role of small and familiy farms in 

food and nutrition security. More information could be found here: 

http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/200242_en.html 

162 Corporate 

Territorial Identity: 

a new paradigm for 

the agro-food 

Proposed by Nicola 

Caputo 

AGRI The aim of the proposed pilot project is presented in a general manner without clear specification of expected 

outcome. Some objectives of the proposal are covered by the EU Quality Policy. For example, Regulation 

(EU) No 1151/2012 on quality schemes for agricultural products and foodstuffs aims at enhancing the quality 

and diversity of the Union's agri-food production which is closely linked to its territories. Protected 

designations of origin, protected geographical indications, and traditional specialities guaranteed can play the 

role of development vectors by attracting other systems in the territory like processing industry, tourism and 

culture. 

C 

163 Impact assessment of 

land grabbing 

practices in the EU  

Proposed by Miguel 

Viegas 

AGRI The regulation of land sales is a national competence and therefore it is the responsibility of each Member 

State to adopt the appropriate legal acts aiming to attain legitimate national policy objectives, such as the 

prevention of land speculation, preservation of agricultural communities and development of viable farms. 

The national legislation must respect EU law, in particular the free movement of capital and freedom of 

establishment which allow imposing restrictions to these freedoms if they pursue an objective in the public 

interest and are proportionate and applied in non-discriminatory manner.  

 

C 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/events/family-farming-conference-2013_en
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Finally, the study carried out for the European Parliament in 2015 addresses the subject matter: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/540369/IPOL_STU(2015)540369_EN.pdf 

164 Land banks and 

farming in the EU 

Proposed by Paloma 

López Bermejo 

AGRI Rules on the ownership and sales of land fall within the national competence, even if they have to respect 

general principles of EU law and the Treaty fundamental freedoms, in particular the principle of the free 

movement of capital. Furthermore, many legal acts which may affect land transactions (taxation, inheritance 

law, territorial planning, etc.) fall also under national competence.  

 

Moreover, the EIP-AGRI focus group "new entrants into farming: lessons to foster innovation and 

entrepreneurship" (https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-

agri_fg_new_entrants_final_report_2016_en.pdf) already provides examples on how dealing with the issue of 

access to land at national/regional level. Dissemination of good experiences might be done in the context of 

the established national and the European networks.   

C 

165 Promotion of a short-

term training 

programme for 

agricultural workers 

in a public-private 

partnership 

Proposed by Viorica 

Dăncilă 

AGRI Article 14 (knowledge transfer and information actions) of the Regulation (EU) 1305/2013 provides Member 

States with possibility of providing support for vocational training that addresses the objectives of the 

proposed pilot project. 

 

In addition, the previous EP pilot project carried out by the Commission (in particular DG AGRI): 'Exchange 

programmes for young farmers' provides some information about the needs of young farmers and specific 

training possibilities (e.g.: exchanges schemes): 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/external-studies/young-farmers_en. 

C 

166 Promotion of online 

platform for 

businesswomen in 

rural areas  

Proposed by Viorica 

Dăncilă 

AGRI Article 19 of Regulation (EU) 1305/2013 promotes among others the development of non-agricultural 

business in rural areas. This measure should also encourage entrepreneurship of women in rural areas. Also 

according to Article 7 of that regulation, Member States have the possibility to include within their rural 

development programmes thematic sub-programmes that address specific needs of, among others, women in 

rural areas.  

 

Furthermore the exchange of good practices is encouraged through the established national and the European 

rural networks. 

 

The European rural network, under its thematic work on social inclusion, deals with the question of women in 

rural areas. The European network aims the exchange of good practices. On rural women it has organised a 

workshop on social inclusion where one off the parallel session was dedicated to women in rural areas 

(9/02/2017). In the women hub good practices were presented. The ENRD's spring magazine also deals with 

the question of women in rural areas.  

 

Where relevant, online coaching for women engaged in agriculture can be part of actions covered by Article 

14 of Regulation (EU) 1305/2013 (knowledge transfer) and specific advice for business women can be 

C 
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supported by Article 15 of the same regulation. 

In addition, the work programme 2016-17 of Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 2 includes topics that could 

cover the scope of the proposed pilot project: 

 RUR-09-2017: Business models for modern rural economies 

 RUR-12-2017: Networking European farms to boost thematic knowledge exchanges and close the 

innovation gap 

 RUR-15-2017: The benefits of working with others – fostering social capital in the farming sector 

 

The 2016/17 work programme with descriptions of topics can be found on the following website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/reference_docs.html#h2020-work-

programmes-2016-17    

168 Study of the impact 

of the concentration 

of the retail sector on 

the income of 

agricultural and 

agricultural 

producers  

Proposed by Miguel 

Viegas  

AGRI The proposed analysis of contractual negotiations by producer organisations in the agri-food sector could 

provide relevant data on the use of the newly added Articles 169-171 of Regulation (EU) 1308/2013 (CMO 

regulation).  

 

In addition, some of the objectives of the proposed pilot project are addressed in the previous pilot project: 

"EP pilot project: Support for Farmers' Cooperatives".  The report was published in 2013, and it is available 

here:  https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/external-studies/support-farmers-coop_en  

Finally, in the 2016 budget procedure, the Commission accepted to carry out the EP proposed pilot project 

'Analysis of the best ways for producer organisations (POs) to associate, carry out their activities and be 

supported' that may include in its scope aspects of linked to the objective of the newly proposed pilot project. 

However, as the 2016 proposed and accepted pilot project is still under implementation, it is currently too 

early to provide its definitive scope. 

C 

169 The “Food Hub” 

Pilot Project 

Proposed by Maria 

Heubuch 

AGRI The objectives of the proposed pilot project can already be covered by Article 35(2) of Regulation (EU) 

1305/2013. Some examples of how the co-operation measure may be used for: 

 the development of new products, practices, processes and technologies in the agriculture, food and 

forestry sectors; 

 horizontal or vertical co-operation among supply chain actors for development of short supply chains 

and local markets; 

 promotional activities in a local context relating to the development of short supply chains and local 

markets. 

Currently, the study on storage capacities and logistical infrastructure for EU agricultural commodities is 

carried out. The tender documents are available at the following link: https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/calls-

for-tender/2016-276552_en   The study's results are expected to be published at the beginning of 2018 at the 

following link: https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/external-studies_en. They will cover part of the objectives of 

the proposed pilot project that relates to the logistical clusters. 

C 
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In addition, the work programme 2016-17 of Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 2 includes topic SFS-33-2016 

"Understanding food value chain and network dynamics" that could cover partly the scope of the proposed 

pilot project with an expected funding of €6 M. The project results are expected to improve the capacity to 

model the sustainability and resilience of food chains, to map the occurrence of unfair practices in the food 

chain and develop approaches to assess their (economic, environmental, social) impact, increase 

understanding of consumers demand and contribute to relevant policies. 

 

The 2016-17 work programme with descriptions of topics can be found on the following website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/reference_docs.html#h2020-work-

programmes-2016-17 

171 Vineyard decline: 

sustainability and 

competitiveness of 

European wine-

growing regions in 

danger 

Proposed by Eric 

Andrieu, Jean-Paul 

Denanot 

AGRI The wine sector is already broadly covered in Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 (CMO Regulation) and 

Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013 (the CAP Horizontal Regulation).  

In addition, the following on-going activities are covering the objectives of the proposed pilot project:  

 the WINETWORK (with an EU contribution of €2 M ) covers a network building capacities and gather 

good practices with regard to wine production and disease management (http://www.winetwork.eu/). 

 Horizon 2020 work programme 2016-2017 Societal Challenge 2 topic SFS-10-2017 "Research and 

approaches for emerging diseases and pests in plants and terrestrial livestock" could cover aspects 

mentioned in the scope since it includes as well the 'multi-actor approach' based on the active 

participation of stakeholders from research, plant health authorities, farming and business sectors (The 

2016-17 work programme with descriptions of topics can be found on the following 

website:http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/reference_docs.html#h2020-

work-programmes-2016-17).  

 EIP-AGRI Focus Group on diseases and pests in viticulture with actors from different sectors including 

researchers and farmers discussing/exchanging on Integrated Pest Management strategies to control the 

main pest and diseases in viticulture. Contributing to propose priorities for relevant innovative actions / 

projects including practical ideas for EIP-AGRI Operational Groups 

(https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/diseases-and-pests-viticulture). 

 

C 

172 EU Small Island 

Watch (SIWA) – 

Design and 

implementation of an 

optimal monitoring 

system for the coastal 

erosion in small EU 

islands 

ENV In line with this proposal, the Commission agrees on the importance of effective monitoring and modelling 

systems of coastal erosion - coastal management being also an important aspect of climate change mitigation 

and adaptation. Therefore, EU funding instruments do exist already which are addressing this issue. 

 

The topic of water and marine environment, thus coastal management including erosion, is one of the 

thematic priorities of the LIFE regulation and the 2014-2017 LIFE Multiannual work programme. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/about/ 
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Proposed by  Miriam 

Dalli, Raffaele Fitto, 

Anders Primdahl 

Vistisen, Ruža 

Tomašić, Remo 

Sernagiotto, Eleni 

Theocharous, Peter 

van Dalen 

 

The 2017 call for proposals of the LIFE programme are currently open:  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/life2017/#nat  

 

Moreover, approved LIFE projects have already developed best practices for dealing with coastal erosion. 

The Commission has published a brochure on the projects and achievements of the  LIFE programme related 

to coastal management:  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/publications/lifepublications/lifefocus/documents/coastal.pdf 

 

In addition to this, the latest LIFE Nature Focus publication highlights the issues threatening Europe's coastal 

habitats and how the LIFE programme has addressed them. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/news/newsarchive2017/june/index.htm#coastal_h 

 

173 Integrating smart 

sensors and 

modelling for Air 

Quality monitoring 

in a city 

Proposed by  Mark 

Demesmaeker, Ivo 

Belet, Bart Staes, 

Lieve Wierinck 

ENV This project answers to the high demand of citizens for local, high-resolution and real-time information on air 

quality. The project would make a significant contribution to increase the quality of the information obtained 

with sensors and to adequately integrate them into numerical air quality models. Additionally, this project 

would add a lot of value by facilitating the Europe-wide application of common calibration procedures.  

 

B 

174 Pilots for Nature-

Based Solutions for 

climate and water 

pollution mitigation 

in agricultural 

regions 

Proposed by  Mark 

Demesmaeker, Ivo 

Belet, Bart Staes 

ENV The project may help to demonstrate relevance and feasibility of nature based solutions to problems with 

water quantity and water quality in agricultural areas, which are challenges for a wide range of EU policies 

and legislation (e.g. Water Framework Directive, the Floods Directive, the Nitrates Directive, the Habitats 

Directive and in the objectives of the Common Agriculture Policy).  

 

However there is a need to secure that the project will have a clear added value compared to ongoing and past 

work in this area, ensuring that it fits well with water and biodiversity policy objectives and builds on existing 

knowledge and experience with nature based solutions. In addition, since one of the main benefits of nature-

based solutions is that they provide multiple benefits, the project should look at synergies and trade-offs with 

other types of ecosystem services. Finally, the specific solution should be set in the broader context, and the 

costs and benefits should be compared to alternative or complementary options, including reduction of 

emissions and pollution at source. The selection of pilots and regions should also take into consideration 

earlier relevant activities on this topic.  

 

Information on natural water retention measures (NWRM) at EU level can be found in the NWRM database:  
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http://nwrm.eu/. 

175 Promotion of a 

programme to 

protect the 

environment by 

preserving 

biodiversity through 

interregional and 

cross-border 

cooperation 

Proposed by  Viorica 

Dăncilă 

ENV Whilst cross-border cooperation for biodiversity conservation is an important topic, the project should be 

clearer about its innovative dimension and its value added. In addition, the description and justification of the 

proposal do not set out unambiguously  whether the main focus is on species and habitats of community 

interest, or biodiversity and ecosystems outside protected areas.  

 

In any case, interregional and/or cross border projects with a specific and  detailed action plan, demonstrating 

EU value-added can be  funded under the LIFE programme or European Structural and Investment Funds, 

especially under the European territorial cooperation goal (INTERREG programmes).  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/financing_en.htm 

C 

176 Promotion and 

encouragement of 

comprehensive 

bilateral studies to 

characterize 

international river 

basins  

Proposed by : João 

Ferreira 

ENV This project is fully covered by existing EU legislation, in particular the Water Framework Directive 

(Directive 2000/60/EC), which contains an obligation to designate and characterise international river basins. 

Following the implementation of this Directive, a number of studies and plans of international River Basins 

(Art 5) have been carried out and completed. The Commission's website related to the Water framework 

Directive includes a detailed overview on existing river basin management plans.  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/participation/map_mc/map.htm 

The LIFE programme has already financed a number of projects related to this topic.  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.getProjects&themeID=76&

projectList 

 

Water management and river basins activities are also covered by ESI funds – especially the European 

Territorial Cooperation programmes (INTERREG) have and can fund projects addressing transnational river 

basin projects.  

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/trans-national/ 

 

C 

181 Birds and high and 

medium voltage 

electric lines 

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

ENV The Commission is aware of the impact of power lines, particularly of high and medium voltage lines, on 

birds and the need of appropriate mitigation measures. However, the topic is already covered by existing EU 

legislation and initiatives.  

 

A guidance document "Energy transmission facilities and EU nature legislation" has already been drafted by 

the Commission in collaboration with the Member States' authorities and with input from the energy 

transmission sector and other stakeholders to facilitate the implementation of the Nature Directives and is to 

be finalised by the end of the year.  

 

This document covers electricity (high and medium voltage) but also gas and oil facilities. Once finalised, the 
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guidance will be made publicly available and translated into all EU official languages. 

 

The document provides best practices and examples of mitigation measures. This best practice document is 

designed mainly for use by public competent authorities responsible for the permitting of energy transmission 

plans and projects as well as developers and transmission system operators (TSOs), but it should also be of 

interest to impact assessment consultants, Natura 2000 site managers, NGOs and any other practitioner 

involved in the planning, design, implementation or approval of energy infrastructure plans and projects. 

 

Therefore the proposed pilot project would fully overlap with these activities. 

183 EU Butterfly 

Monitoring and 

Indicators 

Proposed by  Maria 

Noichl, Martin 

Häusling, Marco 

Zullo, Maria Heubuch, 

Maria Lidia Senra 

Rodríguez, Gerben-

Jan Gerbrandy, Julie 

Girling, Benedek 

Javor, Karin 

Kadenbach, Katerina 

Konecna, Pavel Poc, 

Renate Sommer, Bart 

Staes 

 

ENV This project is implementable and could support the design of a robust EU monitoring network of butterflies 

which would allow for the development of biodiversity indicators. They will be used to help improve 

targeting conservation measures taken under the EU Habitats Directive, to support the final evaluation of 

implementation of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 and in particular of the enhancement of biodiversity 

in agriculture. They will also contribute to monitoring the biodiversity impact of the greening of the Common 

Agricultural Policy. 

 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

A 

184 Impact of herbicides 

on amphibians and 

insects pollinators  

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

SANTE The project relates to different actions which are covered by EU legislation and initiatives currently being 

implemented , notably:  

 the scientific update of the risk assessment to bees (Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, EFSA guidance 

document on risk assessment for bees and other pollinators, draft Commission Implementation Plan 

for the guidance document),  

 the update of the risk assessment for amphibians and reptiles (scientific opinion document from 

EFSA in preparation), 

 a list of non-acceptable co-formulants 

 proper implementation of Directive 2009/128/EC and the concepts of integrated pest management, 

integrated production, minimisation of risk by application of pesticides. 

The project addresses two areas of concern of the environmental risk assessment, however as other important 

C 
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areas of the risk assessment are missing, it is not consistent with the holistic approach of EU legislation.   

In addition, one part is actually overlapping with another pilot project for which an extension is proposed 

(number 177 in Annex 1c below).  

186 The assessment, 

identification, 

sharing and 

dissemination of best 

practices for the 

humane management 

of invasive alien 

species.  

Proposed by Zbigniew 

Kuźmiuk 

ENV Regulation 1143/2014 indeed requires eradication or management of invasive alien animals of Union 

concern, by lethal or non-lethal measures. Thereby Member States shall ensure that animals are spared any 

avoidable pain, distress or suffering, without compromising the effectiveness of the measures. The project 

may be useful to support the EU IAS (invasive alien species) policy, but the description is vague. Therefore, 

we suggest the following specifications: 

 

The project shall develop guidance per (group of) species, for all 26 invasive alien animals of Union concern.  

 For every (group of) species, the project will develop a technical report, as well as a layman's report. 

 For every (group of) species, the project shall describe both the most appropriate lethal and the most 

appropriate non-lethal measures, according to the requirements in the Regulation. 

 For every (group of) species, the project shall also describe the animal welfare concerns of the 

threatened native animals. 

B 

187 The impact of drugs 

used in livestock in 

populations of 

necrophagous birds 

in the Iberian 

Peninsula 

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

ENV The issue raised in this proposal has been addressed and is to be further addressed, if necessary, by the 

Standing Veterinary Pharmaceutical Committee: 

 http://ec.europa.eu/health/documents/pharmaceutical-committee/veterinary-meeting/index_en.htm 

A specific risk assessment was carried-out by the European Medicines Agency at the request of the 

Commission; the Agency remains available to conduct further assessments if requested by the Commission. 

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2014/12/news_detail_002233.js

p&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c1 

A risk assessment has also been carried out in Spain. As a result, a range of mitigation measures have been 

adopted and an on-going monitoring of the possible impacts of the use of veterinary drugs in the populations 

of necrophagous birds has been set up. 

In the framework of the LIFE Regulation a specific objective of the Nature and Biodiversity priority area is 

devoted “to improve the knowledge base [...] for the assessment and monitoring of the factors, pressures and 

responses that impact on nature and biodiversity within and outside the Union”.  

See: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2013.347.01.0185.01.ENG 

 

In this connection, previous projects specifically addressed to species in question have been financed in the 

framework of the LIFE Programme, such as: 

- LIFE FEEDING SCAVENGERS  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5118  

- CBD 2003 - Conservation of the Spanish Imperial Eagle, Black Vulture, Black Stork 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=2444  

This proposal has therefore already been largely addressed by previous activities and also falls within the 
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scope of the LIFE Programme / call for proposals.  

For more information, see in particular http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/life2017/index.htm 

188 Toward a Common 

Mediterranean 

Marine Litter 

Management 

applying new 

integrated 

monitoring tools and 

pilot interventions 

Proposed by Renata 

Briano 

ENV/MARE Similar projects are already financed in the Mediterranean zone under the LIFE Programme:  

1) with UNEP for the implementation of the Regional Plan against marine litter, covering similar activities: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/good-environmental-status/descriptor-

10/pdf/Marine_litter_med_project_20_4_2016.pdf   

2) through a call for proposal promoting the Ecosystem Approach in the Mediterranean sea covering 

thresholds and monitoring for many Marine Strategy Framework Directive descriptors, including marine 

litter. 

The links to the list of UNEP/Map projects (that are not only EU funded ones, but that include reference to 

EcAp I, EcAp II and Marine Litter MED projects can be found at: 

 http://www.unep.org/unepmap/what-we-do/projects 

More specifically, the Brochure on EcAp MED can be found at: 

http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/586/ecosystemapproach2015_eng.pdf?sequence=3&is

Allowed=y 

Moreover, several EU programmes are providing funding possibilities for projects addressing marine litter 

(ERDF, EMFF, Horizon 2020). 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/good-environmental-status/descriptor-10/index_en.htm 

 https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/node/4025 

 

C 

189 A European network 

of Landcare 

organizations 

Proposed by Peter 

Liese, Norbert Lins 

ENV This proposals aims to support the development of a network of landcare organisations across Europe sharing 

experience, knowledge and expertise on the conservation of cultural landscapes and sustainable rural 

development. The Commission recognises the importance of these organisations and their contribution for the 

implementation of EU rural and environmental policies, especially also in Germany described in detail in the 

proposal. However, there are already EU programmes and initiatives which in principle offer funding 

possibilities for EU wide network activities related to landcare and rural development, such as the 

interregional cooperation programme (INTERREG) of the EU regional policy.  

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/environment-and-resource-efficiency/  

 

Moreover, the operating grants under the LIFE programme also provide funding for networking activities:  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/ngos/ 

 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 
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equal treatment and non-discrimination.  

190 Developing a 

network of pilot 

territories to tackle 

the decline of key 

prey and game 

species in 

Mediterranean regions 

Proposed by Nuno 

Melo 

ENV The Wild Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus) is not a species of Community importance and is not covered by the 

EU nature legislation. As regards possible indirect benefits for other species (like Iberian lynx or raptors), 

these are better addressed by specific and comprehensive measures targeted to such species, as already done 

under several LIFE projects (e.g.  LIFE10 NAT/ES/000570, LIFE08 NAT/P/000227, LIFE13 NAT/PT/001300, 

LIFE03 NAT/E/000050, LIFE07 NAT/E/000762, LIFE98 NAT/E/005308, LIFE14 NAT/IT/001017, LIFE06 

NAT/P/000194, LIFE96 NAT/E/003114). 

Although a number of LIFE projects have already targeted rabbit as a prey for other species, it is still possible 

to apply to funding under the LIFE Programme, especially if the proponent can demonstrate that some issues 

are not explored in the previous projects.  

As regards the Red-legged Partridge (Alectoris rufa), this is not a species under Annex I of the Birds 

Directive (for which Member States have to designate Special Protection Areas). It is a huntable species and 

according to the Birds Directive Art. 12. reporting it has a declining population status in the EU: 

 http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/summary?period=1&subject=A110  

 

 However, the proposed pilot project does not cover internationally recognised conservation priority actions. 

For instance, according to Birdlife international (2017) http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/red-

legged-partridge-alectoris-rufa/text, the main conservation actions include: promotion of low-level agriculture 

in the lowlands and the maintenance of traditional farming practices in marginal hill areas, stopping of the 

releases of other Alectoris species in the rest of Europe, sustainable hunting practices, etc.  

 

This proposal has therefore already been partly addressed by previous activities and also falls within the 

scope of the LIFE Programme / call for proposals.  

 

For more information, see in particular http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/life2017/index.htm.  

C 

191 Map of solutions, 

best practices & 

remedies to de-

contaminate EU 

from Lindane 

pesticide waste 

Proposed by Inés 

Ayala Sender 

ENV This project proposal concerns the Persistent Organic Pollutant (POP) Lindane and proposes actions related to 

the remediation of contaminated sites. The POPs regulation, implementing the Stockholm Convention, 

regulates Lindane.  

 

The Commission funds specific projects in this field via its LIFE Programme and, in particular, by the 

priority area Environment and Resource Efficiency in the framework of the sub-programme Environment.  

One of the specific objectives of this priority area is in fact “to develop, test and demonstrate policy or 

management approaches, best practices and solutions, [...] to environmental challenges, suitable for being 

replicated, transferred or mainstreamed, including with respect to the link between the environment and 

health [...]” (see LIFE Regulation, Art. 10. http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
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content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2013.347.01.0185.01.ENG)  

 

Similar projects have been financed in the past:  

-  DISCOVERED LIFE - Lab to field, soil remediation demonstrative project: New ISCO application to 

DNAPL multicomponent environmental problem (LIFE12 ENV/ES/000761) – see 

http://www.lifediscovered.es/  

- TBT CLEAN - Development of an integrated approach for the removal of tributyltin (TBT) from 

waterways and harbours: prevention, treatment and reuse of TBT contaminated sediments (LIFE02 

ENV/B/000341) – see 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_

id=2135  

Therefore, the eligibility of a comprehensive proposal on this subject could be assessed in the framework of 

the LIFE Programme / call for proposals for traditional projects. 

194 Reducing the damage 

of invasive alien 

species 

Proposed by Catherine 

Bearder 

ENV This pilot project addresses the pathways of introduction of invasive alien species (IAS). According to 

Regulation 1143/2014, Member States need to analyse and prioritise the pathways of introduction of IAS and 

develop action plans to address the priority pathways. For the first list of IAS of Union concern, this needs to 

be achieved by respectively 3 February 2018 and 3 August 2019. Further work will be required after every 

update of the list. 

 

While this obligation in the Regulation is limited to IAS of Union concern and to pathways of unintentional 

introduction, this project would address intentional and unintentional pathways of IAS of Union concern as 

well as other IAS, which would address the Biodiversity Strategy target 5 beyond the Regulation.  

 

On the other hand, the proposed project would focus on the aquatic environment only. Although the aquatic 

environment indeed poses specific challenges, we suggest the project to broaden its scope and to also address 

IAS of terrestrial environments. 

 

It is proposed that the project starts with a horizon scanning of pathways of introduction of IAS into Europe.  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/invasivealien/docs/Prioritising%20prevention%20efforts%20through

%20horizon%20scanning.pdf   

 

In the second phase, the project would explore methods to address the priority pathways and to share best 

practices. Test regions would be selected, reflecting priority areas where the risk of introduction is the 
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highest. Also networks of stakeholders will be created, reflecting the identified priority pathways for IAS into 

Europe. 

 

This alteration involves a budget shift to EUR 200.000 for the horizon scanning, EUR 800.000 for the test 

regions and EUR 250.000 for the networks. 

 

With those proposed changes, this project could provide a valuable contribution to the IAS policy. 

195 Territories facing the 

challenge of 

Sustainability: “the 

Territorial 

Sustainability 

Paradigm”, an 

applying method for 

defining new 

production and 

consumption 

strategies 

Proposed by Nicola 

Caputo 

ENV The objectives of the proposed pilot project are very broad and encompass many aspects (e.g.: food safety, 

high-quality food, sustainable agriculture taking into account economic, environmental and social aspects, 

local & territorial sustainable development) that are already covered and embedded in the current Common 

Agricultural Policy (CAP) and other EU policies. 

 

The Commission plans to carry out series of evaluations and studies in order to measure the performance of 

the CAP against its objectives (article 110 Regulation (EU) 1306/2013. The Commission's  evaluations and 

studies plan in the area of agriculture shows a number of evaluations and studies for the next 5 years: 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/evaluation/plan_en.pdf  

 

C 

196 Using Satellite 

images to improve 

the implementation 

of the Natura 2000 

network 

Proposed by Karin 

Kadenbach 

GROW/ENV The objective of this pilot project proposal is very closely matching the objectives of Actions 3 and 15 of the 

recent "EU Action Plan for nature, people and the economy" (COM(2017) 198 final).  

 

The Copernicus land monitoring service addresses, in its local component, the mapping of changes in 

Natura2000 sites.  

 

This pilot project is considered as a key-use case to assess the efficiency and effectiveness of the Natura 2000 

sites as a policy instrument for nature protection. The results of the pilot project can be beneficial for the 

improvement of the Copernicus Land monitoring service mapping of the changes in Natura2000 because the 

activities foreseen in this pilot project are currently not a task for the Copernicus Land Monitoring Service. 

A 

197 Benchmark study to 

define a “fair” public 

health return and 

help ensure a fair 

return on EU 

medical R&D 

RTD 

 

The pilot project would establish a methodology to monitor socio-economic impact of EU funded medical 

R&I investments (including direct investments, public-public and public-private partnerships), measure the 

rate of return on these investments and finally define what a "fair" return is. 

The pilot project could be implemented provided that potential overlaps with existing activities are avoided 

B 
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investments 

Proposed by Soledad 

Cabezón Ruiz 

and the scope is narrowed to fit within the limits of the foreseen resources.Detailed suggestions in below:   

 The Commission is legally bound to monitor and assess its funding activities, and it does so as 

evidenced by a series of evaluations of the different research framework programmes 

(https://ec.europa.eu/research/evaluations/index_en.cfm). These evaluations consider the socio-

economic impact of public research funding too and include dedicated chapters on health.  

However, no study yet has attempted to measure the rate of return on EU funded medical R&I, 

taking into account not only the economic but the social impacts (e.g. health gains) too. Such study 

would further current knowledge. Therefore, the Commission recommends focusing the project on 

this aspect. 

 

 The Commission proposes removing the objective to define a "fair" rate through such a study. This 

will be in the remit of political decision makers once evidence on the rate of return is presented. 

It is worth noting that experience from prior evaluations and other rate-of-return studies suggest that 

challenges to such research lie in the extremely long time lag between discovery and reaching clinical 

practice; the non-linear pathways to impact; the difficulty in capturing all direct and indirect impacts; data 

availability, measurability, reliability.  

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under Heading 1a MFF and 

placed under title 08 'Research and innovation'. 

198 The Development 

and Application of 

Fuel Moisture 

Algorithms for 

Precision Agriculture 

and Natural 

Resource 

Preservation 

deployed through 

Collaborative Data-

sharing Sensor 

Networks 

Proposed by Eva Kaili 

JRC 

Asoc. AGRI 

The pilot project overlaps with different EU actions and initiatives: 

 The Commission is financing the IoF2020 project (Internet of Things) under Horizon 2020 with an 

contribution of € 30 M (https://www.iof2020.eu/), which partly cover areas raised in the proposal 

such as data-sharing, platforms and digitization, and includes private and public actors from Greece. 

Moreover these areas will be high on the priorities for the next Horizon 2020 SC2 work programme 

for 2018-2020. 

 Moreover, an EIP-AGRI focus group dedicated to the question of “How to organise the data capture 

and processing to mainstream the application of precision farming for an optimisation of inputs and 

yield?”, included as well a scientist from Greece 

(http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/mainstreaming-precision-farming). 

 Furthermore in the Horizon 2020 SC2 work programme 2016/17 includes a topic on “SFS-01-2016: 

Solutions to multiple and combined stress in crop production.” looking at water and nutrient use 

efficiency. Link to the full description in the work programme  

(https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2016_2017/main/h2020-wp1617-

food_en.pdf)  

 Finally, the Commission's initiative of an "EU Action for Smart Villages" is currently being 

implemented and which also touches on some aspects related to the objectives proposed pilot 

project. 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under Heading 1a MFF.  

C 
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200 A Fish Per Day: How 

to protect the sea 

with the diet 

Proposed by Renata 

Briano 

MARE The proposed pilot projects aims to widen the knowledge of the consumer about the diversity of available sea 

food and in particular fish. However, a pilot project to collect all commercial designations of fishery and 

aquaculture products marketed in the European Union was successfully completed in 2015.  

It consisted in the establishment of a database containing all accepted commercial designations of fisheries 

and aquaculture products and resulted in a fully operational information system available in all EU languages 

that will provide to EU consumers, and all interested stakeholders in general, a wide range of information on 

fisheries and aquaculture products, including production methods and fishing gears used, conservation 

measures, species distribution and habitat, etc. The project is now to be run on a permanent basis and will 

provide consumers from across the EU with information on the variety of seafood available in the EU market. 

The permanent system is currently in the test phase (i.e. not yet publicly available), but all information, 

including the prototype system, were made available in the framework of the call for tenders 

(MARE/2016/16). 

https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/call-tender-mare201616-information-system-commercial-designations-fishery-

and-aquaculture-products_en 

D 

201 Central purchasing 

body for earth 

observation data 

with maritime policy 

purposes 

Proposed by Alain 

Cadec 

MARE The Commission shares the view that the application of space technologies - and more specifically earth 

observation (EO) data – has a huge potential for the maritime sector. However, these activities can be already 

supported via existing EU programmes. For example, the Copernicus programme already delivers free of 

charge data on sea surface temperature, ice cover, sea-level and algal blooms.  

Free of charge data from the synthetic aperture radar sensor on the Copernicus Sentinel 1 satellite can be used 

to detect (but not identify) vessels in a particular area. (https://scihub.copernicus.eu/, 

http://marine.copernicus.eu/ecmwf-mercator-ocean-scientific-skills-committed-scientific-excellence/) 

(http://marine.copernicus.eu/ecmwf-mercator-ocean-scientific-skills-committed-scientific-excellence/  

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

C 

202 Collective 

organisation of the 

freshwater fishing 

sector 

Proposed by Alain 

Cadec  

MARE This pilot project cannot be implemented due to the fact that EU exclusive competence is limited to the 

conservation of marine biological resources and does not cover freshwater fish resources. The management of 

freshwater fish resources is in principle a Member State's responsibility. In addition to the legal/Treaty 

constraints, most freshwater resources are not shared between different Member States, but live within the 

boundaries of one single Member State, which is by definition better placed to assess the scientific, 

environmental and socio-economic aspects of the management of the stock concerned.  

Against this background, the added value of the collective organisation of the freshwater fishing sector at the 

EU level is very limited, if any.  For the rare stocks for which trans-boundary cooperation would be required, 

the existing advisory councils can provide input, whenever requested. For instance, the Baltic Sea Advisory 

Council has set up a working group on salmon and sea trout, which also covers the freshwater part of their 

C 
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lifecycle. 

As for Member States, they could use their share of EMFF resources to support relevant networking and 

cooperation activities (EMFF Article 50 and Article 60-64) or communication activities, such as meetings 

with stakeholders (EMFF Article 91). 

203 COM-MAR: 

Common marketing 

standards to 

transparent internal 

market 

Proposed by Renata 

Briano 

MARE A pilot project to collect all commercial designations of fishery and aquaculture products marketed in the 

European Union was successfully completed in 2015 (MARE/2013/04).   

It consisted in the establishment of a database containing all accepted commercial designations of fisheries 

and aquaculture products and resulted in a fully operational information system available in all EU languages 

that will provide to EU consumers, an all interested stakeholders in general, a wide range of information on 

fisheries and aquaculture products, including production methods and fishing gears used, conservation 

measures, species distribution and habitat, etc. The project is now to be run on a permanent basis and will 

provide consumers from across the EU with information on the variety of seafood available in the EU market. 

The permanent system is currently in the test phase (i.e. not yet publicly available), but all information, 

including the prototype system, were made available in the framework of the call for tenders 

(MARE/2016/16).  

https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/call-tender-mare201616-information-system-commercial-designations-fishery-

and-aquaculture-products_en 

In parallel, the Commission will launch this year an ex-post evaluation of the marketing standards set out in 

Regulation 2406/96. 

D 

204 Control scheme for 

sea bass recreational 

catches 

Proposed by Alain 

Cadec 

MARE The Commission agrees that effective control and management of recreational fisheries can potentially be 

achieved by implementing different sets of measures, complemented by appropriate tools provided to 

fishermen. The Commission therefore considers that a project on control of recreational fisheries would be 

beneficial, including in the context of the future possible revision of the fisheries Control Regulation 

(Regulation No 1224/2009). In this regard, it would be appropriate to extend the project's scope to other 

regional realities across the EU, to cover at least one case study by regional basin. In addition, in order to 

maximize its added value and effectiveness, the pilot project should examine catch reporting tools in the 

broader context of available fisheries management and control means, such as fishing licenses, tracking 

device, monitoring and inspection activities. The Commission would like to add that, from a control 

perspective, a daily bag limit remains easier to control and enforce than a monthly bag limit and that any 

options that would be explored in the project should not be interpreted as pre-empting any future legal 

requirement in this respect. 

B 

205 EU platform for 

fishery and 

aquaculture 

producer 

organisation 

MARE The pilot project can be implemented and would allow the Commission to assess the extent to which producer 

organisations today are enabled to exploit the full potential of the internal market and would provide an 

opportunity to bring these organisations closer to one another so as to reduce fragmentation in the sector. The 

initiative would also allow the Commission to assess the opportunity to provide assistance to these structures 

on a permanent basis and in which manner this would best be done. 

A 
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Proposed by Alain 

Cadec 

206 Guidelines for the 

collection and 

disposal of munitions 

in the sea 

Proposed by Elena 

Gentile 

MOVE/MARE/ENV The aim of the proposal is to offer to regional and local authorities a common methodology and procedure for 

dealing with munitions in the sea, providing knowledge based support to operators and policy makers. 

Munitions at sea, and other hazardous substances in the maritime environment are an issue where EU funded 

activities already exist.   

The main objective of the European Marine Observation and Data Network (EMODnet), supported by the  

European Maritime Fisheries Fund (EMFF), is to collect all the existing marine data and to create 

interoperable, continuous and public available data for the all the European maritime basins and is related to 

the requirements of the European Marine Strategy Framework Directive (Directive 2008/56), and for the 

commitments made by the Member States in the framework of international conventions, for example:  

- The Barcelona Convention adopted in 1976 was the Mediterranean Action Plan, replaced In 1995, by the 

Action Plan for the Protection of the Marine Environment  

For the data collection for European basins in relation to dumped munitions, the European Marine data 

observation network set up a facility to provide access to GIS data in order to meet the needs of public 

authorities (http://www.emodnet-humanactivities.eu/blog/?p=57 ).  

 Moreover, the EMFF programme provides funding for the implementation of the Marine Strategy 

Framework Directive related to human activities with an impact on the marine environment under the shared 

and direct management mode (EMFF regulation Art. 79 and 82).   

In addition to this, the European Maritime Safety Agency has set up an action plan for 'Hazardous and 

Noxious' substances (HNS) relating also to long terms risks, such as munitions on sea ground.  

http://www.emsa.europa.eu/opr-documents/action-plans.html  

 

C 

207 Improving fish 

traceability by using 

the electronic 

product code 

standard EPCIS 

Proposed by Nicola 

Caputo 

MARE Under the EMFF, Member States can finance such systems under shared management support (Article 76 of 

Regulation No 508/2014). In addition, audits on Member States control systems carried out by the 

Commission in 2013-2015 confirmed that several Member States have been already voluntarily developing 

electronic traceability systems, the development and actual implementation and maintenance of which have 

required substantial investments. To develop those systems, some Member States also benefitted from the EU 

approval in the period 2007-2013 (fisheries control decisions). 

C 

208 Infor-Mare 

BlueMed": A sea of 

information  

Proposed by Renata 

Briano, Michela 

Giuffrida, Remo 

MARE Under the EMFF, Member States can finance such systems under shared management support (Article 76 of 

Regulation No 508/2014). In addition, audits on Member States control systems carried out by the 

Commission in 2013-2015 confirmed that several Member States have been already voluntarily developing 

electronic traceability systems, the development and actual implementation and maintenance of which have 

required substantial investments. To develop those systems, some Member States also benefitted from the EU 

support in the period 2007-2013 (fisheries control decisions). 

C 
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Sernagiotto 

209 Ocean Literacy for 

All 

Proposed by Daniele 

Viotti, Isabelle 

Thomas, Tiemo 

Wölken, Alain Cadec, 

Sergio Gaetano 

Cofferati, Gesine 

Meissner, Ulrike 

Rodust, Ricardo 

Serrão Santo 

MARE This pilot project can be implemented and addresses a key maritime policy issue, ocean literacy, which is 

closely linked to the Ocean Governance agenda and maritime skills activities. This pilot project will enable 

the Commission to improve society's ability to understand the importance of seas and oceans for their well-

being and for the economy. 

A 

210 Scientific 

observatory of 

bluefin Tuna 

population through 

almadraba fishing 

Proposed by Paloma 

López Bermejo 

MARE Paragraph 66.b. of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas  (ICCAT) 

Recommendation 14/04 (Article 26 of Regulation 302/2009), requires the transmission of daily catch reports 

(including zero catches) to the Member States' authorities and then transmission to ICCAT via the EC. These 

data are made available to the ICCAT scientists (SCRS). In addition, Paragraph 88 of Rec. 14-04 (Article 30 

of Regulation 302/2009) requires 100% coverage of harvesting activities in traps by a national observer. This 

includes recording of catches and effort but also scientific tasks to provide SCRS with relevant information. It 

is important to note that the provision of scientific data is already compulsory for traps under the ICCAT BFT 

recovery plan and the transposed measures (Regulation 302/2009). 

C 

211 Security schemes in 

fishing 

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

MARE Member States may already contribute to mutual funds for adverse climatic events and environmental 

incidents. This allows MS to compensate fishermen for economic losses caused by adverse climatic or 

environmental events or for the rescue costs for fishermen in the case of fishing accidents (Article 35 of 

Regulation No 508/2014). As for preventing accidents at sea, Member States may use EMFF resources to 

improve security on-board, in particular for small-scale coastal fisheries (Art 32 – Health and safety). The list 

of eligible actions is further specified by an appropriate delegated act (Commission Delegated Regulation 

2015/531)  

Furthermore, aid intensity for such projects benefit of an increase of 30 percentage points when undertaken by 

Small-Scale Coastal Fishermen and of 35 percentage points when taking place in Outermost regions. (Article 

95 and Annex I of Regulation No 508/2014).. 

Member States are thus fully able to implement and support the proposed action in particular for small scale 

coastal fisheries, through their EMFF Operational Programmes. 

C 

212 Setting up an 

observatory for 

fisheries resources in 

outermost 

regions/Dispositif 

MARE The part of activities suggested in this proposal is already covered by the implementation by the Member 

States of the multiannual Union programme for the collection, management and use of data in the fisheries 

and aquaculture sectors for the period 2017-2019 (Commission Implementing decision (EU) 2016/1251) - 

(EMFF- DC-MAP former DCF Council Regulation (EU) No 199/2008). Moreover, there are ongoing 

activities in the Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC) in relation to the improvement of 

C 
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d'observation des 

ressources 

halieutiques dans les 

RUP  

Proposed by Younous 

Omarjee 

the data collection/information system practices in the Western Central Atlantic Region and in the fight 

against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU). 

It should also be recalled that, as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

214 Sustainability 

labelling and other 

measures of support 

for Almadraba tuna 

products 

Proposed by Paloma 

López Bermejo 

MARE Voluntary labelling is framed by Article 39 of the CMO Regulation (R(EU)N0 1379/2013) and financing is 

possible under the EMFF Article 68, and for producer organisations under EMFF Article 66, within Member 

State's operational programme. Member States where tuna fishing with Almadrabas is practiced are fully able 

to implement and support the proposed action through their EMFF Operational Programmes, within the 

management measures on tuna trap fishing imposed by the International Commission for Atlantic Tunas 

(ICCAT). As for a Union-wide eco-label, the Commission has presented a report to the European Parliament 

and the Council under Article 36 of Regulation (EU) 1379/2013. 

C 

215 Valorisation of fish 

and development of 

new products 

(species of no 

commercial value) 

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

MARE The need to improve the added value of unwanted catch and of catches of low commercial value, in particular 

for Small Scale Coastal Fisheries (SSCF), is already fully taken into account by the EMFF, be it at the 

catching stage (Article 38(a) of Regulation No 508/2014)), the handling and storing on-board (Article 42), the 

storing and processing after landing (Article 69) or the marketing stage (Article 68). Furthermore, aid 

intensity for such projects benefit from an increase of 30 percentage points when undertaken by Small-Scale 

Coastal Fishermen and of 35 percentage points when undertaken in outermost regions or in remote Greek or 

Croatian islands (Article 95 and Annex I). Member States are thus fully able to implement and support this 

proposed action through their EMFF Operational Programmes. 

C 

216 Manual of Good 

Practices for Cruises  

Proposed by Cláudia 

Monteiro de Aguiar 

MARE The scope of the manual needs to cover all aspects of best practices including on how to improve the possible 

environmental impact of the cruise services.  The study needs to take into account possible guidance or best 

practices developed already by the cruise sector in order to avoid duplication. Involvement of the relevant 

stakeholders will be necessary in the elaboration of the manual using also existing fora such as the cruise 

dialogues and especially the pan-European cruise dialogue that will take place in 2018. 

A 

217 Measures to support 

the siege fleet - 

Sardine fishing 

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

MARE Activities aiming to improve the knowledge and management of the European Atlantic sardine can be funded 

in principle by existing EU programmes, such the INTERREG Atlantic Area aiming to protect and enhance 

biodiversity (http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/atlas/programmes/2014-2020/france/2014tc16rftn002). 

In relation to support to the fleet, the scope of the action is already foreseen under Articles 30 (diversification 

and new forms of income), 33 (temporary cessation of fishing activities) and 34 (permanent cessation of 

activities) of the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF). 

C 

218 Reduction of 

conflicts between 

fishing activities and 

marine protected 

MARE The actions proposed are covered by the mid-term strategy of the General Fisheries Commission for the 

Mediterranean (GFCM) (output 4.1) and action 37 of the MedFish4Ever declaration 

(https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/inseparable/en/medfish4ever). 

Moreover, ,similar activities are carried out by the ACCOBAMS-GFCM Project on mitigating interactions 

C 
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species testing new 

devices and 

management systems 

Proposed by Renata 

Briano 

between endangered marine species and fishing activities (2015–2017) coordinated by the Secretariats of the 

GFCM and of the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and 

Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS).  

219 Platform for analysis 

and on-line support 

to dentists and dental 

technicians about the 

advantages and 

potential applications 

of Additive 

Manufacturing and 

3D printing 

technologies 

Proposed by Dario 

Tamburrano 

RTD This proposal is fully covered by the Horizon 2020 legal base and it overlaps with a topic that is proposed in 

the planned call under LEIT part of Horizon 2020 WP 2018-2020. It aims to develop prototype biomaterial(s) 

for dental implants and/or dental roots in the field of periodontal applications and dental surgery. Specific 

attention is devoted to additive manufacturing and 3D printing technologies so as to support dentists and 

dental technicians about the advantages and potential applications of these techniques for appropriate dental 

procedures. 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under Heading 1a MFF.  

 

C 

220 Eat safe, eat better! 

European roadshow 

Proposed by Michela 

Giuffrida 

SANTE The project touches on raising awareness on  

 access to food (DG  EMPL) 

 Safe food  

 And food which ensure their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life  

These goals cannot be achieved by a road show with tasting of regional food or demonstration of cooking. 

The project is too broad and therefore cannot be implemented. 

D 

221 Towards a 

sustainable EU food 

policy 

Proposed by Herbert 

Dorfmann, Mercedes 

Bresso 

SANTE This proposal is still under assessment. 

 

 

222 Map the global 

threat of 

antimicrobial 

resistance in food-

producing animals  

Proposed by Miguel 

Viegas 

SANTE The proposal relates to different actions which are already part of EU legislation and initiatives being already 

currently implemented,  notably:  

 

 The European Surveillance of Veterinary Antimicrobial Consumption (ESVAC) reports produced by 

the European Medicines Agency (EMA) provide a very detailed analysis on the use of antimicrobials 

in animals and associated trends.  

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/regulation/document_listing/document_listing

D 
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_000302.jsp 

 Similar data for use of antibiotics in humans are available in ESAC (European Surveillance of 

Antimicrobial Consumption Network) reports.   

http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/antimicrobial-resistance-and-consumption/antimicrobial-

consumption/ESAC Net/Pages/ESAC-Net.aspx  

 In addition, the Joint Interagency Antimicrobial Consumption and Resistance (JIACRA) reports 

produced by the relevant EU agencies (EMA, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and 

Control – ECDC – and the European Food Safety Authority – EFSA) already provide an overview of 

the AMR situation, and link it to the use of antimicrobials.  

 

First report: http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/_layouts/forms/Publication_DispForm.aspx?List= 

4f55ad51-4aed-4d32-b960-af70113dbb90&ID=1249 

 

Another JIACRA report is in preparation and should be published in the coming months.  

http://www.eurl-ar.eu/data/images/ws_april-

2017/t5_update%20on%20jiacraii%20copenhagen_ecdc_efsa3.pdf 

  

 The Commission (DG Health and Food Safety) is performing a series of fact-finding missions to 

Member States concerning the prudent use of antimicrobials in animals.  Many of the corresponding 

reports have been already published (see links below), and an overview interim report on the series is 

in preparation.  

 The Commission is also carrying out a series of audits to Member States concerning AMR 

monitoring in zoonotic and commensal bacteria in food and food producing animals. Many of the 

corresponding reports have been already published and an overview interim report on the series is in 

preparation: 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/audit_reports/index.cfm  

 Finally, at the global level OIE (World organisation for Animal Health) has circulated 

questionnaires to its member countries and for collecting data on the use of antimicrobials in 

animals (http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Media_Center/docs/pdf/PortailAMR/EN_OIE-

AMRstrategy.pdf) and a joint WHO-OIE-FAO questionnaire has also been circulated to countries 

worldwide in recent months. 

 

223 Improving the 

representation of 

European consumers 

in EU policy making 

on food 

Proposed by Pascal 

Arimont, Nessa 

SANTE 

 

The Commission acknowledges the importance of consumers' representation in the EU food policy decision 

making. The umbrella organization BEUC which covers the national consumer organizations from 31 

European countries is a member of SANTE stakeholder Advisory group on the food chain and animal and 

plant health and other SANTE stakeholder bodies. BEUC is well recognised as representing independently 

the interests of the consumers in particular because of its strong linkage with the main national associations. 

The food area is one of the five priority areas of BEUC activities with staff allocated specifically to follow 

food policy related matters.  

C 
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Childers, Claude 

Turmes 

 

BEUC already receives financial support from the EU budget. The project coordinated by BEUC called 

Consumer Champion is focused on capacity building for European Consumer Professionals. Consumer 

Champion is a follow-up programme of the previous capacity building project entitled TRACE, funded by the 

EU. The first TRACE programme (2002-2007) was set up under the Consumer policy strategy to support and 

enhance the role of consumer organisations representatives in decision-making. At the start of 2008, a second 

programme (2008-2011) was started also under the Consumer policy strategy with the purpose of 

empowering consumer organisations through training. 

We thus consider that the main objectives are already addressed. 

225 A fair transition of 

vulnerable regions to 

the post-carbon era 

Proposed by Giorgos 

Grammatikakis, Jytte 

Guteland 

REGIO 

 

The 2014-2020 operational programmes of the Member States and the Urban Innovative actions may cover 

this proposal as it is currently drafted. However, if the pilot project is redesigned to focus on industrial 

regions in transition (which includes regions which are vulnerable in the post-carbon era), it could be 

considered in the context of actions to follow up the forthcoming Commission Communication on Smart 

Specialisation.  

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/newsroom/consultations/smart-specialisation/ 

B 

226 Cities as climate 

change hot spots 

(C3HOT) 

Proposed by Ivo Belet, 

Mark Demesmaeker, 

Bart Staes 

CLIMA Existing EU programmes do already  address these issues and in particular the LIFE programme under the 

"Governance and Information" priority area of the sub-programme for climate: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/life2017/#governance.  

 

"Best practices and awareness raising activities addressing adaptation needs 

Projects targeting the development and use of practicable and meaningful adaptation indicators and 

monitoring systems and the uptake of climate services in adaptation planning at local level ('downscaling of 

climate impacts'). Moreover, applicants can propose best practice and awareness raising projects focusing 

on understanding the economic and social impacts as well as costs and effectiveness of adaptation and 

implementing concrete actions to address such impacts and costs." 

 

Guidelines for Applicants 2017 LIFE Climate Action "traditional projects" p. 36 

The 2017 call for proposal for this programme is open until 7th September.  

 

In addition, related activities are already undertaken under the Copernicus programme 

(http://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/space/copernicus/)  :  

- UrbanSIS - Climate Information for European Cities (https://climate.copernicus.eu/urbansis-climate-

information-european-cities).   

 

The relevant Commission services do additional, more technical observations on the model which can be sent 

C 
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https://climate.copernicus.eu/urbansis-climate-information-european-cities
https://climate.copernicus.eu/urbansis-climate-information-european-cities


July 2017 - PP New 71 

N° EP Proposal DG Commission Assessment Category 

upon request.  

 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

 Heading 3    

227 Media councils in the 

digital era 

Proposed by CULT 

CNECT The pilot project could be implemented. A 

229 Quality journalism 

across Europe" 

Enhancing editorial, 

digital and 

intercultural skills of 

professional 

journalists through 

content driven 

exposure and 

experience in other 

countries’ media 

Proposed by CULT 

CNECT The pilot project could be implemented. 

 

For recollection, a feasibility study of 2011 focused on a very similar topic7, the outcome of which should be 

taken into account in the eventuality of an adoption.  

 

Given the clear commonalities among proposals N. 81, 82, 229, 230, and 232, the Commission will consider 

the possibility of a joint implementation, should more than one of these be finally adopted by the Parliament. 

 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

A 

230 Specific grant 

scheme to foster 

quality journalism 

across Europe 

Proposed by CULT 

CNECT The pilot project could be implemented. 

 

For recollection, a feasibility study of 2011 focused on a very similar topic8, the outcome of which should be 

taken into account in the eventuality of an adoption.  

 

Given the clear commonalities among proposals N. 81, 82, 229, 230, and 232, the Commission will consider 

the possibility of a joint implementation, should more than one of these be finally adopted by the Parliament.         

A 

232 Internship CNECT The Commission considers that the proposal is very sound, responds to a real societal need – as emphasised A 

                                                 
7 http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media_taskforce/doc/mobility/erjo_part1_report.pdf 
8 http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media_taskforce/doc/mobility/erjo_part1_report.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media_taskforce/doc/mobility/erjo_part1_report.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media_taskforce/doc/mobility/erjo_part1_report.pdf
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opportunities for 

minority language 

media 

Proposed by CULT 

 

for instance by recent independent reports – and that it can be implemented. The Commission recalls a 

feasibility study of 2011 focused on a very similar topic9, the outcome of which should be taken into account 

in the eventuality of an adoption. Whilst the Commission is aware of the specificities of this proposal (and 

particularly its focus on minorities), given the clear commonalities among proposals N. 81, 82, 229, 230, and 

232, the Commission will consider the possibility of a joint implementation, should more than one of these be 

finally adopted by the Parliament.         

236 Preventing 

radicalisation of 

young people 

through education 

and culture 

Proposed by CULT 

NEAR 

 

Activities under this proposal would be eligible under both the Peace-Building Initiative targeting Israel and 

Palestine - financed on an annual basis by the ENI - and the Internal Security Fund and could overlap with the 

Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN). 

In alignment with the EU Council Conclusions on the Middle East Peace Process (MEPP), the overall 

objective of the Peace-Building Initiative is to support and promote the conditions for a sustainable resolution 

of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through civil society and citizens' positive engagement. The programme is 

implemented through a Call for Proposals which finances civil society initiatives in Israel, Palestine, and 

tentatively Europe and Jordan. 

 

As regards the Internal Security Fund, it is worth noting that vulnerable groups, especially children and young 

people, are and will continue to be a clear focus of Internal Security Fund (ISF) calls.  

 

The Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN) (funded by ISF, union actions) furthermore provides 

dedicated activities to youth, especially within the Working Group on Youth, Families and Communities. 

Under the umbrella of this Working Group, the RAN has recently established a Platform for youth called 

“RAN Young”, which is precisely a network of young people with the aim to help their peers to raise their 

voice and to empower youth to actively contribute to shape prevent policies. These young people will share 

and promote EU values, such as dialogue and mutual respect. RAN Young is primarily targeted to EU 

Member States, but will have an international outreach, also in the geographic area proposed by the EP pilot 

project, thanks to a strong collaboration and synergies with other European and international initiatives 

(United Nations, European Youth Forum, Extremely Together (Kofi Annan Foundation), YouthCAN, OSCE 

Youth Ambassadors, the DG EAC role model network, etc). 

C 

239 Children Eurostar - 

singing contest 

Proposed by  CULT 

EAC The pilot project is covered by the Creative Europe programme. It could take place in the framework of a 

cooperation project under the action ‘Support to cooperation projects’.  
C 

240 EPICURUS Culture 

Proposed by  CULT 

EAC The proposal covers 2 aspects.  

On the one hand it would support schools in developing educational programmes in the field of gastronomy. 

Yet Food and gastronomy has been the subject of many European cooperation projects in the field of 

C 

                                                 
9 http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media_taskforce/doc/mobility/erjo_part1_report.pdf  

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media_taskforce/doc/mobility/erjo_part1_report.pdf
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education since the 1990s (supported, for example, under Comenius and currently under Erasmus+). The 

proposal calls for the setting up of a European on-line platform for sharing their educational activity, teaching 

material and best practices. Such a platform exists in the form of the E-twinning involving 473.000 teachers 

from 180.000 schools, currently running 60.000 projects. 

The second part proposes to set-up a European Master's on gastronomy, with universities jointly developing 

the Master programme. The reality is that European higher education institutions in the field of culinary and 

gastronomic sciences already offer studies at Master's level, participate in transnational cooperation and can 

benefit from cooperation opportunities in the context of the Erasmus+ Programme that include opportunities 

for the development of joint curricula and mobility, most notably under the Erasmus Mundus part of the 

Erasmus+ Programme.   

241 European Houses of 

Culture 

Proposed by CULT 

EAC The pilot project could be implemented. 

It would be in line and contribute to the implementation of the Joint Communication "Towards an EU 

strategy for international cultural relations" 

A 

242 Promoting Academic 

Heritage in Member 

States 

Proposed by Georgios 

Kyrstos 

EAC Promoting Academic Heritage in Member States aims at creating a network of universities this initiative 

encourages the creation of a national and pan European academic network aiming at the documentation, 

presentation study, access and promotion of the academic heritage.  

The pilot project is covered by the Creative Europe programme (Regulation 1295/2013). It could take place in 

the framework of the action 'European Networks', which supports European networks that carry out activities 

strengthening skills, including adaptation to digital technologies and cooperate internationally (call EACEA 

39/2016).  

Alternatively, it could be supported under the action 'European cooperation projects' (call EACEA/45/2016), 

which support transnational mobility and cooperation in the cultural and creative sectors, including cultural 

heritage.  

C 

243 Support and 

Protection for 

Natural and Cultural 

Heritage 

Proposed by Liadh Ní 

Riada 

ENV The proposed pilot project is covered by activities already foreseen under the Nature Action Plan 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/fitness_check/action_plan/index_en.htm on strengthening 

links between natural and cultural heritage.  

These activities are set out under Action 14 of the Action Plan and include good practices (case studies) for 

integrated management of natural and cultural heritage, active dissemination and awareness-raising about 

such good practices, assessing the potential of natural and cultural heritage to generate economic benefits and 

employment opportunities also at local level, organising joint local events to promote such synergies 

C 

244 Towards an EU 

Strategy for 

International 

Cultural Relations. 

Interconnecting 

Cultural 

REGIO 

 

In general, culture and creative sector priority area is extensively covered by ongoing initiatives by the EU 

Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) to bring together different cultural expressions and 

competences of the region in order to increase its economic and cultural prosperity.  

http://www.eusbsrculture.eu/ 

 

The transnational cooperation programme for the Baltic Sea is supporting the implementation of the EUSBR 

D 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/fitness_check/action_plan/index_en.htm
http://www.balticsea-region-strategy.eu/about
http://www.balticsea-region-strategy.eu/about
http://www.eusbsrculture.eu/
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Communities in the 

Baltic Sea Region: 

Panevezys Arts 

Center 

Proposed by Laima 

Andrikiene 

activities. 

https://www.interreg-baltic.eu/about-the-programme/priorities/coordination-of-the-eusbsr.html 

  

Thus, a wide range of inter-governmental and non-governmental bodies are already addressing culture in the 

Baltic Sea region (e.g. the cultural network ARS BALTICA, the Monitoring Group on Cultural Heritage in 

the Baltic Sea States (MG), the CBSS Senior Officials Group on Culture (SOGC), and the Northern 

Dimension Partnership on Culture (NDPC) and there are several regional organisations which touch upon 

cultural issues (e.g. the Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM), the Baltic Sea States Subregional Cooperation 

(BSSSC), the Baltic Development Forum (BDF) and the Union of the Baltic Cities (UBC). One of the 

objectives of EUSBSR is to enhance the cultural cooperation and coherence between these networks to 

facilitate successful interaction, joint activities and a coordinated and strategic common approach. 

Taking into consideration that in general the objective of the action is already covered, and a direct grant to be 

awarded to the body explicitly mentioned in the proposal is not in line with the relevant provisions of the 

financial regulation, the project cannot be implemented as proposed. 

245 Finance, Learning, 

Innovation, 

Patenting for 

Cultural and 

Creative Industries 

(FLIP for CCIs) 

Proposed by Laima 

Andrikiene  

EAC The pilot project could be implemented. 

 

The action is in line and would contribute to the implementation of the policy priority on cultural and creative 

industries. The integrated approach at regional level would be a welcome policy development.  

A 

246 StratCom Plus 

Proposed by Siegfried 

Mureșan, Inese 

Vaidere, Petri 

Sarvamaa, Eduard 

Kukan, Michael 

Gahler 

NEAR The activities  of the pilot project can be supported in the frame of the existing StratComm East initiative. 

It is partly financed by administrative expenditure of the EEAS and partly by funds for information and 

communication under the Commission's prerogatives – budget line 19.0601.  

 

For recollection, the funds cannot be used to finance staff and since the focus is on external action, it is not 

possible to target Member States. However, for certain actions, for example trainings, staff from selected 

Commission Representations in Member States could be invited to participate. Representations could also 

benefit from other relevant services, for example studies and analyses.  The Commission, can finance, for 

example a strategic communication expert (even working intra muros) for each EU Delegation with local 

language skills to advice the delegation. A local network of volunteers (NGOs, journalists) to help identify 

disinformation activities and channels could also be maintained using the funds. 

C 

248 Impact of the use of 

herbicides and 

pesticides in gardens 

and public spaces, on 

SANTE The objectives of this proposal are already addressed. For any active substance to be approved for use in plant 

protection products in the EU, all possible risks following their use in plant protection products (herbicides, 

insecticides,…)  are extensively assessed by EFSA during its risk assessment according to the provisions of 

Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. This includes an assessment of the risk to operators and bystanders as well as 

C 

https://www.interreg-baltic.eu/about-the-programme/priorities/coordination-of-the-eusbsr.html
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public health and 

workers  

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

to workers and residents following application of a plant protection product. The body of knowledge is not 

restricted to the exposure of these groups following application in public areas, but in all areas where humans 

might be exposed to plant protection products. 

 

EFSA carries out that assessment on the basis of data submitted by the applicant, all scientific peer-reviewed 

open literature from the last 10 years and comments submitted by experts appointed by Member States as well 

as the general public in a peer-review procedure. 

 

In October 2013, EFSA published a new Guidance Document on the assessment of exposure of operators, 

workers, residents and bystanders in risk assessment for plant protection products 

(http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/3874). The guidance document includes a new tool to better 

calculate to actual exposure of operators and bystanders to a pesticide during the application. The finalisation 

of the guidance document included an extensive consultation of the public 

(http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/681e) assuring that the document represents the most recent 

scientific state of the art. In addition, a large data collection on exposure assessment scenarios for operators 

exposed to pesticides was presented in 2015 (http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/855e). 

250 Access to innovative 

medicines in the EU  

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

SANTE The objectives of this proposal are already addressed by various ongoing activities. Access to medicines is a 

complex issue which is influenced by different factors. The Council Conclusions of June 2016 have 

highlighted issues which they consider should be further investigated, including a study on the impact of 

incentives on innovation, the availability and accessibility of medicinal products. We consider that the various 

ongoing activities (see below) can have an impact on the added value of any additional study as they already 

address the issues identified in the proposal. Therefore, we consider that there is no need for any additional 

pilot projects as proposed by the European Parliament.  

Ongoing activities: 

- DG SANTE/GROW Study on the impact of SPC and pharma incentives on innovation, availability 

and accessibility of medicinal products 

- The European Commission Expert Group on Safe and Timely Access to Medicine for Patients 

(STAMP) was established in 2015 as a sub-group of the Pharmaceutical Committee to provide 

advice and expertise to Commission services on how to improve implementation of EU 

Pharmaceutical legislation and speed up access to innovative and affordable medicines. On an ad hoc 

basis, and depending on the topic discussed, stakeholders can be invited to contribute to the 

discussion in the meeting, as it has recently been the case. It is our intention to have a mapping of 

activities in certain areas relevant to access of medicines.  

C 

251 Benchmarking the 

quality of long-term 

care provision in 

Member States 

EMPL The proposed pilot project is covered by the EAsI objective on supporting the development of adequate, 

accessible and efficient social protection systems and facilitating policy reform, by promoting good 

governance and mutual learning.  

The idea of developing benchmarking in the area of long-term care is proposed among other non-legislative 

C 
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Proposed by EMPL measures in a follow-up to Work-Life Balance initiative under the European Pillar of Social Rights. The work 

on improving data collection and developing indicators to monitor progress, inter alia, in quality of long-term 

care is foreseen as an implementation of the Pillar's principles.  

The Commission is currently working together with the OECD on developing instruments enabling cross-

country comparisons between provisions and policy performances in long-term care. 

253 European public 

health platform for 

young doctors 

Proposed by Alain 

Cadec 

SANTE The Commission is already funding a coordination and support action on public health/health systems 

research “TO REACH” (https://to-reach.eu/)  with the objectives of producing the Strategic Research Agenda 

of the future joint research programme; broadening the coalition of committed Member States and funding 

bodies; and designing an efficient “structure” of the research network. Young doctors will be consulted for 

the development of the agenda. In addition, there are several projects that offer “networking” services to 

researchers, see https://www.fitforhealth.eu/. 

C 

254 Impact of the 

environmental 

transference of 

multidrug-resistant 

pathogens from 

wildlife to humans 

Proposed by Eider 

Gardiazabal Rubial 

RTD 

 

This pilot project proposal is covered by Horizon 2020 legal base.  

A currently running FP7 project 'EFFORT'( www.effort-against-amr.eu/page/sitemap.php ) addresses human 

exposure through food and animal (livestock and wildlife) transmission routes to AMR determinants in the 

overall population and the wildlife samples will be analysed in 3 countries. 

 

In addition, such a topic could be addressed and funded under Horizon 2020 call (SFS-36-2017 Co-fund (JPI) 

on "One Health" (zoonoses – emerging threats)). 

C 

255 Innovative cure 

strategies to 

eradicate persistent 

viral infections, 

improving the 

quality of life and life 

expectancy of 

patients and 

reducing persistent 

infection related 

disease burden, 

including physical, 

psychological, 

financial, and social 

effects 

Proposed by Anneleen 

Van Bossuyt 

SANTE The EU is engaged in combating cross-border threats to health in accordance with Decision 1082/2013/EU 

and in close cooperation with the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control.  

Member States must report on a list of notifiable diseases under Decision 1082/2013/EU on serious cross-

border threats to health. 

The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) receives information on notifiable diseases 

from the Member States. 

 

Considering the wide variety of "infectious diseases" and their quite different nature in terms of prevention, 

detection and cure, it seems difficult to prepare an innovative cure strategy to eradicate persistent viral 

infections globally. Moreover, resources foreseen in this proposal seem to be disproportionate with the tasks 

described. Most importantly, Decision 1082/2013/EU does not include a mandate for the EU to develop 

innovative cure strategies for the eradication of persistent viral infections. 

D 

https://to-reach.eu/
https://www.fitforhealth.eu/
http://www.effort-against-amr.eu/page/sitemap.php
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256 Medical facilities 

platform 

Proposed by Victor 

Negrescu 

SANTE This proposal cannot be implemented at the European Level for the following reasons: 

 To establish and later on maintain a European database containing data on all healthcare providers 

including details on accessibility and offered services would create a considerable administrative 

burden in particular for the competent authorities of the MSs as it will be incumbent on them to 

gather all necessary data.  

 Furthermore there is no agreed taxonomy and definition on health services.  

 The database would be very extensive and will become outdated fast, requiring thus the 

establishment of a regular updating system that will be very burdensome and time-consuming. (Just 

for comparison, HU has more than 4 thousand contracted dentists, not including private dentist 

without a contract with the insurer. Another difficulty would be that in some MSs there are no lists 

of healthcare providers at national level.)  

Moreover, such an exercise would duplicate the task of the National Contact Points established by the Cross-

order healthcare Directive to provide information on healthcare providers (article 6(3)). 

D 

257 Migration of 

healthcare workers 

in the light of Brexit 

Proposed by Istvan 

Ujhelyi 

SANTE The objectives of this proposal have already been addressed as follows: 

 the Action Plan for the EU health workforce (https://ec.europa.eu/health 

/sites/health/files/workforce/docs/staff_working_doc_healthcare_workforce_en.pdf) published 

together with The Communication "Towards a job rich recovery" adopted in 2012 

(https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/workforce/docs/communication_towards_job_rich_reco

very_en.pdf) and responding to a request from Health Ministers to propose concrete actions to foster 

European cooperation to tackle these challenges, carried out actions in three core areas: 

 improve health workforce planning and forecasting workforce needs;  

 better anticipate future skills needs in the health professions; 

 stimulate the exchange of good practice on the recruitment and retention of health professionals. 

 notably, to support Member States in improving the recruitment and retention of health 

professionals, thus mitigating the downsides of migration for some countries of origin and 

preventing “brain drain”, the Commission carried out a study published in 2015. It mapped effective 

strategies to recruit and retain health professionals, and helped Member States identify good 

practices to retain their health workforce. Countries of destination for health professionals are on the 

contrary encouraged to invest into their health workforce planning and training in order to mitigate 

the use of external health workforce. 

 in addition, the Action Plan proposes - as one of its priorities - to support the implementation of the 

WHO Global Code of Practice for the international recruitment of health professionals. 

 the Joint Action on Health workforce planning and forecasting, composed of 80 partners from 28 

European countries and co-funded by the Health Programme (2013-2016), provided a platform for 

Member States to work together on forecasting health workforce needs and workforce planning 

C 
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methodologies and to find possible solutions to the shortage of the health workforce in Europe.  

 support for Member States to strengthen their health workforce capacity continues to be a priority for 

the Commission following the end of the Joint Action on health workforce planning and forecasting 

in 2016. Through the Health Programme, the Commission is funding a 1 million EUR contract 

which will facilitate the exchanges of national expertise and the provision of tailor made advice and 

support to Member States over 3 years. 

It will in particular (i) ensure the coordination and animation of the European Network of Health Workforce 

Experts, updating and expanding it, and promoting its further development; (ii) provide country-specific 

knowledge on health workforce planning and policy in the EU-28; (iii) foster the exchange of knowledge and 

good practices in health workforce planning and policy among Member States and experts in the field, trough 

the organisation of 5 workshops at European level; (iv) provide tailored advice and guidance to Member 

States; (v) enhance the analysis of future skills requirements in the health sector; (vi) re-configure the website 

of the Joint Action on health workforce planning and forecasting. 

The contract will be signed soon and the contract will probably start in July 2017. 

258 Overcoming e-health 

and m-health 

illiteracy in Europe 

Proposed by Victor 

Negrescu 

SANTE/CNECT The European Commission has already run several calls and actions covering the issues which the proposal 

addresses. Namely, within H2020 and its 2016 topic Digital Health Literacy (CSA actions) that is part of the 

Call H2020-SC1-2016-2017.  

The funded project "IC-Health" (https://ichealth.eu/) aims at testing a new model of digital health literacy 

intervention development and application based on co-creation of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) to 

enhance EU citizens’ skills on how to search, understand and appraise online health information.  

As regards digital skills of healthcare professionals, there are many different initiatives and projects at 

European level which touch upon this subject such as the Digital Skills and Jobs Coalition, the EIT Health, 

the Action Plan for the EU Health Workforce. In particular, this has been addressed in the ongoing H2020, 

Call H2020-SC1-2016-2017 project EU*USeHealthWork (http://www.ehealthwork.eu) following the 

previous FP7 project CAMEI (http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/110830_en.html), both projects are 

contributing also to the implementation of the EU-US Memorandum of Understanding on eHealth.   

C 

259 Parenting for Well-

Being - of the child, 

the parent and the 

professional educator 

Proposed by Istvan 

Ujhelyi 

EMPL The Erasmus+ programme and, in particular, the Strategic Partnerships for school and adult education (Key 

Action 2), already provides financial support to carry out several of the activities identified in the project. 

Furthermore, teacher (pre-service and in-service) training and development are a focus of ET2020, the 

framework for European Cooperation in education and training, implementation of which is supported by Key 

Action 3 of Erasmus+.  

The Council Recommendation of 20 December 2012 on the validation of non-formal and informal learning 

already provides a basis for developing validation arrangements at national level. The rationale of this 

Recommendation is for Member States to develop validation arrangements by 2018 which allow individuals 

to have knowledge, skills and competences acquired non-formally or informally assessed and validated.  

Moreover, given the high number and diversity of the activities and actors involved, the budget proposed 

C 
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seems largely insufficient. 

260 Prevalence of obesity 

in the EU and its 

relationship with 

socio-economic and 

demographic factors. 

Proposed by Daciana 

Octavia Sârbu 

SANTE The project does not seem to produce any new relevant evidence but rather risks duplicating existing 

initiatives. 

The prevalence of obesity in the EU is relatively well known (and Eurostat and WHO data is available) and 

data collection in this area should in principle be done through the existing official and regular statistical 

channels to ensure comparability and sustainability and to reduce burden on the Member States. The 

relationship between obesity and range of socio-economic and demographic factors also benefits from the 

availability of extensive literature.  

For example, a very recent project (iFamily - http://www.ifamilystudy.eu/) has provided robust and fresh 

evidence in this regard.  

D 

261 Robust Data Pools 

for Health-Care 

Trends Monitoring 

and Pharmaceutical 

Budget Planning 

Proposed by Eva Kaili 

SANTE The proposed project would overlap with ongoing efforts carried out on EU-level and internationally with 

OECD and WHO. Also it appears to duplicate to a significant extent data that is already available. 

Furthermore it is limited in scope, lacks critical mass and does not demonstrate a strong cross boarder 

diminution and will also overlap with major new initiatives planned to be implemented under the Single 

Digital Market initiative. 

 

The proposal aims at gathering patient information in primary care (e.g. mapping of health trends, disease 

prevention, and the projection of the pharmaceutical needs) and use the information collected  (after 

anonymizing it) for decision making purpose in public administration and health sector e.g. medical policy 

planning and pharmaceutical products budgeting.  

It has to be highlighted: 

1) There is a variety of indicators already available in Member States and collected through the 

European Statistical System (Eurostat), or jointly by Eurostat, OECD and WHO. These indicators 

already provide reliable data on population health, diseases trends and health systems (including 

pharmaceuticals).  This information is thoroughly analyzed and disseminated back to the Member 

States by the European Commission. The State of Health in the EU carried out in partnership with 

OECD and the European Observatory for Health system and Policies already provides a horizontal 

analysis of the situation in EU Member States (Health at a Glance 2016) and it will provide by the 

end of the year individual country health profiles for all EU Member States. Both deliverables focus 

on health status, health determinants and on effectiveness, access and resilience of health systems.  

2) The Commission has a major initiative on health under the Digital Single Market aiming at securing 

citizens' access and sharing of health data across borders, in line with legislation on data protection, 

patient rights and electronic identification, including e-prescriptions. It is also aimed at supporting 

the development of a secure data infrastructure for the health community, to advance research, 

disease prevention and personalized health.  

C 

262 Safety and Security 

Audit of Medical 

GROW The proposed actions, i.e. a common understanding on the legal and ethical requirements, "audit/reviews" of 

medical devices including their software, infrastructure to conduct these actions, are already in place. The 

C 
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Devices 

Proposed by JURI 

relevant regulations ensuring this are: Council Directive 93/42/EEC on Medical Devices and Council 

Directive 90/385/EEC on Active Implantable Medical Devices. The safety and performance of implantable 

devices are verified by conformity assessment bodies called notified bodies, within the certification process of 

these devices. The notified bodies are designated for this function and overseen by the competent authorities 

of the Member States. Furthermore, these authorities verify the performance of the manufacturers in specific 

cases and perform market surveillance activities aimed directly at the devices. Additional guidance allows for 

a harmonised implementation in the Member States. This legislative framework has been very recently 

enhanced so as to strengthen and modernise it, including the aspects related to software. The new legislative 

framework is represented by the Regulation (EU) 2017/745. The relevant legislation may be accessed here: 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/medical-devices/regulatory-framework_en. 

263 Vaccination and 

information 

Campaigns  

Proposed by João 

Ferreira 

SANTE Vaccination policies are the competence of Member States and the way national immunization programmes 

are organized differs considerably between countries. Therefore, awareness-raising campaigns are better 

organized at the national/local level.  

Additionally, there are activities currently implemented by the European Centre for Disease prevention and 

Control ('ECDC'). Therefore, there is a risk of duplication with the activities proposed in this pilot project, as 

well as with actions undertaken under the EU health programme. 

D 

264 Active Primary 

Prevention Project 

for PROmoting 

Maternal and Infant 

Health in the 

Campania “Land of 

Fires” Area 

(PROMETEUS 

Project) 

Proposed by 

Piernicola Pedicini,  

Rosa D'Amato,  Laura 

Ferrara,  Marco Valli,  

Isabella Adinolfi, 

Fabio Massimo 

Castaldo, Dario 

Tamburrano, Eleonora 

Evi, Laura Agea, 

Daniela Aiuto, Tiziana 

Beghin, Marco Zullo, 

Ignazio Corrao, David 

Borrelli. 

SANTE The current proposal has a high risk to overlap and duplicates already ongoing activities funded by a number 

of instruments, including by the European Parliament.  

 

In particular the project 'Primary prevention courses for girls living in areas with higher risk of breast cancer' 

(budget line 17.037726) is funded as a pilot project by the European Parliament and is expected to establish 

the scientific evidence for environmental problems in relation to areas with higher breast cancer rates, with 

the aim to improve the situation for the citizens living in this area in a cross-sectoral manner. Priority in the 

analysis and on the actions to be proposed will be given to youngest cohorts of age according with the 

European Union breast cancer policy on prevention and early detection of breast cancer. The project will 

focus on soil and water contamination by polluting agents and include specifically illegal disposal of toxic 

waste as well as on industrial areas. The pilot project is targeted at areas where breast cancer incidence rates 

are statistically much higher than average. 

 

The proposed action has a very limited EU added value and the link with other EU Member States' 

Institutions is very limited and poorly specified. The Commission has no legal base for a number of activities 

proposed as target measures for the population involved in the study (monitoring of food intake, clinical 

examination of persons, etc.) which are falling under the full competence of national health authorities. 

Concerning the epidemiological evaluation of the impact of environmental pollution the proposal does not 

provide additional information to the already existing one in term of risk assessment.     

 

In addition to the mentioned pilot project a number of activities funded by different instruments are currently 

D 
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ongoing and they can have a significant synergistic impact in the implementation of measures to control the 

difficult situation in the 'Land of Fires'. The main initiatives are the Joint Action on Rare Cancers (JARC) is a 

multi-stakeholder collaboration between 18 Member States that prioritizes rare cancers 

(http://jointactionrarecancers.eu/ ,   The European Commission Initiative on Breast Cancer ('ECIBC') is a 

person-centred sustainable initiative aiming to ensure that all breast cancer care processes are performed with 

the quality and appropriateness defined by evidence and are accessible to all citizens 

(http://ecibc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/recommendations/ ) , and the European Network of Cancer Registries (ENCR) 

that promotes the collaboration between cancer registries, whose role is of crucial importance in the 

monitoring the health statues of the populations in the geographical areas at risk, including in those areas 

most impacted by environmental pollution (http://www.encr.eu/index.php/activities/encr-jrc-project ). 

Therefore the contractor may wish to link with those initiatives to work together and find options which may 

be fruitful to address the difficult situation in the 'Land of Fires' in a coordinated way. 

It must be noted that EU funding cannot be allocated to actions having only local significance. 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

265 An alternative 

method for 

inhalation toxicology 

to safeguard public 

health to support a 

sustainable economy  

Proposed by: Mark 

Demesmaeker, Ivo 

Belet, Bart Staes 

JRC The proposed methodology Appears overly ambitious in terms of scientific feasibility and may entail overlaps 

with ongoing research developments: 

 The in vitro test systems are not identified, including which in vitro endpoints will be measured, and 

which in vivo endpoints these will be correlated with. In case it is proposed to further develop a 

given in vitro test (air-liquid interface co-culture), the strengths and limitations of this method should 

be considered in the light of other methods that are being developed in EU projects (e.g. NanoMile; 

http://nanomile.eu-vri.eu/filehandler.ashx?file=15625) and non-EU projects (e.g. 

http://www.piscltd.org.uk/nanoworkshop/). 

 It is unlikely that a single in vitro system, even when coupled with computational dosimetry models 

will be predictive of any of the animal studies. The lung tissue is composed of more than 40 different 

cell types, so even if different co-culture models are available, none will cover all of the cell types.  

The computational dosimetry model(s) are also not identified. A recently completed Commission-internal 

project, Nanocomput, identified fewer than 10 such models in the scientific literature, so this could be an 

aspect for further development. The deposition and fate of NMs in the lungs is a complex process, depending 

on the ventilation rates, anatomy of the airways, and particle characteristics, including their propensity for 

agglomeration/ aggregation. 

C 

266 Changing climates of 

conflict: social 

referents students  

Proposed by Soledad 

Cabezón Ruiz 

EAC This type of project can be financed within Erasmus+ Strategic Partnerships (Key Action 2), which aims 

precisely to support the development, transfer and implementation of innovative practices, as well as the 

implementation of initiatives promoting cooperation, peer learning and exchanges of experience at European 

level.  

Depending on the scope, ambition and orientation of the proposed project, it may also be eligible for funding 

C 
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through Key Action 3, either through Forward-looking Cooperation Projects, aimed at developing and 

implementing innovative policies, or through Policy Experimentations, aimed at large-scale testing and 

evaluation of existing policy measures. 

 

The Commission also supports the exchange of information among the Members States and schools on good 

practices from anti-bullying projects, while noting that anti-bullying policies are best implemented nationally, 

regionally and locally. One of the results of the Member States exchange is the European Toolkit for Schools, 

which includes some examples of anti-bullying programmes from the EU Member States.  

Commission-funded network of experts NESET II recently published a study analysing the prevalence of 

bullying across the EU countries and various programmes to tackle violence and bullying in schools in 

Europe. It provides policy messages on comprehensive strategies and success factors to tackle bullying. 

 

Through the DAPHNE Programme the Commission funded projects to prevent and combat bullying 

(including cyber bullying) in schools in 201310. The following projects were awarded a grant here:  

 Animus Association Foundation: Introducing Particicipatory and Child-Centered Approach 

for Early Identification and Prevention of Bullying in School Setting in 7 EU Countries.  

 Titan Partnership: EU Bully: Addressing bullying in the physical and virtual classroom 

incorporating cyber bullying.  

 EUN Partnership: ENABLE - European Network Against Bullying in Learning and Leisure 

Environments.  

 ICARO Consortium of Social Cooperatives: Anti-bullying strategies in schools 

 STARKMACHER E.V: Joining Forces to Combat Cyber Bullying in Schools  

 Amnesty International Italy: Stop Bullying! A human rights based approach to tackling 

discrimination in schools   

 Mannerheim League for Child Welfare: Peer Support and Youth Participation in Bullying 

Prevention 

 

Click here11 for summaries of all of the projects submitted to this call, including the awarded projects.  

In 2014 a call for proposals was launched targeting bullying in schools, residential care and detention 

settings12. The following projects have been awarded a grant here in July 201513 (so the projects are starting 

this fall):  

 Save the Children Italy: A child rights approach to combat bullying in detention and 

residential care settings.  

                                                 
10 DAPHNE Programme: http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/files/award_annex_2013_dap_ag_en.pdf. 
11 http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/files/summaries_selected_2013_ag_dap_en.pdf 
12 DAPHNE Programme: http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/calls/just_2014_rdap_ag_bull_en.htm. 
13 http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/files/2014_rdap_ag_bull/award_decision_en.pdf  

https://www.schooleducationgateway.eu/en/pub/resources/toolkitsforschools.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/education/news/20161212-new-neset-report-school-bullying_en
http://animusassociation.org/en/bullying-in-school/
http://animusassociation.org/en/bullying-in-school/
http://www.titan.org.uk/eu-projects/eu-bully/
http://www.titan.org.uk/eu-projects/eu-bully/
http://www.eun.org/about/projects/detail?p_p_id=webcontentbrowser_WAR_eunbaseportlet_INSTANCE_dB5P&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_webcontentbrowser_WAR_eunbaseportlet_INSTANCE_dB5P_action=view-detail&_webcontentbrowser_WAR_eunbaseportlet_INSTANCE_dB5P_groupId=43887&_webcontentbrowser_WAR_eunbaseportlet_INSTANCE_dB5P_articleId=3479217
http://www.eun.org/about/projects/detail?p_p_id=webcontentbrowser_WAR_eunbaseportlet_INSTANCE_dB5P&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_webcontentbrowser_WAR_eunbaseportlet_INSTANCE_dB5P_action=view-detail&_webcontentbrowser_WAR_eunbaseportlet_INSTANCE_dB5P_groupId=43887&_webcontentbrowser_WAR_eunbaseportlet_INSTANCE_dB5P_articleId=3479217
http://www.actionantibullying.eu/
http://www.starkmacher.eu/ueber-uns/cybermobbing-projektstart/
http://www.mll.fi/en/peer_support_in_schools/youth-participation-in-bullying-/
http://www.mll.fi/en/peer_support_in_schools/youth-participation-in-bullying-/
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/files/summaries_selected_2013_ag_dap_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/files/summaries_selected_2013_ag_dap_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/calls/just_2014_rdap_ag_bull_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/files/2014_rdap_ag_bull/award_decision_en.pdf
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 Par Association – Social Answers: Houses of Empathy: Building the Foundations to Combat 

Bullying in RCS  

 Centro Formazione Professionale Cividale Societa' Cooperative Sociale: RISE Reinforce Inner 

Strength Effectively to Combat Bullying  

 Roma Capitale Municipio Roma 1 Centro: Build future, stop bullying  

 Centre for the Advancement of Research and Development in Educational Technology Ltd: 

Combat Bullying: A Whole School Program (ComBuS).  

Click here 14for summaries of the selected projects.  

Within the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme of DG Justice and Consumers the approach has 

broadened, focussing on creating a non-violent environment, which covers a broader spectrum of issues.  

The Commission also co-finances Safer Internet Centres in EU Member States to provide services such as 

awareness campaigns and helplines on children's use of online technologies and services and risks such as 

cyberbullying and hate messages. 

The Commission has also funded projects to tackle bullying through the Lifelong Learning Programme 

(2007-2013), for example: 

 CINECA - Consorzio Interuniversitario: The virtual Anti-Bullying-Village for Kids 

 University of Catania: SMILEY - Social Mindedness In Learning communitY 

 EUN Partnership: CPDLab 

 Galician Ministry of Education: Against Racial Bullying and Xenophobia Project 

 Stiftung Medien und Onlinesucht: Cyber bullying - heads up! – Educating the educators 

This is continued through the new Erasmus+ programme (2014-2020), which includes priorities on 

developing social, civic and intercultural competences and media literacy, combating discrimination and 

segregation, and tackling bullying. Some examples of projects dealing specifically with bullying: 

 Keep the "bull" out of school: an anti-bullying project for school success  

 Higher learning outcomes in an anti-bullying atmosphere  

  Youth Peace Ambassadors – Combating Hate online & Offline 

Projects and teaching/learning resources on this topic are also available through eTwinning, which supports 

internet-based school collaboration, networking and professional development for teachers. 

 

267 Comet Assay Chip - 

Screening an 

Individuals' 

Susceptibility 

Proposed by Lieve 

Wierinck 

SANTE/RTD Opportunities for this type of project were already offered by the following topics of the EU Framework 

Programme for Research and Innovation, Horizon 2020, under Societal Challenge 1 “Health, Demographic 

Change and Wellbeing “: 

- PHC-10-2014 (Development of new diagnostic tools and technologies: in vitro devices, assays and 

platforms) of Call H2020-PHC-2014-2015; 

C 

                                                 
14 http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/files/2014_rdap_ag_bull/project_summaries_en.pdf 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/files/2014_rdap_ag_bull/project_summaries_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/safer-internet-centres
http://www.abv4kids.org/
http://www.smileyschool.eu/4sch/servlet/MainServlet?wbts:page=core.article.show&id_article=100000000001
http://cpdlab.eun.org/
http://www.schoolbullying.eu/en
http://cyberhelp.eu/en
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/projects/eplus-project-details-page/?nodeRef=workspace://SpacesStore/f03d98ad-c2cf-4c0c-bed8-3c75ad8137b7
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/projects/eplus-project-details-page/?nodeRef=workspace://SpacesStore/7957bb90-8de8-427d-a9dc-bcb6f1008f9d
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/projects/eplus-project-details-page/?nodeRef=workspace://SpacesStore/d5308588-0269-4ac0-8e50-a0f9afe51349
http://www.etwinning.net/
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/files/2014_rdap_ag_bull/project_summaries_en.pdf
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- PHC-12-2014-2015 (Clinical research for the validation of biomarkers and/or diagnostic medical 

devices) of Call H2020-SMEINST-2014-2015. 

In addition, this project would fit the Societal Challenge 1 SME-instrument topic of the upcoming Horizon 

2020 Work Programme (2018-2020), which would offer more adapted budgetary conditions. So the project is 

fully covered by the legal base of Horizon 2020. 

It should be noted that the proposed scientific approach failed so far to find routine application in the clinical 

setting because the efficiency and benefit of comet assays to predict response to chemotherapeutics are not 

sustained by a sufficient number of robust validation studies. Considering the amount of work needed for 

proper clinical validation, it seems impossible to implement the project, i.e. develop and clinically validate the 

comet chip, with the limited budget of the action (€ 700,000.00). As a matter of comparison, the average grant 

size of PHC-12 projects for clinical validation was € 3.3 million. 

268 Establishing a 

European Healthcare 

Access Network 

Proposed by Adina-

Ioana Vălean 

SANTE The reimbursement of diagnostic and therapeutic procedures in a cross border situations is covered through 

the Regulation on Social Security Coordination and the Directive on Patients' Rights in Cross-Border 

Healthcare. The use of the first legal scheme is well established and the use of the second is increasing, both 

making treatment available when national solution is not possible. The European Reference Networks whose 

work was launched in March 2017 will cover the information exchange needs in the rare and complex 

diseases, where also the need for cross-border action is clear. For more common diseases, such arrangements 

are not needed. Directive on organ transplantation and the related action plan is addressing the cross-border 

needs in that area. In the area of healthcare, international connections and arrangements, especially in the 

border regions, are already a norm. As regards possible financial support to cross-border treatment, there are 

serious legal concerns as Union action shall respect the responsibilities of the Member States in the area of 

health services.  

However, the proposal could be modified in such a way that it more directly supports the implementation of 

the European Reference Networks, with the ideas of information exchange and pooling of resources across 

borders. The ERNs could build a cross border genetic testing system as a model for shared services 

benefitting all Member States. The pilot would include a feasibility of structuring a system (arrangements, 

organisation, guidelines for use) for cross border genetic tests which then would be tested by the ERNs. Not 

all Member States have the capacity to conduct specific genetic tests for diagnosing rare, low prevalence and 

complex diseases. Therefore, exploring the possibility to build such a service at European level in the 

framework of the ERNs and demonstrate its value for future sustainable implementation. The pilot project 

could include training and capacity building for the system and more generally for the functioning of the 

ERNs.  

B 

269 Human Resources in 

Health for Patient 

Safety 

Proposed by Anneleen 

Van Bossuyt 

SANTE This proposal duplicates activities already carried out or on-going. In particular: 

 The future role of the healthcare professionals was already researched by the Joint Action on Health 

workforce planning and forecasting co-funded by the Health Programme (2013-2016) following the 

Action Plan for the EU health workforce adopted in 2012  

(https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/workforce/docs/staff_working_doc_healthcare_workfor

C 
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ce_en.pdf ). 

 Support for Member States to strengthen their health workforce capacity continues to be a priority 

for the Commission following the end of the Joint Action on health workforce planning and 

forecasting in 2016. Through the Health Programme, the Commission is funding a 1 million EUR 

contract which will facilitate the exchanges of national expertise and the provision of tailor made 

advice and support to Member States over 3 years. 

It will inter alia enhance the analysis of future skills requirements in the health sector. 

The contract will be signed soon and the contract will probably start in July 2017. 

270 Improving 

vulnerable groups’ 

access to maternal 

health  

Proposed by FEMM 

SANTE The objectives of this proposal are already addressed. The project overlaps with the ongoing pilot project 

“VulnerABLE” (2016-2017). The 'VulnerABLE' pilot project aims to find the most effective policy strategies 

for improving the health of vulnerable and isolated groups. The project assesses their particular health needs 

and challenges, and it identifies best practices to support them and ultimately improve their health. Nine 

vulnerable groups are considered, and these include “children and families at risk of poor health, including 

lone parents” and “victims of domestic violence and intimate partner violence”. Given that this scope of the 

“VulnerABLE”-pilot project therefore includes women in vulnerable situations, including in their maternal 

role, the Commission sees no added value in the now proposed pilot project. 

C 

271 Innovative methods 

for non-invasive 

sleep monitoring 

Proposed by Nicola 

Caputo 

RTD The proposed action is covered by Horizon 2020 legal base, i.e. the Societal Challenge 1 “Health, 

Demographic Change and Wellbeing “Work programme. There in particular, it could have been part of 

submissions to the following already closed topics of the 2014-2015 and 2016-2017 work programmes.  PHC 

13 – 2014: New therapies for chronic non-communicable diseases; PHC 25 – 2015: Advanced ICT systems 

and services for Integrated Care; SC1-PM-09-2016: New therapies for chronic diseases; SC1-PM-10-2017: 

Comparing the effectiveness of existing healthcare interventions in the adult population. It could also be part 

of applications to the upcoming following topics of WP 2018-2020: SC1-BHC-08-2020 (ex-16): New 

therapies for Non Communicable Diseases ; SC1-BHC-12-2020 (ex-40): Boosting the translation of results of 

health research into validated, innovative applications ; SC1-DTH-01-2019 (ex-18): Big data and Artificial 

Intelligence for monitoring health status and quality of life after the cancer treatment ; SC1-DTH-10-2019-

2020 (ex 33): Digital health and care services.  

 

Sleeping disorders have also been analysed in several FP7 projects such as Help4Mood 

(http://help4mood.info/site/default.aspx), Monarca (http://www.monarca-project.eu/), Precious 

(http://www.thepreciousproject.eu/). 

C 

272 Interventions on the 

Autistic Spectrum 

Disorders 

Proposed by Nicola 

Caputo 

SANTE The objectives of this proposal are already addressed. The project entitled: European Autism Interventions – a 

Multi-centre Study for Developing New Medications (EU AIMS - https://www.eu-aims.eu/ ) is aimed at 

developing potential treatments, and is funded, in the FP7, by the largest single grant for autism worldwide. 

Additionally the project Autistic Spectrum Disorders in the European Union (ASDEU - http://asdeu.eu/) has 

started in 2015 covering needs for early diagnosis. The proposal focuses on some aspects of ASD not having 

any potential European added value and not producing useful and transferable results. 

C 
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273 Pathogen genomics: 

Unravelling the 

global expansion of 

extensive drug-

resistant 

Acinetobacter 

baumannii clonal 

complex 92  

Proposed by Soledad 

Cabezón Ruiz 

RTD The proposed action is covered by Horizon 2020 legal base and particularly Societal Challenge 1 “Health, 

Demographic Change and Wellbeing “. It could have been proposed under PHC-07-2014 topic, Improving 

the control of infectious epidemics and foodborne outbreaks through rapid identification of pathogens of Call 

H2020-PHC-2014-2015. 

It should be noted that the proposed scientific approach focusses largely on a single pathogen with a special 

emphasis on one specific clone. An analysis of multiple critical and highly important pathogens and their 

various clones is being studied within the COMPARE project (grant agreement No. 643476) that was funded 

in response to PHC-07-2014 call. COMPARE provides a clear advantage of scale compared to the proposed 

project. 

Considering the amount of work needed for the proper establishment of a surveillance network of national 

expert across Europe, a phylogenetic analysis, specific diagnostic tools and prevention and control initiatives 

that will serve as an example for the future public health management of emergent pathogens (as foreseen in 

this proposal) the limited budget of the action (€ 2 million) will not suffice. As a matter of comparison, the 

grant size of COMPARE is €20.8 million. 

C 

274 Patient Reported 

Outcomes 

Recommendations 

for Interstitial Lung 

Diseases 

Proposed by Elena 

Gentile 

SANTE The project aims to develop a methodology for the development of Patient-Reported Outcome Measures 

(PROMS) for Interstitial Lung Diseases (ILD).  

 

The objectives of this proposed pilot project are already addressed. The proposal does not take into account 

that a major initiative on Patient-Reported Outcome measures is already ongoing at the OECD. In January 

2017 OECD Health Ministers, (including also the vast majority of EU Member States) have mandated the 

OECD secretariat to develop the Patient Reported Indicator Survey (PaRIS - 

http://www.oecd.org/health/paris.htm ). Within this context OECD Member States have agreed to build on 

already developed and implemented PROMS at national level by improving comparability and supporting the 

scaling up of implementation (bottom-up). For this PROMS on cancer and knee and hip replacement were 

prioritized. The range of conditions, patient-groups and sectors will be expanded subject to guidance from the 

OECD Health Committee. Areas are selected taking into account validity, feasibility and actionability (e.g. or 

whether knowing the indicator’s value and comparison against benchmarks can drive change to improve 

health care quality).  

 

In addition OECD will take forward work on PROMS focusing on more complex issue areas such as primary 

care and multimorbidity through development of an international survey. OECDs work will be supported by 

the European Commission through a grant agreement of the Health Programme 2014-2020.  

 

The proposed project aims to prepare recommendations for Patient Reported Outcomes for Interstitial Lung 

Diseases without any guarantee that the selected area is valid, feasible and actionable. Moreover, the proposal 

which would be carried out outside the OECD context (where health Ministers have committed) risks 

C 
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duplication and would most likely not have the necessary support by the Member States, which would also 

negatively affect implementation after the piloting phase. 

275 Prevention and 

promotion of well-

being among 

children of parents 

with disabilities 

(COPMI) 

Proposed by Damiano 

Zoffoli, Luigi 

Morgano 

SANTE The European Social Fund (ESF) 2014-2020 can be used to support some parts of the action. On the basis of 

the operational programmes of the Member States as they were approved by the European Commission, ESF 

should provide a significant amount for social inclusion (EUR 21.2 billion) and for education (EUR 27 

billion) that can be used by the Member States to support targeted activities for children of parents with 

disabilities, for improving the situation of families in question and for reforms of mental health care. 

The Commission pays attention to well-being of all the children. The 2013 "Investing in Children 

Recommendation" is in place and actions are being taken by the Member States. Their national reports should 

be submitted to the Commission in 2017. Moreover, as part of the European Pillar of Social Rights the 

Commission published the SWD on the implementation of the 2013 Recommendation, which identifies the 

areas in which progress was achieved and where there is still room for improvement. The action offers an 

opportunity to focus also on well-being of children of parents with disabilities. 

In addition, the European Commission already supports a number of EU-level networks of disability 

organisations that aim to promote and protect the rights of all people with disabilities, in line with the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. These organisations, represent and are helping 

(at national levels) also to parents with disabilities, including persons with mental and psychosocial 

disabilities. 

As concerns mental health, the Commission implements EU Action on mental health. The EU-Compass for 

Action on Mental Health and Well-being is monitoring the situation in the EU and intends to identify and 

disseminate European good practices in mental health. 

It is worth mentioning also that health care is primarily a national competence, the EU only complements the 

Member States' actions within the powers conferred by the EU Treaties. 

Finally the pilot project contains several outcomes / activities that could be in breach of personal data 

protection and medical confidentiality, notably it includes screening of patients in contact with mental health 

services etc. 

C 

277 Protection of fertility 

and next generation's 

health in EU areas 

characterized by 

High Environmental 

Pressure: the 

importance of data 

SHAring for RisK 

communication and 

citizen's 

 This proposal is still under assessment.  
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empowerment 

(SHARK) 

Proposed by Nicola 

Caputo 

279 Socio-economic and 

environmental 

impact in Paediatric 

cancers: an 

integrated model of 

Epidemiological, 

Clinical and 

Molecular approach.  

Proposed by Andrea 

Cozzolino, Pina 

Picierno 

SANTE It is not possible to obtain conclusions having a European added value and capacity to be used at EU level 

from a study based on data coming from a single source (Paediatric Cancer Registry from Oncology 

Department of the Santobono-Pausilipon Paediatric Hospital – Naples), with data regarding the adolescent 

population obtained from the national level. EU funding cannot be allocated to actions having only local 

significance. 

 

D 

280 Study of the Social 

and Economic 

Impact of Stroke in 

Europe 

Proposed by Elena 

Gentile 

SANTE The objectives of this proposal are already largely covered by the efforts of ESTAT to provide statistics about 

health care costs broken down by disease area (Health expenditures by diseases and conditions - 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/3888793/7605571/KS-TC-16-008-EN-N.pdf ). In addition, it has been 

also covered since 2016 by the chapter 'The labour market impacts of ill-health' in the Health at a Glance: 

Europe 2016, a joint report from the OECD and the European Commission which will be released every two 

years within the State of Health in the EU initiative. 

 

C 

281 European based 

strategic shared 

access, methodology 

and trials to identify 

therapeutic 

treatments or 

prevention of 

Alzheimer’s disease 

in people with Down 

syndrome and 

contributing for the 

whole population 

benefits. 

Proposed by Marek 

Jurek, Miroslav 

SANTE This is largely covered by the EU policy on dementia, and research efforts funded under Horizon 2020. 

Given the competence of Member States for health care, including treatment, there is no angle to look at 

treatment from the public health aspect. There is also no justification to single out the Down syndrome and 

the relation to Alzheimer's.  

A joint action "Act on Dementia" is currently addressing the public health relevant aspects of Dementia, 

funded under the Health programme. 

D 
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Mikolasik, Anna 

Zaborska, Jose Inacio 

Faria, Marijana Petir, 

Jerzy Buzek, Jan 

Olbrycht, Kazimierz 

Michal Ujazdowski 

282 Behaviour detection 

training for flight 

and airport crews to 

fight human 

trafficking 

Proposed by József 

Nagy 

HOME The pilot project can be fully covered by ISF Police via National programmes and complemented with Union 

actions in ISF Police (Article 3(2)(a) and 3(3)(a) (c) and (d) and Article 4(b) and (d) and Article 8(2)(d) of 

Regulation 513/2014). 

Additionally this Pilot Project proposal risks to duplicate activities carried out by the EU Justice and Home 

Affairs agencies to address trafficking in human beings (including Frontex/EBCG), see for example: 

http://frontex.europa.eu/news/vega-children-2015-helps-crack-down-on-child-trafficking-YJPBAR 

For recollection, the European Commission has also published Guidelines for the identification of victims of 

trafficking in human beings, addressed in particular to border guards and consular services aimed at 

improving coordination and coherence in the area of victim identification, and facilitating the work of front-

line officials; a specific handbook on the identification of child-victims of trafficking/children at risk at 

airports has been developed by FRONTEX. 

C 

283 European 

Observatory on 

External Borders 

Proposed by Josep-

Maria Terricabras, Ska 

Keller and Judith 

Sargentini 

HOME The scope of the proposed European Observatory on External Borders is to a very large extent covered by the 

mandate of the new European Border and Coast Guard (EBCG), set up by Regulation (EU) 2016/1624 of 14 

September 2016 that entered into force on 6 October 2016: 

The aim of the European Observatory on External Borders would be to assess and monitor EU policies on 

border control and border surveillance. This is already taking place with the EBCG Agency which is charged 

with monitoring migratory flows and carrying out risk analyses as regards all aspects of European integrated 

border management as well as with assessing the capacity and readiness of Member States to face threats and 

challenges at the external borders through vulnerability assessments.  

 

The legal basis of Agency's tasks is Article 8 of the abovementioned Regulation. The concept of European 

integrated border management and vulnerability assessments are described more in detail in Articles 4 and 13, 

while Article 11 sets out the Agency's role with regard to monitoring of migratory flows and risk analysis. 

 

Furthermore, on the basis of Article 37 the Agency shall proactively monitor and contribute to research and 

innovation activities relevant for European integrated border management including the use of advanced 

surveillance technology. The Agency may also plan and implement pilot projects regarding matters covered 

by the Regulation. 

 

C 
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With regard to impact assessment, the Regulation already provides for an obligation to evaluate Agency's 

activities under Article 26, in addition to reporting requirements as defined by Article 68.  

 

Also close cooperation with Member State authorities falls within the new mandate of the Agency, including 

deployment of Liaison officers in Member States to monitor border management on the basis of Article 12 

and appointment of National contact points in accordance with Article 23.  

 

There is a strong emphasis on fundamental rights in the new mandate as highlighted by Article 34 on 

Protection of fundamental rights and a fundamental rights strategy and Article 35 on Codes of conduct. These 

provisions are further enhanced by Articles 71 and 72 on Fundamental rights officer and Complaints 

mechanism respectively, the purpose of the latter being to ensure that fundamental rights are respected in all 

the activities of the Agency. 

284 Safeguarding missing 

children and their 

families by 

strengthening the 

service quality of the 

116 000 European 

hotlines for missing 

children 

Proposed by József 

Nagy 

JUST The pilot project would overlap with the MCE (Missing Children Europe) activities the Commission supports 

via an operating grant to coordinate the network of missing children, with a strong focus on quality of service. 

MCE's mission is to contribute to the development of effective & holistic child protection systems to: a) 

prevent children from going missing, b) support missing children & their families, and c) protect children 

from any risk of violence & abuse that may lead to or result from going missing. 

 

The EU also provided funding to national hotlines to help them start up and improve quality of service.  

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/calls/2015_action_grants/just_2015_rdap_ag_0116_en.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/files/agenda_child_state_of_play_en.pdf  

D 

285 Assessment of 

European standby 

manufacturing 

capacity to produce 

and supply a medical 

countermeasure to 

address sicknesses 

caused by a CBRN 

incident and its swift 

distribution in a 

CBRN disaster 

situation 

Proposed by: Monika 

Hohlmeier, Heinz 

Becker, Rachida Dati 

SANTE The project is of relevance also taking into account the recent terrorist attacks in several Member States. This 

PP could have a positive contribution on the work under the EU health security framework established by 

Decision 1082/2013/EU on serious cross-border threats to health, as well under the Joint Procurement 

Agreement (JPA) to procure medical countermeasures. However, the pilot project could partially overlap with 

the Decision 1082/2013/EU which covers threats caused by biological, chemical and environmental agents, 

and threats of unknown origin including their intentional release; it should be mentioned that radio nuclear 

threats are covered under the Euratom Treaty. On its side, the JPA partially serves similar objectives, by 

being activated when at least four Member states and one EU Institution participates and for medical 

countermeasures for communicable diseases with a cross-border dimension. 

C 
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286 Victims of Terrorism 

Response 

Coordination Centre 

Proposed by: Monika 

Hohlmeier, Teresa 

Jimenez-Becceril 

Barrio, Heinz Becker, 

Rachida Dati, Indrek 

Tarand, Gerard 

Deprez, Mariya 

Gabriel, Maite 

Pagazaurtundua Ruiz, 

Eider Gardiazabal 

Rubial, Bernd Kölmel 

JUST The project could be implemented. 

 

The project would be in line with the EU general legal framework on rights of victims of terrorism and with 

our policy on assisting Member States with correct transposition and practical application of the EU rules.  

The Victims' Rights Directive together with the victims-related provisions under the 2017 Counter-terrorism 

Directive and the 2004 Directive on Compensation provide for a general framework of the rights for victims 

of terrorism.  

 

Concrete actions are crucial for the correct implementation and practical application of the EU general rules. 

Such actions must be well-adapted to the specificity of each Member State and based on the practical 

experience. Most Member States lack such practical experience. 

 

Therefore there is a great need for a EU Coordination centre, which would provide for the necessary 

expertise, based on the information and research of what worked and what did not work for victims of 

terrorism in other countries. Such Coordination centre will be in a position to train and produce the necessary 

training tools for the competent national authorities and other relevant actors. 

 

The amount of 2 million Euro proposed by the EP is appropriate to cover the costs of setting up the centre and 

cover its activities as foreseen by the EP.  

 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be placed under Title 33, for example as 

budget line number 33.0377xx.  

A 

287 Care service to 

support 

unaccompanied 

refugee and migrant 

minors in Europe 

Proposed by EMPL + 

Javier López 

HOME The project could be implemented provided the following clarifications are made:  

 The proposal should be further clarified as regards how to ensure monitoring of its implementation, 

as well as modalities to ensure continuity of the alternative housing solutions offered where needed 

once the financing offered under the project will end;  

 The proposal might need rewording in order to avoid potentially overlapping actions funded by 

AMIF or other funding instruments. 

 

The pilot project is in line with the policy needs identified by the Commission in the Communication on the 

protection of children in migration. 

 

The focus on increasing quality of foster care and accommodation in independent housing, as alternative to 

accommodation in reception centers, of supporting interventions aimed at Unaccompanied Minors' (UAM) 

integration and coordination, and support to all stakeholders involved, is of particular relevance.  

B 
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288 Creating safe 

crossings in the 

Mediterranean Sea 

for refugees and 

migrants 

Proposed by João 

Pimenta Lopes 

HOME The pilot project is covered by National Programmes either under AMIF or ISF legal basis, and 

complemented with Union Actions in AMIF and ISF-P (smuggling part). 

For Union actions every year a call on transnational action in the field of integration is launched. 

The actions related to this proposal are covered by:   

 Safe passage conditions for refugees under AMIF article 7 (resettlement etc.) 

 Cooperation with Member states under AMIF in general (national programmes for planned actions, 

emergency assistance when National Programmes are not sufficient, and union actions for 

transnational actions) 

 Legalisation of refugees under AMIF article 5 (reception and asylum systems) 

 Integration policies under AMIF article 9 (Integration measures) 

 Countering discrimination under AMIF article 9 (f) and (g) 

 Countering smuggling/trafficking under ISF-P article 3(2)(a) 

C 

289 Creating safe inland 

routes for refugees 

and migrants 

Proposed by João 

Pimenta Lopes 

HOME The pilot project is covered by National Programmes either under AMIF or ISF-P legal basis, and 

complemented with Union Actions in AMIF and ISF-P (smuggling part). 

For Union actions every year a call on transnational action in the field of integration is launched. 

The actions related to this proposal are covered by:   

 Safe passage conditions for refugees under AMIF article 7 (resettlement etc.) 

 Cooperation with Member states under AMIF in general (national programmes for planned actions, 

emergency assistance when National Programmes are not sufficient, and union actions for 

transnational actions) 

 Legalisation of refugees under AMIF article 5 (reception and asylum systems) 

 Integration policies under AMIF article 9 (Integration measures) 

 Countering discrimination under AMIF article 9 (f) and (g) 

 Countering smuggling/trafficking under ISF-P article 3(2)(a) 

C 

290 Funding for the 

identification of dead 

migrants 

Proposed by Patrizia 

Toia, Pina Picierno, 

Daniele Viotti 

HOME The pilot project is covered by ISF border as the suggested activities are logically linked to failed attempts to 

cross an EU external (maritime) border. AMIF national programmes could also cover the pilot project 

activities if foreseen under the respective national eligibility rules.  

Similar actions have already been funded under the current and previous HOME funds in the past (as it was 

the case of burial cost of irregular migrants reimbursed to Malta (ERF) or a request from Italy for burial cost 

(AMIF)). 

C 

291 Monitoring and 

evaluation of Home 

Centers and 

integration of 

refugees and 

HOME The pilot project activities are tackled by Member States' (MS) national programmes either under AMIF or 

ISF legal basis. 

Furthermore, the AWPs for Union Actions in AMIF and ISF deal with the suggested actions.  

Every year a call on transnational action in the field of integration is launched (see more details below). 

Improvement of reception conditions are typical activities under EMAS in both AMIF and ISF-BV, in 

C 
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migrants 

Proposed by João 

Pimenta Lopes 

particular:  

 Monitoring and evaluation of conditions of reception under AMIF article 6: MS’s capacity to 

develop, monitor and evaluate their asylum policies and procedures; 

 Monitoring and evaluation of conditions of integration under AMIF article 10 (c): reinforcing the 

capacity of MS to develop, implement, monitor and evaluate their immigration strategies; 

 Guaranteeing quality of facilities under AMIF article 5; Reception and asylum systems + ISF-BV 

article 4 (a) infrastructures, buildings and systems at border crossing points; 

 Providing material, equipment, conditions, food, consultations, health care under in AMIF article 5 

(2) (a); 

 Providing integration, cultural, linguistic support/training under AMIF article 9 (Integration 

measures) which addresses for example advice, assistance, means of subsistence, health and care, 

self-empowerment, education and training, equality of access with services for third-country 

nationals. The calls under integration address those issues as just the Annual Work Programmes did 

and do. 

292 Monitoring and 

evaluation of the 

integration process of 

refugees and 

migrants in host 

countries under the 

"refugee crisis" 

Proposed by João 

Pimenta Lopes 

HOME The pilot project activities are tackled by Member States' (MS) national programmes either under AMIF or 

ISF legal basis.. 

Furthermore, the AWPs for Union Actions in AMIF and ISF deal with the suggested actions.  

Every year a call on transnational action in the field of integration is launched (see more details below). 

Improvement of reception conditions are typical activities under EMAS in both AMIF and ISF-BV, in 

particular:  

• Monitoring and evaluation of conditions of reception under AMIF article 6: MS’s capacity to 

develop, monitor and evaluate their asylum policies and procedures; 

• Monitoring and evaluation of conditions of integration under AMIF article 10 (c): reinforcing the 

capacity of MS to develop, implement, monitor and evaluate their immigration strategies; 

• Guaranteeing quality of facilities under AMIF article 5, Reception and asylum systems + ISF-BV 

article 4 (a) infrastructures, buildings and systems at border crossing points; 

• Providing material, equipment, conditions, food, consultations, health care under in AMIF article 5 

(2) (a); 

• Providing integration, cultural, linguistic support/training under AMIF article 9 (Integration 

measures) which addresses for example advice, assistance, means of subsistence, health and care, 

self-empowerment, education and training, equality of access with services for third-country 

nationals. The calls under integration address those issues as just the Annual Work Programmes did 

and do. 

C 

293 'Safe Home' support 

scheme for 

immigrants/returnin

g emigrants for social 

EMPL The EaSI call for proposal "Fast track integration into the labour market for third country nationals targeting 

exclusively asylum seekers, refugees and their family members" (VP/2016/015) already covers the "one-stop-

shop" approach.  

C 
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integration and 

demograhic renewal 

Proposed by EMPL 

294 Strengthening 

migrants' health 

conditions and 

integration in Italy 

Proposed by Cécile 

Kyenge, Elly Schlein, 

Daniele Viotti, 

Barbara Spinelli 

SANTE/HOME The objectives of this proposal are already addressed.  

1. The proposal intends just to finance 1 NGO for health care delivery to migrants in 1 MS. There is no 

EU added value and not transparent in relation to other NGOs and IIOO working in Italy. 

2. Establishing this parallel system outside the national health system established under authority and 

coordination of the Ministry of Health and without its involvement is not adequate.   

3. AMIF and ISF have financed regular and emergency activities to support integration of migrants in 

Italy under the programme 2014-2020. The Health Programme has financed activities to support 

integration of migrants and refugees in several MS, including IT (CARE, 8 NGOs in 11 MS, EUR-

HUMAN, SH-CAPAC, RE-HEALTH). 

Moreover, health is one of the actions, amongst many others, where the HOME Asylum, Migration and 

Integration Fund can intervene  (reference: Regulation (EU) no 516/214 of the European Parliament and of 

the Council of 16 April 2014 establishing the AMIF fund, and more especially  

Chapter III Integration of third-country nationals and legal migration, Article 9 Integration Measures  

where it is fixed that  

"The Fund shall support (…) the following actions focusing on third-country nationals (…) 

(b) providing advice and assistance in areas such as housing, means of subsistence, administrative and legal 

guidance, health, psychological and social care, child care and family reunification (…)" 

 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

C 

295 A European 

Elections Web 

Archive for the 

preservation of the 

political EU memory 

and the 

reinforcement of 

European citizenship 

Proposed by Daniele 

Viotti, Silvia Costa 

HOME The pilot project is covered by the Europe for Citizens programme (see Council Regulation (EU) No 

390/2014 of 14 April 2014), especially as regards raising awareness on EU relevant topics, EU politics and 

citizens and the strengthening of European Citizenship.  

The Europe for Citizens programme has the overall aim of bringing the Union closer to citizens (Article 1 (2)) 

with the following general objectives: 

(a) to contribute to citizens' understanding of the Union, its history and diversity;  

(b) to foster European citizenship and to improve conditions for civic and democratic participation at Union 

level. 

More concretely, the 2 specific objectives of the Programme (Article 2) are: 

(a) to raise awareness of remembrance, the common history and values of the Union and the Union's aim, 

namely to promote peace, the values of the Union and the well-being of its peoples, by stimulating debate, 

C 
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reflection and the development of networks;  

(b) to encourage the democratic and civic participation of citizens at Union level, by developing citizens' 

understanding of the Union policy making-process and promoting opportunities for societal and intercultural 

engagement and volunteering at Union level. 

More specifically, under "Strand 1: European remembrance" of the programme, activities are supported that 

foster a common culture of remembrance and mutual understanding between citizens from different EU 

Member States.  

The multiannual priorities under Strand 1 (see C(2016)7794) encompass the commemoration of "1979 

European Parliament elections – also 40 years since the first directly elected EP in 1979". 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

296 A Soul for Europe - 

Mobility and 

Creativity for 

Europe 

Proposed by CULT 

EAC The pilot project overlaps with the pilot project "A New Narrative for Europe" (2013-2014) which was 

followed by a Preparatory Action (2015-2017). The overlap concerns in particular the first phase, which was 

under the responsibility of DG COMM (intellectuals participating in public debates and preparation of a 

manifesto on the role of culture for the integration of Europe). The current year is about disseminating the 

projects results through, e.g. an educational toolkit for discussing EU values, the production of audiovisual 

material or the appointment of project ambassadors.  

Also, the specific aspects of linking cities and regions are covered by existing actions under Creative Europe, 

such as the 3-year project "Culture for cities and regions" which will run until September 2017 and is being 

implemented by a consortium led by Eurocities. A continuation of the project is currently being discussed as 

part of the 2018 work programme of the Creative Europe programme. 

In order to add value the proposal should be revised building on the achievements of the New Narrative for 

Europe and the above mentioned Eurocities project. 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under title 15, for example as 

budget line number 15 04 77 XX. 

B 

297 Spinelli Chairs and 

Volunteers 

Proposed by Enrique 

Calvet Chambón, 

Jonás Fernández 

Álvarez, Eider 

Gardiazábal Rubial 

EAC The objectives of this proposed pilot project are covered fully by the "Altiero Spinelli Prize: Spreading 

Knowledge about Europe", a 2017 pilot project which is currently being implemented by the Commission.  

The Altiero Spinelli Prize rewards outstanding contributions that communicate the EU - its founding values, 

history, action and key benefits - to wider society, enhance citizens' understanding of the EU, broaden the 

ownership of the European project and build trust in the EU.  More specifically, the Altiero Prizes rewards and 

provides European level recognition and visibility to high quality contributions to: 

 Promoting knowledge of the EU and critical reflection on the past, present and future of the EU to 

non-specialist audiences and to the general public. 

 Enhancing understanding by citizens of the values, objectives, key benefits and empowerments of the 

European integration process, of the enormous accomplishments of the EU, of the cost of non-

C 
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Europe; also of failures, contradictions and dilemmas faced in the process of European integration so 

far. 

 Proposing, testing and assessing innovative approaches and materials that European and national 

policy makers, practitioners, civil society organisations and institutions in various fields can use to 

better inform, educate, inspire and empower citizens to develop positive and positively critical 

European identities and sense of belonging. 

 Exposing anti-EU populist myths on various aspects of the European integration process, including 

extremist rhetoric based on nationalism, intolerance and misinformation about the legitimacy, 

competencies and actual work of the EU. Demystifying and setting the record straight by conveying 

an honest and factual truth. 

298 Supporting the 

creation of an 

European Demos 

Proposed by AFCO 

COMM The Commission is already engaging with stakeholders and citizens through an active communication 

strategy in communicating on the priorities of the EU but also through the White Paper on the Future of 

Europe precisely to present a range of different scenarios for how Europe could evolve by 2025, and in doing 

so to start a debate that should help focus minds and to support a process by which Europe at 27 determines 

its own path. 

The objectives of this proposal are already being addressed by the following actions/programmes: 

-  In 2010-2013, the Commission implemented a Pilot Project "Learning Europe at School".  After 2014, its 

outcomes have been absorbed and continued in the context of projects supported under the "Jean Monnet 

Projects" strand of the "Jean Monnet Activities" chapter of Erasmus+. These projects have produced a wealth 

of knowledge, teaching material, teacher training and other work related to teaching about the EU at the level 

of compulsory education. Moreover, the Commission has plans to revamp the "Learning Europe at School" 

work in the near future. 

- Horizon 2020 Framework Programme (H2020) has the aim of bringing together research institutions and/or 

research teams at pan European level: 

- Marie Skłodowska-Curie programme also provides of collaborative projects under H2020.  

- The European Research agency (ERA) also fosters 'teaming' opportunities under priorities like 

cross border collaboration or mobility of researchers (i.e. EURAXESS). 

 

- Europe for Citizens programme addresses precisely the activities targeted in the proposal. It has the overall 

aim of bringing the Union closer to citizens (Article 1 (2) and Article 2) to contribute to citizens' 

understanding of the Union, its history and diversity and to foster European citizenship and to improve 

conditions for civic and democratic participation at Union level. More specifically, in the Work Programme 

for 2017 (C(2016)7794), there is a specific priority for "Democratic engagement and civic participation" 

(Strand 2), for "Challenging Euroscepticism and fostering informed debate" through debates or activities 

aiming to address issues around Euroscepticism and how to act upon.  

Furthermore, within strand 2, Town Twinning and Network of Towns activities are supported, providing 

C 
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opportunities for citizens to engage at EU level or with a European dimension in a projected 315 town 

twinning projects and 45 networks of towns amongst other activities. Like that the Europe for Citizen 

programme will continue contributing to an increased understanding of the EU by the citizens. 

Strand 1 generally supports European remembrance and activities that encourage reflection on European 

cultural diversity and on common values in the broadest sense. 

 

- Multimedia actions push for greater visibility of European issues in major European media. These aim at 

strengthening news reporting on EU affairs from a European point of view (i.e. going beyond the usual 

national reporting). In 2016, in particular: 

-the European tv channel Euronews, in which the Commission pays for the production and 

broadcasting of a number of European programmes and magazines, as well as the production of the 

Hungarian, Greek, Portuguese, Arabic and Farsi services.  

-the radio network, Euranet Plus, which produces radio programmes across radio stations of more 

than a half of the EU countries.  

-the new setup of two data-driven news media, as a result of a call for proposals launched in 2016. 

This actions aims at increasing reporting on EU affairs using data-driven tools and content, and 

exploiting the advantages of new technologies. One of the projects is composed of major news 

agencies (AFP, DPA and ANSA); the other gathers many media outlets across the EU. 

- Europe Day (9 May) is one of the most important occasions to draw attention to European Union 

initiatives; around the 9 May many high-visibility events are organised jointly by the different EU 

institutions. The European Union does not set public holidays for its Member States. 

It is worth noting that in the EP Hearing on "the development of a European Demos" of 20-21 March 2017, 

experts contributions generally challenged the presumption that a European demos is a precondition for 

European democracy. 

300 Democracy, 

digitalization and 

international law 

Proposed by Anneleen 

Van Bossuyt 

CNECT This proposal for a legal research project that focuses on the nexus between democracy, digitalization, and 

international law would be relevant to the implementation of the framework of the eGovernment action plan 

as new form of governance is one of the 3 pillars of this action plan. The Commission is also working on the 

topic in H2020 (and in the past with FP7 and CIP). 

B 

301 Development of 

statistical indicators 

for the study of 

femicide 

Proposed by Tania 

González Peñas 

JUST This pilot project would overlap with a study launched by the European Institute on Gender Equality on 

Terminology and indicators for data collection on rape, femicide and intimate partner violence: 

http://eige.europa.eu/about-eige/procurement/eige-2015-oper-12.  

In addition, the COST project, funded by Horizon 2020, also gathered researchers from different disciplines 

with the view to improving knowledge on femicide: https://www.femicide.net/ 

C 

302 EU endowment fund 

for Democracy, Rule 

of Law and 

JUST The activities proposed in the frame of the pilot project are covered by Rights, Equality and Citizenship 

programme which supports through both action grants and operating grants the strengthening of civil society 

organisations and their role to promote the EU values enshrined in the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. 

C 
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Fundamental Rights 

Proposed by Sophie in 

't Veld 

The Commission works in close collaboration with civil society organisations active in the field of 

fundamental rights, including gender equality, and will continue to empower them and support their work. 

Calls for proposals under the Rights Equality and Citizenship programme can be found under the following 

links: 

 Capacity-building in the area of rights of the child 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rchi-prof-ag-

2017.html 

 Improve the inclusion of mobile EU citizens and their political and societal participation 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rcit-citi-ag-

2017.html 

 Support national or transnational projects on non-discrimination and Roma integration 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rdis-disc-ag-

2017.html 

 Restricted call for proposals to support National Roma platforms 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rdis-nrcp-ag-

2017.html 

 Monitor, prevent and counter hate speech online 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-online-

ag-2017.html 

 Prevent and combat racism, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-raci-ag-

2017.html 

In addition, training and awareness raising on fundamental rights is further supported under the Justice 

programme (judicial training and access to justice strands).  

Calls for proposals under the Justice programme can be found under the following links: 

 2017 Call for proposals to support victims of crime:  

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/just/topics/just-jacc-ag-

2017.html 

 2017 Judicial training call: 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/just/topics/just-jtra-ejtr-ag-

2017.html 

 Operating grant (OG) to the Victim Support Europe. The goal is to ensure that every victim in 

Europe is able to access information and support services in the aftermath of crime, regardless of 

where the victim lives or where the crime took place: http://victimsupport.eu/  

 OG to the European Network of National Human Rights Institutions. The goal is to enhance the 

promotion and protection of human rights across the wider Europe region, by bringing together 

NHRIs to work on a wide range of human rights issues and supporting their development.: 

http://ennhri.org/  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rchi-prof-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rchi-prof-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rchi-prof-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rcit-citi-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rcit-citi-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rcit-citi-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rdis-disc-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rdis-disc-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rdis-disc-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rdis-nrcp-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rdis-nrcp-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rdis-nrcp-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-online-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-online-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-online-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-raci-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-raci-ag-2017.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-raci-ag-2017.html
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/just/topics/just-jacc-ag-2017.html
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/just/topics/just-jacc-ag-2017.html
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/just/topics/just-jtra-ejtr-ag-2017.html
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/just/topics/just-jtra-ejtr-ag-2017.html
http://victimsupport.eu/
http://ennhri.org/
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 OG to the Fair Trials Europe. It is a unique human rights charity that helps people facing criminal 

charges all over the world to protect this basic right and campaigns for fairer criminal justice 

systems.: https://www.fairtrials.org/  

 OG to the European Forum for Restorative Justice. It aims to help establish and develop victim-

offender mediation and other restorative justice practices.: http://www.euforumrj.org/ 

Finally, the Commission supports awareness raising activities on the EU Charter e.g. the Colloquium on 

fundamental rights which brings together civil society organisations and policy makers.  

It is to be noted also that the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights works closely with civil society on 

awareness-raising actions and on the exchange, identification and dissemination of information, training and 

good practice. The Agency has initiated work on a better understanding of the challenges civil society 

organisations are confronted with in the EU (shrinking civic space).  

303 Learning to know 

Roma people, their 

history, culture and 

contribution to 

Europe - essential for 

preventing and 

combating anti-

Roma stereotypes 

and prejudice, Roma 

discrimination and 

Anti-Gypsyism 

Proposed by CULT + 

Damian Draghici 

EAC The pilot project is covered by the Creative Europe programme. It could take place in the framework of a 

cooperation project.   

C 

304 Monitoring and 

training initiative 

against the cycle of 

violence: from 

animal abuse to 

domestic violence 

(esp. child abuse) 

Proposed by Georgios 

Kyrtsos 

JUST/SANTE The Daphne strand of the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme already provides funds for preventing 

and combating violence against women, children and other vulnerable groups.  

This includes training of police to identify and respond to cases of domestic violence. Such a project could be 

covered under this programme. 

 

C 

305 People with 

disabilities: 

protection from 

victimization, legal 

JUST The activities of the pilot project are largely covered by the Justice and Rights, Equality and Citizenship 

programmes including the networking in the field of enforcement of the rights of persons with disabilities, the 

preparation of information materials in line with communication needs or trainings of the judicial actors 

C 

 

https://www.fairtrials.org/
http://www.euforumrj.org/
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empowerment and 

assistance 

Proposed by EMPL + 

Ádám Kósa, Dieter-

Lebrecht Koch, Victor 

Negrescu, Sylvie 

Guillaume, Edouard 

Martin, Luigi 

Morgano, Helga 

Stevens, Marian 

Harkin 

coming into contact with persons with disabilities. 

306 Protecting the Jewish 

Cemeteries of 

Europe: A full 

mapping process 

with research and 

monitoring and 

individual costed 

proposals for 

protection 

Proposed by CULT 

EAC The pilot project could be implemented. 

It is in line and will contribute to increase knowledge of European heritage and to the European Year of 

cultural heritage by mapping the traces of cultural communities that disappeared in the Shoha. The 

educational dimension as well as the emphasis on involving local communities fit the objectives of EU policy 

and of the European Year. The mapping could also open the way to future specific interventions using 

national resources and/or ESI funds.  

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under title 15, for example as 

budget line number 15 04 77 XX 

A 

307 Establishing a clear 

and easily accessible 

guidance with 

practical information 

on child protection 

matters 

Proposed by: Julia 

Pitera, Peter Jahr 

JUST The pilot project would overlap with the e-justice portal which contains already information relating to 

parental responsibility, its modalities and exercise as well as conditions for adoption. Such aspects as 

procedure, formalities, legal aid, appeal procedure, contact to authorities and other relevant aspects are 

covered in detail.  

 

C 

308 Guarantee of 

equality between 

men and women by 

increasing public 

network of nurseries, 

kindergartens and 

public service of 

leisure activities for 

EAC The project could be implemented provided its focus is on the impact on children's development and 

integration (contrary to the project title) and the objectifies are further defined. Detailed suggestions in below:  

 the question should limit itself to the impact of pre-school education on children's development, but 

not on the aspect of support to leisure time activities. 

 the question needs to be defined more precisely to take into account that a number of studies in this 

area already exist (e.g. CARE, PISA2015), so that it can be ensured that the results of the study 

provide added value compared to the available evidence. 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under title 15, for example as 

B 
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children 

Proposed by:FEMM 

budget line number 15 02 77 XX 

309 Training institutes 

for University 

Curriculum 

Development in 

Contemporary 

Antisemitism Studies 

within a Human 

Rights Framework 

Proposed by:Heinz K. 

Becker, Juan Fernando 

López Aguilar, Cecilia 

Wikström 

EAC/JUST Raising anti-semitism and racism as well as effective and adequate countermeasures are key priorities of the 

Commission highlighted by the Annual Colloquium on fundamental rights 2015 and the appointment of an 

EC Coordinator on combating Antisemitism. The Commission committed to enhanced investment in 

prevention also through education and training. 

However, these activities are already eligible under the Erasmus+ programme, Key Action 2, Strategic 

Partnership and do not require a pilot project. 

C 

310 EU fund for financial 

support for litigating 

cases relating to 

violations of 

Democracy, Rule of 

Law and 

Fundamental Rights 

Proposed by Sophie in 

't Veld 

JUST The EU Agency for Fundamental Rights is currently working closely with civil society on awareness-raising 

actions and on the exchange, identification and dissemination of information, training and good practice. The 

Agency has initiated work on a better understanding of the challenges civil society organisations are 

confronted with in the EU (shrinking civic space). The Commission supports this work. In the light of the 

results of this work of the Agency, it will be possible to better assess whether there is a need for additional 

action, and if so, how such action could best take shape. 

C 

311 Reduction costs of 

access to legal 

mediation 

Proposed by JURI 

JUST The Commission has recently adopted a report on the application of Directive 2008/52/EC (COM(2016) 542 

final), which is inter alia based on a study, Member States´ experiences on its application and a public 

consultation. 

The report concludes that the Mediation Directive; which sets certain key requirements for the use of 

mediation in cross-border disputes, has given impetus to a wider take-up of mediation also in a purely 

domestic context across the EU.  

The Directive has provided EU added value by raising awareness amongst national legislators on mediation, 

introducing mediation systems or triggering the extension of existing systems. The evaluation shows that 

there is no need at the moment to revise the Directive.  The report demonstrates that low cost of mediation is 

an important incentive to use it and many Member States promote its use by financial incentives, which is a 

good practice.  

In order to further increase the use of mediation, the Commission continues to co-finance mediation-related 

projects through its Justice Programme. In addition, awareness of the public about mediation is being 

promoted via information available on the website of the European e-justice Portal. 

C 
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For the reasons above, the scope of the project is already sufficiently addressed via other means. 

312 Supporting the 

arbitration centres 

for consumer 

conflicts  

Proposed by João 

Ferreira, Miguel 

Viegas, João Pimenta 

Lopes 

JUST The facilitation of resolution of consumer disputes out-of-court is governed by the legal framework on 

Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) and Online Dispute Resolution (Directive 2013/11/EU on consumer 

ADR and Regulation (EU) No 524/2013 on consumer ODR). 

Member States had the obligation to transpose the ADR Directive by July 2015 and subsequently put in place 

ADR structures that facilitate access by consumers to fast, efficient and inexpensive ADR procedures for 

contractual disputes with a product or service they bought. The ADR Directive is a framework Directive and 

builds on the existing ADR structures in the Member States and respects their legal traditions. Around 290 

ADR entities have been notified by Member States to the European Commission so far.  

The pilot projects would actually overlap with the ADR Directive which provides the legal basis for the 

Commission to support and facilitate the networking of national ADR entities and the exchange and 

dissemination of information on their best practices and experiences. In order to fulfil these obligations the 

Commission is planning to subsidise national ADR entities in the course of 2018 through the Consumer 

Programme 2014-2020. The aim is to bring together ADR entities that operate in the same sector so they can 

learn from each other's experiences, exchange best practices and establish networks. In this way we will 

support them in their task of assisting consumers resolve their disputes with traders out-of-court thus ensuring 

a strong consumer protection within the internal market. 

According to the ODR Regulation the European Commission is responsible for the development, 

maintenance and operation of an EU-wide Online Dispute Resolution Platform to assist consumers and 

traders solve online disputes over a purchase made online. The platform was launched in mid-February last 

year and offers a single point of entry that allows EU consumers and traders to settle their disputes for both 

domestic and cross-border online purchases. This is done by channelling the disputes to national Alternative 

Dispute Resolution (ADR) entities that are connected to the platform and have been selected by the Member 

States according to quality criteria and notified to the Commission. 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

C 

 Heading 4    

315 Enhancing children 

and youth´s 

participation in 

peacebuilding in 

South Sudan & 

Central African 

Republic - A multi-

agency, multi-

country approach 

DEVCO The Commission has doubts on the opportunity of implementing a single pilot project for South Soudan and 

Central African Republic, two such different and problematic countries. The proposed activities would be 

better addressed if they are carried out separately.  The environmental challenges that could make the 

implementation difficult should be taken into consideration. 

B 
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Proposed by Enrique 

Guerrero Salom 

316 EU Framework and 

international good 

practices in 

cooperating with 

Churches and 

religious 

communities in 

development and 

humanitarian 

projects  

Proposed by György 

Hölvényi 

DEVCO The Commission values the diversity of CSOs in development cooperation and engages with both secular and 

faith-based organisations (FBOs) on the basis of the rights-based principle, including non-discrimination. The 

Commission engages with FBOs primarily in two ways: through dialogue processes and co-financing. First, 

FBOs are included in the Commission's definition of Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) (Commission 

Communication COM(2012)0492). This means that they can be involved in all initiatives and dialogues on 

development issues with the Commission, as far as they adhere to rights-based principles. For instance, in his 

capacity as the first Special Envoy for the promotion of freedom of religion or belief outside the European 

Union, Jan Figel has met numerous FBOs during his first year mandate 2016-17. Second, co-financing of 

FBOs also takes place through development projects, with the exception that it does not fund actions aiming 

at proselytism or support to political parties whether secular or religiously-inspired.  

To date, both European and local FBOs have benefited from grants under various EU financing instruments, 

e.g. the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) and the European Instrument for Democracy and Human 

Rights (EIDHR). For instance, the proportion of FBO grantees under the DCI CSO-LA 2007-13 was nearly 

10 % with an increasing trend in the period 2009-13. In 2016, the Commission also entered into a Framework 

Partnership Agreement with an FBO. Under the DCI-GPGC (Global Public Goods and Challenges), a global 

call on support to intercultural dialogue and culture, including aspects relating to religion or belief, is 

currently ongoing. In addition, under the EIDHR, a global call for proposal on combating discrimination on 

grounds of religion or belief was launched in 2013 and a new global call on freedom of religion or belief will 

be launched in the course of the summer 2017 with the aim to support civil society action in this field. 

Locally, EU delegations have also supported projects run by FBOs. Finally, the Commission is in the process 

of developing further activities in this field, with a first internal seminar for staff on religion and development 

which was held in May 2017 with potential follow-up and possibility to extend invitation to EP staff or EP 

Intergroup on Freedom of Religion or Belief and Religious Tolerance (Intergroup on FoRB & RT) should 

further activities take place in future. 

Legal bases: 

- Commission Communication COM(2012)0492, "The roots of democracy and sustainable development: 

Europe's engagement with Civil Society" 

- Council conclusions on a rights-based approach to development cooperation, encompassing all human rights 

(19 May 2014), and Commission Staff Working Document – Tool-box: A Rights-Based Approach, 

Encompassing All Human Rights for EU Development Cooperation (30 April 2014, SWD(2014) 152 final)  

- EIDHR Annual Action Plan 2013, Annex 5 and EIDHR Multi-Annual Action Plan 2016-17, Annex 2 

- DCI-GPGC call reference EuropeAid/154498/DH/ACT/Multi 

C 

317 Expansion of 

universal health 

DEVCO La proposition est pilote pour la Mauritanie dans le sens qu'aucune expérience de couverture sanitaire 

universelle (CSU) est actuellement en place en dehors de l'expérience de Dar Naim en milieu périurbain de 
A 
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coverage in 

Mauritania 

Proposed by: Elena 

Valenciano, Inés 

Ayala Sender 

Nouakchott. Le projet est pertinent et en ligne avec la Politique sanitaire nationale 

La proposition est cohérente et complémentaire avec l'intervention dans le domaine de la Santé par le 11e 

FED, en appui, entre autre, à la mise en place de la CSU. Le projet permettra de tester les méthodologies 

applicables d'une CSU dans différents milieux en particulier pour les milieux ruraux, pour les zones à faible 

population. Suite à ces expériences, il serait possible d'envisager une progressive extension de la CSU au 

niveau national par le financement 11e FED qui agirait dans un premier temps sur la partie offre de santé en 

qualité et de couverture, ainsi que sur la partie institutionnelle de la CSU. 

Les trois acteurs directement impliqués dans le projet sont Memisa Belgique, Institut de Médecine Tropicale 

d'Anvers IMT et Association de la promotion de la santé à Dar Naim (APSDN). Très importante pour le 

projet est la présence d'acteurs de terrain avec des universitaires afin de garantir le développement des aspects 

de recherche – action, fondamentaux vu le caractère pilote et innovant. L'IMT étant un des acteurs de la mise 

en œuvre de l'appui institutionnel de l'intervention 11e FED, permettra de garantir le maximum de cohérence 

et faire le lien entre l'expérience de terrain et les aspects institutionnels au niveau du Ministère de la Santé et 

des autres institutions. 

318 Childhood, 

participation and 

citizenship. 

Education and 

Empowerment in 

Africa, America and 

Asia 

Proposed by DEVE 

DEVCO Support to child rights organisations in Africa, Asia and Latin America is an objective both under the 

European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights' (EIDHR) priorities (objective 2: support to other 

human rights priorities including the protection and promotion of children's rights and objective 3 support to 

democracy (inclusive and participatory democracy for all, citizen's voice and representation)) and under the 

Global Public Goods and Challenges (GPGC) of the DCI, child well-being priorities including children's 

participation for the period 2014-2020.  

The proposed project is not designed on an enough long-term, large-scale and sustainable way as is normally 

required for EU-funded projects. Networks of child rights NGOs already exist, often organised by thematic 

area of intervention, and it would be very difficult and not necessarily useful to compile data on all children's 

organisations over the three continents (thousands of structures from grassroots, to national and international): 

indeed, a lot of information is already available; furthermore, a compilation of children's organisations done 

at a given point in time would soon be obsolete or incomplete given the dynamism in the sector (organisations 

being created or closed every day worldwide).  

Legal bases: 

- EIDHR Multi-Annual Indicative Programme 2014-2017 

- GPGC Multi-Annual Indicative Programme 2014-2017 

C 

319 tenBoma: An 

intelligence-led 

approach to 

counteracting 

wildlife crime in 

DEVCO The proposed project is fully covered by the DCI - Global Public Goods and Challenges (Annual Action 

Programme 2017) under the project "Reinforcing security, protecting biodiversity and improving livelihoods 

by combating wildlife and forest crime" (budget line 21.020701, CRIS Ref: 40132) 

The idea/approach proposed by TenBoma is consistent with the objectives of the Call for Proposals under the 

aforementioned project (indicatively, the budget earmarked for the call is EUR 28.5 million and will be 

C 
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source countries 

Proposed by Gerben-

Jan Gerbrandy 

launched in 2018). 

The appropriation proposed for TenBoma (i.e. EUR 1.8 million) can be transferred to the budget line 

21.020701 to complement the top-up the EUR 28.5 million already earmarked for the Call for Proposals. 

However, in the absence, at this stage, of an established monopoly of TenBoma regarding the approach/idea, 

the award will only be attributed through a Call for Proposals. 

321 Foster transparency 

and impact 

assessment for local 

autorities in 

Guatemala 

Proposed by DEVE 

DEVCO The proposed project can be implemented.  

Transparency and social monitoring is a constant priority in EU projects in Guatemala. 

With local authorities', since 2015, it is an effort that local authorities are doing progressively. 

The approach of this proposal is complementary with other efforts underway (3 projects) in Guatemala. 

This pilot project will have to ensure a strong coordination with the Delegation during its implementation. 

B 

322 Strengthening 

surgical and trauma 

health response in 

Sierra Leone 

Proposed by: DEVE 

DEVCO The project is not innovative since it is basically a continuation of ongoing activities. Therefore it cannot be 

recommended for funding 

The Commission has provided support to the Goodrich surgical centre under the EDF (NIP) and thematic 

budget lines over the years and has currently a post-Ebola project with them funded under the AWARE 

programme (EDF), all supporting activities as proposed in this proposal. 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

D 

323 Trees for Africa 

Proposed by: Bernd 

Kölmel 

DEVCO This proposal is already covered by the programme DCI - Global Public Goods and Challenges (Annual 

Action Programme 2016): programme "Reversing Land Degradation in Africa by Scaling-up EverGreen 

Agriculture". 

C 

324 Ensuring effective 

delivery of aid to 

victims of sexual 

violence in conflict 

Proposed by: DEVE  

ECHO The assessment of the quality of services, as well as the identification of best practices would provide a key 

opportunity to further inform how best survivors/victims can be assisted. We also in particular welcome the 

inclusion of men and boys as victims, which is very much in line the humanitarian principle of non-

discrimination. Nevertheless, we have made some suggestions for improvements, notably in the scope (nature 

of the crisis, as well as the comprehensiveness of the assistance delivered): 

a. The focus should be broadened from conflict to humanitarian settings, including natural disasters, 

recognizing that sexual violence takes place in all types of emergencies and is not limited solely to situations 

of conflict. 

b. The focus should be broadened from medical aid to take into account the  consequences affecting the 

psychological and social sphere. 

To further explain, particularly in view of the requested analysis of whether this project would fall within an 

B 
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existing legal base/programme: The Commission (through DG ECHO) is a leading humanitarian donor that 

pushes for a gender-sensitive approach to humanitarian aid. In recent years we have stepped up our work in 

this area, by adopting policies such as our humanitarian gender policy in 2013, and our new protection 

guidelines adopted in May 2016. 

To support policy implementation, a Gender-Age Marker was introduced in 2014. The Gender-Age marker is 

an accountability tool that assesses how strongly all EU funded humanitarian actions integrate gender and 

age. According to the Gender-Age Marker, in 2015 89 % of all EU funded humanitarian actions strongly or to 

certain extent integrated gender and age. 

The EU mainstreams gender in its humanitarian aid and supports targeted projects on gender-based violence. 

For instance, in 2016 the EU supported 84 humanitarian projects related to gender-based violence for over € 

18 million directly reaching almost 3.4 million beneficiaries15, including in Syria, Turkey, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, South Sudan and Colombia. 

In 2015, ECHO funded OCHA with € 600 000 for the Gender Standby Capacity project (GenCap), including 

the revision of the IASC Gender Marker. ECHO also funded a pilot project led by Oxfam GB (€ 500 000), 

aimed to strengthen organizations' capacity in terms of gender in humanitarian aid through gender working 

groups in four countries (Ethiopia, South Sudan, Pakistan and Dominican Republic). In 2016, ECHO is 

funding UN Women for the revision of the IASC Gender Handbook and IRC for developing tools and 

approached to conduct GBV case management in hard to reach areas. 

Since 2014 ECHO has allocated more than € 1 million yearly to global capacity building projects on gender 

and GBV. In 2014, ECHO funded IOM for a project aimed at preventing abuse by aid workers by piloting 

inter-agency community-based complaints mechanisms in DRC and Ethiopia. These projects were funded 

under the Enhanced Response Capacity (ERC) DG ECHO supports capacity-building to respond to 

humanitarian needs. Whilst for instance the Humanitarian Implementation Plan (HIP) for 2017 lists the 

response gender-based violence as a priority, the proposed project by the European Parliament seems to rather 

focus on analysis and research into aid delivered specifically on gender-based violence than capacity-building 

in delivering such aid, and would therefore likely not be able to be funded under the ERC programme. 

In conclusion, we would welcome this project, albeit with the suggested changes and would also like to stress 

that the capacity of the implementing body are fundamental determinants for the successful piloting of the 

project. 

325 Communicating 

Bioeconomy in the 

Balkan Area 

Proposed by: Georgios 

NEAR This proposal is still under assessment.  

                                                 
15 Estimated total number of direct beneficiaries of results where SGBV is a subsector 
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Kyrtsos 

326 Enhancing regional 

cooperation on the 

issue of missing 

persons following the 

conflicts in ex-

Yugoslavia 

Proposed by: Cristian 

Dan Preda 

NEAR Some countries have ongoing cooperation programmes with the International Commission on Missing 

Persons (ICMP) under national IPA (BIH, Kosovo*). However a regional programme favouring regional 

cooperation could bring possible added value. Further information on the scope and design of the project 

would be needed to ensure coherence and avoid duplication with national programmes.   

B 

327 Supporting and 

providing expertise 

in conducting 

constitutional 

changes in BiH 

Proposed by Željana 

Zovko 

NEAR The project is not in line with EU policy towards Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is based on the Reform 

Agenda on socio-economic issues, the rule of law, and public administration reform, as stated in the EU 

Council Conclusions on Bosnia and Herzegovina of 15 December 2014 which established a renewed 

approach towards BiH from the EU. This was reiterated in the EU Council Conclusions on the application of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina for membership of the EU of 20 September 2016, in which the European 

Commission was invited to present its opinion (Avis) on Bosnia and Herzegovina's EU membership 

application. Any project on Constitutional Reform should start from the upcoming Commission Opinion, 

which will highlight the key priorities necessary for BiH to sufficiently fulfil the political criteria for EU 

membership and become ready to start accession negotiations. 

D 

328 Cross Border 

Neighbouring 

Programs Network 

Proposed by Victor 

Negrescu 

NEAR The actions that are to be addressed with this proposal are already covered by the Cross Border Cooperation 

programmes themselves (Commission Decision C(2014)7172).  The managing authorities of the ENI CBC 

programmes are indeed all committed to supporting networking platforms for CBC beneficiaries and potential 

applicants.  In the frame of each CBC programme, events have been organized gathering all CBC 

stakeholders to facilitate the exchange of best practices, capitalisation processes and raise awareness about the 

CBC benefits in general.  Such initiatives will continue to be organized in future with a focus on facilitating 

the building of partnerships in view of the forthcoming launch of new calls for proposals. Partner search 

databases have also been developed on various programmes' websites. 

 

In addition, the technical assistance project "TESIM - Technical Support to the Implementation and 

Management of ENI CBC programmes" (Commission Decision C(2014)7172 – section 6.7 "Key actors and 

programme development") also has the mandate to facilitate the sharing of knowledge, increase coordination 

and visibility across CBC programmes, encourage the creation of networks and provide exchange platforms 

such as conferences, trainings, seminars and tailor-made advisory services for all the CBC stakeholders - from 

both in the EU and the partner countries. 

 

Finally, the INTERACT programme (Article 2(3) of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013)  also provides similar 

services to the ENI CBC community, giving it the opportunity to network with the INTERREG stakeholders.  

This includes for instance the KEEP platform; a database aggregating data regarding projects and 

C 
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beneficiaries of EU cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation programmes within the EU, and 

between Member States and neighbouring countries.  KEEP also offers a sophisticated and user-friendly 

partner search tools including more than 5000 organisations. 

329 Enhance 

Mediterranean 

artisanal fisheries in 

non-EU countries 

improving products' 

quality standards 

and involving local 

fishermen's 

communities 

Proposed by: Renata 

Briano 

NEAR Support to Mediterranean fisheries is possible under the European Neighbourhood Instrument*. Indeed, 

substantial support is already provided under the bilateral cooperation of the EU with Algeria, Tunisia and 

Morocco, with the risk of duplication. For the other countries of the region, fisheries does not seem to be a 

priority. Since such action requires involvement of local communities and institutional actors on the ground 

as well as larger funding envelopes, bilateral action based on beneficiaries' demand is the preferred mode of 

intervention.  

*Instrument ENI – e.g Programme de Diversification de l'Economie pour la Peche et l'Acquaculture/Algerie 

C 

330 Erasmus for 

associations 

Proposed by: Sylvie 

Guillaume 

NEAR The use of the "Erasmus" label is a bit misleading - de facto it is about a civil society exchange programme of 

a type which already exists in several projects financed either by ENI (Civil Society Hubs - call for proposals 

underway)  or by EIDHR (eg Euromed Human Rights). As such it does not appear to offer any added value to 

ongoing initiatives. As far as the Anna Lind Foundation (ALF) is concerned, 80% of the Foundation's funding 

already comes from EU Budget. The Commission seeks to diversify rather than intensify the Foundation's 

funding sources.  It is also doubtful at the present juncture that the Foundation would have the capacity to 

undertake such an activity in addition to its existing workload. 

 

C 

331 Preventing and 

combatting Violent 

Extremism and 

Radicalisation in 

Maghreb countries 

by enhancing young 

peoples' knowledge 

of and engagement 

with the region’s 

cultural and religious 

heritage 

Proposed by: Neena 

Gill 

NEAR Local initiatives aimed at the conservation of cultural heritage is certainly an important area of EU 

intervention. Indeed, the EU already promotes such projects on large scale in both Algeria and Tunisia as well 

as on regional level through the Euromed Culture programme. Therefore general support to cultural and 

religious heritage would not offer any added value.  Links to combatting violent extremism are however 

relatively recent. 

The country coverage would be an issue. Since Mauritania is not normally covered by ENI a justification 

would be required for financing a project based in this country (and it is not clear why the project referred to 

has stalled). The second component of the proposal is even more problematic as it is doubtful if the EU would 

be considered a legitimate actor in terms of promoting "moderate "interpretations of Islam in the region 

(mutatis mutandis this also implies to the relevant sub-component of Component 1). The third component 

providing training and capacity-building to young people to enable them to make a living from cultural and 

religious heritage could be implementable but may already be covered by programmes already funded by EU 

in the countries concerned.   

Nevertheless, the Commission intends to extend the regional "Med culture" programme, particularly in the 

field of culture as a way to prevent violent extremism. It would be possible to look for synergies in this 

C 
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respect and to possibly integrate the proposed pilot project into this initiative, with appropriate changes. 

 

* : (Instrument ENI – e.g Euro Med Culture programme) 

332 Providing training 

for human rights 

defenders in 

neighbouring 

countries where 

human rights and the 

rule of law are under 

threat 

Proposed by: Anna 

Fotyga 

DEVCO Delivering support to Human Rights Defenders (HRDs) is the first priority of the European Instrument for 

Democracy and Human Rights' (EIDHR) for the period 2014-2020. Indeed, 20 to 25 % of the total financial 

envelope for the implementation of the EIDHR for this period has been allocated to Objective 1: "Support to 

Human Rights and Human Rights Defenders in situations where they are most at risk", corresponding to EUR 

200-250 million. The instrument has various tools to address the needs of HRDs, therefore, there is no need 

for a pilot project in the domain of training HRDs, which has been a key feature of the EIDHR since at least 

2010. HRDs in Neighbourhood countries have been well covered so far. 

First, since 2010, the EIDHR emergency scheme provides small grants of max EUR 10,000 on an ad-hoc 

basis to HRDs or local HRD organisations in need of urgent support worldwide (including the 

Neighbourhood East). Since 2015, at least 6 grants concerned the Neighbourhood East region. Such urgent 

support addressed inter alia legal and medical fees, temporary relocation, and security equipment. The grant 

scheme can also cater for urgent, short-term training needs. 

Second, since October 2015, the first EU comprehensive HRD mechanism “ProtectDefenders.eu” is in place 

with an unprecedented budget of EUR 15 million over three years. The mechanism, led by a consortium of 12 

independent civil society organisations with worldwide coverage including the Neighbourhood East, provides 

urgent, medium- to long-term support for HRDs. This includes, besides urgent assistance, also monitoring of 

HRDs situation, early warning, reinforcement of capacities, trainings on risk prevention and security 

(including digital security), and support to national networks, advocacy, lobbying and development of 

strategies. For instance, in the Neighbourhood East, at least 24 grants to local beneficiaries have been 

provided since the start of the project. A handful of them included activities related to campaign and legal 

advocacy, operational capacity building, and security training. 

Finally, every year the EIDHR global call for proposal has a dedicated lot to support HRDs. Projects may 

address short-, mid- to long-term components of HRD support, including activities such as training. Activities 

addressing the Neighbourhood East region are eligible. Organisations may also apply under local calls for 

proposals managed by EUDELs, and/or under the EIDHR Human Rights Crises Facility on ongoing basis, 

should the criteria for using the facility be demonstrated and justified. Many projects have also covered the 

protection and capacity building of HRDs in the Eastern Neighbourhood under these schemes. 

Legal bases: 

- EIDHR Multi-Annual Indicative Programme 2014-2017 

- EIDHR Annual Action Plan 2014, Annex 1, 2; EIDHR Annual Action Plan 2015 Annex 1, 2, 3; EIDHR 

Multi-Annual Action Plan 206-17, Annex 1, 2, 3  

C 

333 Social and labour BUDG The European Social Fund (ESF) has been providing valuable support to the inclusion of asylum seekers and D 
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market integration of 

displaced people and 

refugees in maritime 

and fishing activities 

in the Mediterranean 

Proposed by: Clara 

Eugenia Aguilera 

García, Renata Briano, 

Ricardo Serrao Santos 

(consolidation of the 

assessment) 

their families. Measures foreseen for the integration of asylum seekers – and of third country nationals more 

generally – include language courses, skills identification and vocational training, as well as actions 

concerning the education of minors (minor asylum seekers or minor children of asylum seekers). 

The Call for Proposals for the "Fast track integration into the labour market for third country nationals – 

targeting exclusively asylum seekers, refugees and their family members"(VP-2016-015) was launched in 

December 2016 under the Employment and Social Innovation (EASI) Programme with a budget of EUR 14.2 

million. It aims at funding projects to test and implement innovative policy schemes and delivery mechanisms 

that will ensure and facilitate a swift labour market integration of asylum seekers, refugees and their family 

members (with a particular focus on labour market integration of women). Eligible countries included EU 

Member States, Iceland and Norway, Albania, FYROM, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey. The evaluation of 

the proposals received is ongoing. 

The number of beneficiaries appears to be quite small and there is no real indication from which countries the 

refugees would come or evidence that there is a real interest amongst them to take up fishing.  

334 Support of the EU to 

the political parties 

in the Assembly of 

the Representatives 

of the People of 

Tunisia 

Proposed by:Cristian 

Dan Preda 

NEAR The Commission has been funding support to the Tunisian National Constituent assembly and to the 

Assembly of the Representatives of the People (ARP) through a UNDP programme. The Commission is also 

currently funding a twinning operation to the benefit of the ARP. Thus, parties are already benefitting 

indirectly from training sessions and capacity building. 

 

The suggested pilot project risks discriminating some parties to the benefit of others and the Commission 

needs to ensure impartiality and cannot target one or the other party and should develop a neutral project from 

which all parties could benefit. 

The commission does not agree with the proposal that the programme should target only the political parties 

in the Assembly. It should be open to all parties especially since other parties might want to run up to the 

2019 elections. 

 

An EC-funded programme should work with all the parties and should promote an upgrading of the way the 

parties work, discussing technical issues in a horizontal way (eg/ how to plan the party work; how to structure 

a party programme, which are the leading subjects) and should not enter into details about content and 

political views. 

A neutral actor/service provider (or consortium covering the whole spectrum of political positions) should be 

contracted to ensure impartiality of treatment. 

 

There are other similar actions that are currently being implemented:  

 A call for proposals has recently been launched by the Commission targeting capacity building of 

political parties.  The objective of the call (EuropeAid/153778/DH/ACT/Multi) is to support 

representative democracy and political pluralism through the bolstering of political parties, in line 

D 
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with a multiparty, non-partisan approach. This will be achieved by supporting adequate and active 

political participation of women - and especially young women - and by improving the legal and 

policy framework of the party-system in the beneficiary countries. 

 

 The European Endowment for democracy also supports capacity building activities for the benefit of 

the ARP members.  

 

On the basis of the above mentioned elements the Commission deems that it is not appropriate to fund such a 

programme and thinks it is more beneficial to continue supporting the capacity building of the ARP (and 

indirectly of parties) through the ongoing actions. 

335 Network of 

European hubs for 

civil protection and 

crisis management 

Proposed by:DEVE 

ECHO The proposal can be implemented. 

 

The EP Pilot Project is an excellent opportunity to support future policy developments in civil protection and 

crisis management. It has a strong potential to lead to the establishment of a more systematic and stronger 

European crisis management capacity by gathering high-standard European capacity in a flexible architecture. 

The capacity should be structured along a network of European hubs for civil protection and crisis 

management, building upon existing infrastructures. 

The proposal is currently not covered by a legal basis. 

 

It is of critical importance that the project has a strong European dimension, i.e. includes the capacities of 

more than one Member State. 

 

In a nutshell, thus, the Commission would implement the concept of the proposed pilot project to create a 

"Network of European Hubs for Civil Protection and Crisis Management" through a call for tenders, where 

potential consortia composed of at least three EU Member States would need to identify a common scope as 

well as physical infrastructures with a clear European dimension. These activities would inter-connect several 

actors and will link up with the Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC). 

A 

 Heading 5    

336 Establish a digital 

clearing house in the 

field of big data 

economy 

Proposed by Neena 

Gill 

COMP The Pilot Project proposes the set-up of a new Digital Clearing House to facilitate a network of voluntary 

contact points of competition and regulatory authorities at national and EU level. Such contacts already occur 

on a regular basis. Following are relevant examples:  

A) Within Member States competition and data protection authorities; for example between the French 

competition and data protection authorities on the occasion of the GDF case; between the UK competition 

and data protection authorities as regards the UK energy sector inquiry; or between the German competition 

authority and the Hamburg data protection authority in connection with the ongoing Facebook case. 

C 
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B) Within the Commission relevant departments and other EU institutions; for example between DG COMP, 

DG CNECT and DG JUST in relation to mergers in the data sector; or between DG COMP and the European 

Data Protection Supervisor who have been in close contact since 2013 to discuss the possible competition 

implications of personal data and big data, and they will continue to do so in the future. 

C) The network of European data protection authorities (the "Article 29 Working Party") recently held a joint 

meeting with the network of European consumer protection authorities ("CPC"). 

D) European Network of Competition Authorities ("ECN") already provides a discussion forum where EU 

national competition authorities and DG COMP can address the specific features of the digital economy 

(including data issues) and ensure a coherent approach in the enforcement of competition rules in this area. 

In view of the existing contacts and fora in this area, the Commission considers that there is no need for a 

further network of voluntary contact points with a EUR 2 million allocation to be managed by the 

Commission.  

The European Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS) has already established a Digital Clearing House as 

suggested in his opinion of September 2016. A first meeting of the Digital Clearing House took place on 29 

May 2017, bringing together some privacy and consumer protection authorities as well as some competition 

authorities. As set out in the materials about that event, competition policy was only a small part of the broad 

range of topics discussed (see https://edps.europa.eu/press-publications/press-news/blog/digital-

clearinghouse-gets-work_en and https://edps.europa.eu/data-protection/our-work/subjects/big-data-data-

mining_en). A next meeting will take place in autumn 2017. The EDPS aims to turn the Digital Clearing 

House into a research project, based on papers and conferences, hosted by a university and funded by the 

Open Society Foundation. 

In terms of MFF budget heading and budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under 

Heading 1a MFF and not under the administrative expenditure of Heading 5 MFF. 

 

338 Blockchain for EU 

Institutions 

Proposed by Eva Kaili 

DIGIT 

Assoc.: CNECT 

The IT systems that will support the WiFi4EU initiative are well on their way to completion. By the time the 

pilot project is started, those systems will be in operation: the "traditional" IT developments to implement 

WiFi4EU project will soon be concluded to launch the first call for projects and subsequent awarding of 

vouchers. Once this is in operation, subsequent calls can be organized with minimal (if any) changes to the 

system. 

WiFi4EU does nevertheless represent a good use case for Blockchain as a transparency mechanism. The 

Commission could therefore implement the proposed Pilot Project provided that the Blockchain track is a 

parallel one which could complement, but not replace the IT system that will be rolled out this year. The 

know-how acquired with this track could be reused beyond WiFi4EU when other attractive use cases are 

identified. 

 

B 

339 E-democracy: 

innovative ways for 

CNECT Assoc.: DIGIT The actions proposed by this  Pilot Project are fully covered by several ongoing activities: 

 

C 

https://edps.europa.eu/press-publications/press-news/blog/digital-clearinghouse-gets-work_en
https://edps.europa.eu/press-publications/press-news/blog/digital-clearinghouse-gets-work_en
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the exercise of 

democracy through 

ICT tools and new 

media 

Proposed by AFCO 

- In the framework of the ISA² programme (Decision (EU) 2015/2240 of the European Parliament and of the 

Council of 25 November 2015, the action n° 6.1 "Participatory knowledge for supporting decision making" of 

the ISA² work programme 2016 aims at consolidating and integrating existing reusable tools that allow the 

electronic participation of stakeholders, the analysis of the captured opinions and the discovery and 

generation of knowledge. This knowledge will in turn be used to provide insights on existing decision 

making, making them data driven processes. 

 

- The European citizens' initiative (Article 11(4) of the Treaty on European Union). The related procedures 

and conditions are set out in a Regulation adopted by the European Parliament and the Council on 16 

February 2011 Regulation (EU) No 211/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 

2011 (Consolidated version 01/07/2014). 

 

- The new EU eGovernment Action Plan 2016-2020 Accelerating the digital transformation of government 

(COM(2016) 179 final) contains an action (n° 20) aiming at transforming the Commission websites to 

support increasing engagement and participation of citizens and businesses in EU programmes and policy 

making. 

 

In terms of MFF budget heading and budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under 

Heading 3 MFF. 

 

341 Promoting citizens' 

deliberative 

participation in 

Commission 

consultations 

Proposed by AFCO 

SG While the proposed pilot project seems feasible, a permanent implementation of the action as proposed might 

prove too burden-some to apply. A modified pilot project could simplify certain elements (e. g. only one 

"neutral" briefing instead of different roles; reply from Commission coming from service-level) or to use the 

pilot to see in which situations such an effort would be justified. It would also be helpful to better explain 

what is meant by an "educational online poll" and how to organise it. This would allow for a better 

assessment of whether the proposed budget is adequate. 

 

The Pilot Project would usefully be interlinked with existing actions to increase citizen 

participation/engagement (e. g. the new Contribute to Law-making portal; Citizen's Dialogues; the European 

Citizens' Initiative; Futurium; citizens and science). 

It should also be recalled that as a general rule, earmarking or reference to funding for a specific organisation 

is against the basic principles of the Financial Regulation and in particular the principles of transparency, 

equal treatment and non-discrimination. 

In terms of MFF budget heading and budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed under 

Heading 3 MFF and placed under Chapter 18 04 Fostering European Citizenship. 

 

B 

344 Implementing HR The European Commission underlines the importance it attaches to promote gender mainstreaming within the C 
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Gender 

Mainstreaming in the 

EU institutions 

Proposed by FEMM 

institution. It underlines that within the Commission, all the actions mentioned in the pilot project that fall 

within the Commission's remit are already undertaken (see below). 

 

As to actions that relate specifically to other institutions and Member States (for example EP Committees, 

Council meetings) the Commission has neither the authority nor the resources to implement such a project. In 

any case, in terms of cooperation and exchange between the institutions, there are already mechanisms in 

place via regular meetings of the administrations to share good practices. 

 

Actions within the Commission’s remit 

The Commission is already addressing within the institution the actions mentioned in the proposed pilot 

project that are within its remit. 

 The European Commission has adopted gender equality action programmes since 1982. It adopted 

more recently a strategy on equal opportunities. Currently a new communication on Diversity and 

Inclusion is in preparation which will also take up the subject of gender equality. 

 As to gender balance in high positions, the Commission has committed to reach the target of 40% 

women in management by 2019. 

 As to ensuring gender balance in selection and recruitment panels, having female and male presence 

is obligatory when it comes to the selection of managers, and it is good practice for all other 

selections and recruitments. 

 It is further good practice to use gender neutral language and to ensure female and male presence in 

conferences and hearings. 

 As to gender training, trainings on unconscious bias is in place within the EUSA (open to all 

institutions) and in the Commission course on selection interviewing. 

 Furthermore, there are trainings for Commission staff on gender Mainstreaming. 

 Trainings on gender bias for panel members and gender mainstreaming for EU officials are being 

organised on top of management trainings to prepare the next talent pipeline, notably female 

colleagues showing potential to grow in a management function. 

 Regarding inter-institutional cooperation mechanisms, the European Commission underlines that 

such mechanism already exists. Every year, administrations from all EU’s institutions meet to 

discuss and exchange good practices in relation to gender equality. 

 There is further an Inter-Service Group for equality between women and men which ensures a 

Commission wide-approach. 
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 A = PP/PA could be implemented as suggested by the Parliament; 

 B = PP/PA might under certain conditions be fully or partially implementable but the project would need to be re-designed (it could be the case if part of the suggested action is already 
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 D = PP/PA cannot be implemented or similar actions have already been carried out in the past. 

N° EP Proposal DG Commission Assessment Category  

 Heading 1a    

3 Entrepreneurial capacity building for 

young migrants 

Proposed by Paul Rübig 

GROW The proposal can be implemented. It is the continuation of an existing pilot-project with satisfactory 

results. 

A 

5 Heritage enterprise cluster for 

innovation, business development and 

cross border cooperation 

Proposed by José Manuel Fernandes 

BUDG 

(consolidation of 

the assessment) 

The Preparatory Action can be covered under Creative Europe and Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs 

programmes. 

 

Within Creative Europe and in the countries covered by the programme, exchange of expertise in this 

area can be implemented through cooperation projects but also as B2B knowledge sharing in a 

network. Already now, several projects funded under the culture sub-programme deal with 

craftsmanship and restauration or renovation.  

 

Creative Europe is open to the participation of third countries and as concerns the Southern shore of 

the Mediterranean the first country to do so has been Tunisia, which has recently signed an agreement 

in that respect. The Mediterranean region could therefore be able to benefit of the strengthened 

cooperation between organisations based in Tunisia and in the countries belonging to the EU. 

C 

11 Sharing economy Start Up Initiative, 

financing the future of European 

entrepreneurship 

Proposed by Daniele Viotti, Pina Picierno, 

Flavio Zanonato, PatriziaToia  

GROW The Commission considers it would be premature at this stage to propose a Preparatory Action before 

the outcome of the existing Pilot Project is available. The current PP will only start in October 2017 at 

the earliest. 

The Commission further considers that it would not be productive to run two projects on the same 

scope in parallel. 

 

C 

18 Culture Europe: Promoting Europe’s 

treasures 

Proposed by Ana Claudia Tapardel, Istvan 

Ujhelyi, Olga Sehnalova, MIsabela de 

Monte, Pavel Telicka, Andrey Novakov, 

Wim van de Camp, Deidre Clune, 

Domenico Salvatore Pogliese, Gesine 

GROW In order to be implemented, the proposal should be re-designed with a view to shift focus more clearly 

on the promotion and marketing of Europe's destinations and treasures, thereby constructively and 

sustainably building on the achievements of the two-year Pilot Project Destination Brand Europe.  

Moreover, several of the objectives presented in the proposal are already covered by the Commission 

(such as, a strategy on cultural tourism, disseminating information and best practices in sustainable 

development and management of tourism flow, support through projects to develop transnational 

tourism products). In order to avoid duplications and obtain meaningful economies of scale, it is 

B 
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Meissner recommended that the proposal focuses on promotion and marketing related activities only. 

23 Smart Rural Tourism in Iberian 

Peninsula  

Proposed by Cláudia Monteiro de Aguiar 

AGRI The objectives of the proposed preparatory action can already be covered by different measures and 

actions (e.g.: possibilities to support co-operation, basic services, village renewal and the local 

initiatives under LEADER) stemming from Regulation (EU) 1305/2013.  

Furthermore, a series of initiatives that were launched by the "EU Action for Smart Villages" on 11 

April 2017 (https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/rural-development-2014-

2020/looking-ahead/rur-dev-small-villages_en.pdf) as well as actions taken under the European 

Network for Rural Development (http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/) touches on aspects related to Smart Rural 

Tourism. 

In terms of MFF budget heading and budget nomenclature, the preparatory action should rather be 

financed under Heading 2 MFF and placed under Title 05 ‘Agriculture and rural development'. 

C 

24 World Bridge Tourism 

Proposed by Istvan Ujhelyi 

GROW The proposed action is a follow-up to the Pilot Project initiated in 2016 under the same title. To 

optimise investment and the sustainability of the action it is recommended to continue the project as a 

Preparatory Action. 

A 

48 Tailor made policy solutions for young 

NEETs 

Proposed by Victor Negrescu 

EMPL The pilot project could be implemented provided further clarifications as regards the target group (as 

the NEET population is very heterogeneous) and Public Employment Services are involved.  

The project then should be re-designed. 

It would be in line with the Commission Communication on "The Youth Guarantee and Youth 

Employment Initiative three years on" (COM(2016)646 final) which acknowledges that more can be 

done to support NEETs facing multiple barriers.  

Particular attention would also have to be paid to avoid overlaps with part initiatives relating to NEET: 

 A previous Preparatory Action to test local partnerships for Youth Guarantee Schemes has 

supported several projects delivering integrated support to NEETs (see report “Piloting 

Youth Guarantee partnerships on the ground”).   

 Nine ongoing EaSI funded projects managed by Member States are also envisaging building 

up and strengthening partnerships in order to reach out to a wider range of NEETs, in 

particular inactive ones and those facing multiple barriers.    

B 

65 Financing maintenance of EU transport 

infrastructure 

Proposed by Inés Ayala Sender 

MOVE The financing of maintenance by the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) is already possible according 

to Article 5(1)(a) of the TEN-T Regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1315/2013 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 on Union Guidelines for the development of the 

trans-European transport network and repealing Decision No 661/2010/EU). However, the 

Commission is of the opinion that the CEF should not finance maintenance unless it leads to the 

upgrading of existing infrastructure to achieve higher standards in order to reflect new developments 

(such as in the environmental or technological fields) or to increase capacity. Prof Secchi and Prof. 

Bodewig are currently drafting a report (Making the best use of new financial schemes for European 

transport infrastructure projects) where the issue of the financing of the maintenance of infrastructure 

will be tackled. This report, to be released at the end of 2017, will be used for drafting the Impact 

C 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/rural-development-2014-2020/looking-ahead/rur-dev-small-villages_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/rural-development-2014-2020/looking-ahead/rur-dev-small-villages_en.pdf
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=14391&langId=en
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Assessment which will precede the proposal for a revision of the CEF.  

71 Smarter Cycling through Big Data in 

Intelligent Transport Systems 

Proposed by Istvan Ujhelyi 

MOVE The project might be partially implementable if changes are implemented to its scope and proposed 

timing due, inter alia, to the implementation of ITS Directive – Delegated Regulation on Multimodal 

information services (including cycling) foreseen in 2019. 

The proposed preparatory action would need to be launched in 2019 to allow measuring the 

effectiveness of the delegated regulation and where additional efforts are needed to fill in the gap. 

C 

76 Mapping of the Organ, bioprinting and 

medical 3D printing European industry 

Proposed by Victor Negrescu 

RTD This proposal is fully covered by Horizon 2020 Programme legal base. Furthermore it overlaps with 

the "Organ-on-a-Chip" topic that is proposed in the planned Call for Proposals under Horizon 2020 

Work Programme 2018-2020. It also overlaps with the €30 million flagship project 'EU-toxrisk', 

which uses 4 OCs (liver, lung, kidney and nervous system) to test 200 substances for toxicity.  

C 

81 Erasmus for journalists 

Proposed by Victor Negrescu 

CNECT The preparatory action could be implemented even if the Commission would first need to assess the 

implications of using the Erasmus brand name for this purpose. 

For recollection, a feasibility study of 2011 focused on a very similar topic16, the outcome of which 

should be taken into account in the eventuality of an adoption.  

Given the clear commonalities among proposals N. 81, 82, 229, 230, and 232, the Commission will 

consider the possibility of a joint implementation, should more than one of these be finally adopted by 

the Parliament.  

A 

90 Data analytics solutions for policy 

decision making 

Proposed by: Eva Kaili 

DIGIT/CNECT The preparatory action could be implemented. 

It is fully in line with the Commission's ongoing activities to enhance policy-making processes 

through the adoption of the most advanced and efficient data analytics solutions.  

In particular, the Doris consultation dashboard already enables to speed-up the processing of large 

data sets of citizen's inputs gathered through public consultations tools such as EU Survey or other 

channels.  

The Doris data analytics algorithms also enable evidence to be extracted from large research and 

innovation data sets or from policy documents (e.g. impact data) that can be used to inform policy 

decisions or to assess the impact of existing policies. 

Other eParticipation tools such as the Futurium enable citizens to attach evidence to policy 

conversations and to better understand participants' sentiment and ideas about a particular policy topic. 

Finally, the Data4Policy initiative brings together several Commission services to share experiences 

and best practices on the use of data analytics for policy making purposes. 

The proposed preparatory action aims to integrate, consolidate and further enhance these and other 

technologies and to put them at the service of the citizens and policy makers. Due to the relatively new 

and evolving technological context, it is recommended to implement the project in an agile and 

modular manner and to involve policy makers in the system specification and development process 

from the outset. 

A 

                                                 
16 http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media_taskforce/doc/mobility/erjo_part1_report.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media_taskforce/doc/mobility/erjo_part1_report.pdf
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The proposal aims also to mainstream the developed systems to potentially every public service across 

the EU with a multiplying effect on EU-wide citizen engagement practices. In this respect, the 

Commission suggests that an open source/open standard approach is pursued, in line with the ISA2 

programme. The synergies with actions being planned under the ISA2 work programme should be 

pursued in order to maximise impact. 

 

In terms of MFF heading and budget nomenclature, the preparatory action could be financed under 

heading 1a. under "Services to public administrations, businesses and citizens" for example as budget 

line number 26 03 77 XX 

103 European Commission Public Sector 

Innovation Lab  

Proposed by Siegfried Muresan  

JRC The aim of the PA is broadly to scale up the experimentation that has taken place in the preceding 

Pilot Project. However the proposed activities are to a large extent either covered in on-going 

activities or could be implemented as part of existing programmes: 

 The EU Policy Lab can be considered established both within the Commission (at the Joint 

Research Centre) and within the policy lab community. 

 The mapping of national, regional and local [policy] lab competences has been carried out 

during the PP and will continue as a continuous activity through the use of an interactive 

map. This mapping can be completed by the activities of the OECD Observatory of Public 

sector Innovation (OPSI) project funded under Horizon 2020. 

 The exploratory use of lab resources in the development of EU policy actions in the Pilot 

Project has demonstrated its value but also shown its limits. In particular, it has proven 

difficult to match EU policy demand with national, regional and local policy labs working 

specifically on the implementation of EU policies. The main reasons for this are that these lab 

structures are unevenly distributed throughout Europe; they are often more concerned with 

service design (as opposed to strategic design and design for policy); and they have limited 

(own) resources to participate fully in (EU level) projects.  

Furthermore, cooperation on specific projects between the EU Policy Lab and appropriate 

policy labs, where relevant, may already take place on a case-by-case basis.  

 Support to the establishment of new policy labs in Member States, and to the extended use of 

design-based innovation in policy making, is difficult and its added value complex to 

anticipate and ascertain. A possible way to support this objective would be to integrate the 

expertise in design for policy into existing capacity building schemes for public 

administrations, such as the TAIEX or the TWINNING programmes. However, the scope of 

actors providing policy lab service is wide, covering public, private and civil society actors, 

which makes such an extension difficult to set up. 

C 

121 Recognise Study Abroad 

Proposed by: Victor Negrescu 

EAC The pilot project could be implemented. 

 

In the current and future increases in Erasmus+ budget available for the school sector and the effort 

A 
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made to increase the participation of schools in the programme (long term mobility of pupils and short 

term exchange of groups of pupils), the proposed preparatory action will be important in view of 

improving the interest, including newcomers to the Program.   

124 Sportue - Promotion of European 

values through sport initiatives at the 

municipal level 

Proposed by: Victor Negrescu 

EAC The preparatory action could be implemented. 

 

A 

132 Transforming marine plastic waste into 

energy through a European Convention 

on Sea-Borne Plastics Waste 

Proposed by: Alfred Sant, Tonino Picula, 

Michela Giuffrida 

ENV Several EU programmes are providing funding possibilities for projects addressing marine litter 

(LIFE, ERDF, EMFF, Horizon 2020). 

 https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/node/4025 

 

Moreover, in the context of the EU circular economy action plan, the forthcoming plastic strategy, 

currently planned for 4th quarter 2017, will cover this issue by proposing an integrated approach to 

reduce the impacts of plastics on the environment. Priority should be given to preventing plastic waste 

from being released in the seas.  

 

The Commission published the roadmap of the Communication on Plastics in a Circular Economy 

(including action on marine litter) on January 2017. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/plastic_waste.htm  

 

In relation to the proposal, the added value of a possible EU Convention seems questionable as the 

related EU legislation is already in place and effectively implemented, can solve a significant part of 

the issue.  

 

In any case, waste incineration which is at the bottom of the hierarchy of waste management options 

should not be promoted (compared to prevention/avoidance of waste, reuse and recycling). 

In terms of MFF budget heading and budget nomenclature, the preparatory action should rather be 

financed under Heading 2 MFF. 

C 

133 Implementation of a European Action 

Plan to promote Employee Ownership 

and Participation 

Proposed by: Elena Gentile 

EMPL A pilot project was already carried out by the Commission in September 2013 until 2014. A public 

conference was organised in January 2014 to discuss the interim report. The final study was published 

on the Commission’s website in 2014. The study took stock of the state of play of national systems 

regarding employee participation in companies. It did not identify any particular barriers at national 

level for Member States wishing to develop further means for employee participation in companies 

operating in their territories. Following the principle of subsidiarity, the Commission will not launch 

an initiative on this file, but will follow up developments in Member States.  

 

C 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/node/4025
http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/roadmaps/docs/plan_2016_39_plastic_strategy_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/plastic_waste.htm
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At EU level, there has never been a joint and formal request from EU social partners to take up this 

file. Following the recent economic and financial crisis, several recent Commission proposals have 

aimed to address the weaknesses in corporate governance, of financial institutions in particular but 

also in listed companies outside of the financial sector, like for example the recent proposal to revise 

Directive 2007/36/EC on the encouragement of long-term shareholder engagement (COM/2014/0213 

final). In addition, the initiatives launched in the European Pillar of Social Rights address the need to 

avoid unreasonable risks for employees, an important area of challenges that is raised by employee 

participation schemes. 

 Heading 1b    

153 Speeding up EU Industrial 

Modernisation by improving support 

for pan-European demonstration 

facilities – the 3D Printing case 

Proposed by Matthijs van Miltenburg, 

Lambert van Nistelrooij 

GROW The proposal addresses the emerging topic of 3D printing that started already to play a major role for 

the modernisation of the European industry, and has a great potential for the innovation capability and 

competitiveness of many industrial sectors. 

 

Over the last few years there are many R&I activities supported at EU level particularly under Horizon 

2020 providing a significant budget to support R&D projects in different 3D printing related areas. In 

addition three studies has been recently conducted at EU level on this topic by different EU 

institutions: 

 "Open innovation in industry, including 3D printing ", Study conducted by the ITRE 

Committee, European parliament, 2015 

 "Living tomorrow. 3D printing a tool to empower the European economy " Opinion 

published by European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), 2015 

 "3D-printing: Current and future application areas, existing industrial value chains and 

missing competences in the EU ", European Commission 2016. 

 

Furthermore, a regional partnership on 3D printing composed of 22 regions from the Vanguard 

initiative is also involved in the activities of the Thematic Smart Specialisation Platform for industrial 

modernisation. 

 

Thematic Smart Specialisation Platform for industrial modernisation 

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/high-performance-production-through-3d-printing 

 

This proposal has the potential to complement on-going activities in this area by addressing the 

particular issue of interconnection of 3D printing demo facilities. 

 

The project would provide the necessary resources to analyse these challenges and connect such 3D 

printing demo facilities across many EU regions. 

 

In order to be implemented, the proposal should be revised, as some of the proposed actions are 

already possible under the variety of tools offered by the Thematic Smart Specialisation Platform on 

Industrial Modernisation (for example reach out to industrial partners and associations, identification 

of investment needs, work on synergies etc). The key delivery that has the most value added is the 

B 

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/high-performance-production-through-3d-printing
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work on connecting demonstration facilities. 

In terms of MFF budget heading and budget nomenclature, the preparatory action should rather be 

financed under Heading 1a MFF and placed under Title 02 ‘Internal market, industry, 

entrepreneurship and SMEs'. 

 Heading 2    

167 Smart rural areas in the 21st century  

Proposed by Tibor Szanyi, Franc Bogovič 

AGRI This preparatory action fits well into a series of initiatives which were launched by the "EU Action for 

Smart Villages" on 11 April 2017. http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/eu-action-smart-

villages_en 

This includes the pilot project "Smart Eco-Social Villages" but also actions taken under the European 

Network for Rural Development (ENRD) and the EIP-AGRI network. The mentioned pilot project 

"Smart Eco-Social Villages" is currently in procurement phase (with planned award by end 2017 and 

final results expected by mid-2019). The procurement documents are available at 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/calls-for-tender/115363-2017_en. The currently proposed preparatory 

action aims to put into practice the lessons learned from the previous Pilot Project Smart Eco Social 

Villages and to implement them under real life conditions.  

The Commission considers the preparatory action is implementable subject to certain changes of 

scope, for instance to take into account the works carried out or planned to be carried out in the 

context of the 'EU Action for Smart Villages'. 

B 

170 Restructuration of the Honey Bee chain 

and Varroa Resistance Breeding & 

Selection Programme 

Proposed by Jean-Paul Denanot, Annie 

Schreijer-Pierik, Eric Andrieu, Marc 

Tarabella 

AGRI In the 2016 budget procedure, the Commission accepted to carry out the pilot project 'Restructuring 

the honey bee chain and Varroa resistance breeding and selection programme'.  

As it is currently in the procurement phase, there are no documents publicly available yet. Overall, it is 

planned to start the implementation of this pilot project by end of 2017 with a longer duration. The 

final results are expected by 2020 or later. In this respect, the Commission sees the current proposal of 

the preparatory action is a premature. 

C 

182 Boosting the digitalisation of water for 

the sustainable development of our 

societies 

Proposed by Eva Kaili 

CNECT The ideas of the preparatory action are being addressed in the Work programme 2018-2020 – Societal 

Challenge 5 - Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and raw materials, topic : Water for 

our environment, economy and society; call 2018: Digital solutions for water: linking the physical and 

digital world for water solutions and topic circular economy call 2019 - Building a water-smart 

economy and society. 

In terms of MFF budget heading and budget nomenclature, the preparatory action should rather be 

financed under Heading 1a MFF and placed under Title 09 ‘Communications networks, content and 

technology'. 

C 

192 Operationalising capacity building for 

programmatic development and 

mapping objectives in the field of 

environmental taxation and budgetary 

reform 

ENV The proposed project constitutes a follow-up and widening of an ongoing pilot project which has been 

very productive and useful. Given the political importance of the issue, the project should also look at 

various types of subsidies where reforms would be important for greening the economy. This should 

include grants, tax exemptions (e.g. on corporate taxes) and subsidised loans. It should include 

modelling analysis on issues like optimal design and compensation of losers of subsidy reform. Apart 

B 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/eu-action-smart-villages_en
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/eu-action-smart-villages_en
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/calls-for-tender/115363-2017_en
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Proposed by Greens/EFA from these modifications, it is also proposed that the budget should be reduced to EUR 650.000. 

193 Protection of biodiversity, species and 

habitats in the French Outermost 

regions 

Proposed by: Younous Omarjee 

ENV This Preparatory Action (PA) is timely and important. It allows expanding the Pilot Project 

'Inventories of Species and Habitats French Outermost Regions' adopted in 2015. However, in view of 

preparing policies, legislation and programmes and to be coherent with related initiatives including the 

BEST Preparatory Action and the Pilot Projects on Mapping and assessing the state of ecosystems and 

their services in the outermost regions and overseas countries and territories, the scope of the PA 

needs to be widened to include all EU's Outermost Regions and Overseas Countries and Territories. 

The proposed budget, assuming no further cuts, could allow for this extension. The title of the PA 

should be adapted to reflect the widened scope. 

B 

213 Support measures for small-scale 

fishing 

Proposed by João Ferreira 

MARE There exists already a Pilot project — Support measures for small-scale fishing (SSCF)' adopted in 

2015 which will conclude by the end of 2017 achieving the objectives in terms of setting up SSCF 

organisations and raising awareness. A specific workshop will be organised in Tallinn (Estonia) to 

ensure a wide dissemination of the results of this pilot project at EU level 

(http://smallscalefishing.eu/en/).  

As for encouraging Member States to provide EMFF support to SSCF, the Commission has recently 

published a brochure summarising all the opportunities for Member States to grant a preferential 

support to SSCF under the EMFF, and participate or organised a number of events to disseminate the 

relevant information to stakeholders and to encourage responsible administrations to take advantage of 

these opportunities. Member States are thus fully able to implement and support preferential treatment 

for SSCF through their EMFF Operational Programmes. 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet2/news-events/news/support-emff-opportunities-small-

scale-fishermen_en 

D 

 Heading 3    

228 Monitoring Media Pluralism in the 

digital era 

Proposed by:: CULT 

CNECT The preparatory action could be implemented. 

The development and implementation of indicators to monitor risks to pluralism in the online 

environment respond to a real need in this field and in light of the evolution that the media sector is 

currently facing.  

A  

233 Media Literacy for all 

Proposed by: CULT 

CNECT The preparatory action could be implemented.  

It would underline the Commission's engagement to address these issues, possibly via a funding 

scheme to support European media literacy efforts after analysis of the results of the ongoing pilot and 

future preparatory action. 

A 

234 Music Moves Europe: Boosting 

European music diversity and talent  

Proposed by: CULT 

EAC The preparatory action could be implemented. 

It would complement the existing, however too limited support for the sector currently provided under 

Creative Europe. It would indeed promote Europe's key assets in the field of music: creativity, 

diversity and competitiveness. The timing is pertinent (2018-2020), as this preparatory action should 

ideally serve as a test case for a possible future specific EU funding scheme dedicated to music (post-

2020). 

A 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet2/news-events/news/support-emff-opportunities-small-scale-fishermen_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet2/news-events/news/support-emff-opportunities-small-scale-fishermen_en
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In terms of budget nomenclature, the preparatory action should rather be financed under Heading 1a 

MFF and placed under title 15 'Education and culture', for example as budget line number 15 04 77 

XX. 

247 Heart Disease Fighting Unit 

Proposed by: Victor Negrescu 

SANTE The Commission has already financed under EU health programme a joint action on chronic diseases 

which also addressed policies and collection of best practices and other information related to 

cardiovascular diseases. In addition, this proposal aims to help citizens to seek for the best medical 

expertise in the EU which concerns the provision of health care and services. As stated in the Treaty 

(Article 168) this is the responsibility of individual Member States. 

D 

252 Establishing an EU registry for 

critically ill children in the Baltic States 

Proposed by Inese Vaidere, Indrek Tarand 

SANTE The information currently provided by the monitoring mechanisms and registries in place is sufficient 

to indicate the differences among countries. Moreover, country health profiles will be prepared this 

year as part of the State of health in the EU http://ec.europa.eu/health /state/country_profiles_en.  

 

After the publication of the country health profiles Member States are offered the opportunity for an 

exchange of good practice to discuss concrete aspects of their respective country situation. 

Furthermore a joint Action on health information is currently being implemented in view to establish a 

sustainable health information system in the EU http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/health/actions.html. 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania have already manifested interest in participating in this Joint Action. 

This could allow targeting specific action, in a more structured process while ensuring sustainability. 

D 

276 Primary prevention courses for girls 

living in areas with higher risk of breast 

cancer  

Proposed by Giuseppina Picierno, Daniele 

Viotti 

SANTE This issue is already addressed in an ongoing project funded as pilot project under the 2016 budget. 

A call for proposals was launched with deadline in January 2017, and consequently a grant agreement 

will most probably be signed in the summer of 2017. A Preparatory Action is out of scope since we 

need to await the results of this pilot project.  

D 

278 Providing support to women struggling 

with an alchool problem, in order to 

reduce risks, in particular during 

pregnancy 

Proposed by Younous Omarjee 

SANTE This issue is already addressed in an ongoing Pilot Project under the 2016 budget (budget line 

17.037721) The call for tender for this Pilot Project was published on 24 May 2017. The project is 

scheduled for two years, i.e. it is unrealistic to assume that we will have results of the implementation 

of this Pilot project before the end of 2019. A Preparatory Action is therefore out of scope.  

D 

299 Children left behind policy network 

Proposed by Victor Negrescu 

BUDG The pilot project addresses the issue of children left behind in an EU Member State when one or both 

of their parents migrate to work in another EU Member State especially in Central and Eastern 

Europe. 

In 2013, the Commission has already published a study on the “Social impact on Emigration and rural 

–urban Migration in Central and eastern Europe” which addressed the issue of children left behind 

The study explores the impact of migration on the labour market and on particularly vulnerable groups 

including children. It also provides an in-depth description of the existing policy responses to the 

social impacts of migration on vulnerable groups, points out the challenges and suggests the directions 

that countries involved should implement to face the current situation properly. 

 

C 

http://ec.europa.eu/health%20/state/country_profiles_en
http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/health/actions.html
http://ec.europa.eu/social/keyDocuments.jsp?pager.offset=0&langId=en&mode=advancedSubmit&policyArea=0&subCategory=0&year=0&country=0&type=0&advSearchKey=EmigrationMigrationCentralEasternEurope&orderBy=docOrder
http://ec.europa.eu/social/keyDocuments.jsp?pager.offset=0&langId=en&mode=advancedSubmit&policyArea=0&subCategory=0&year=0&country=0&type=0&advSearchKey=EmigrationMigrationCentralEasternEurope&orderBy=docOrder
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The study concluded that in general, those countries which had seen the lowest employment rates and 

highest poverty rates have experienced the highest outflows.  

 

As flagged in the 2013 Recommendation Investing in Children, the solution would thus primarily to 

adopt a holistic approach to tackle the issue at the source and promote social inclusion and access to 

the labour market in those countries. On 26 April 2017, the Commission published a Staff Working 

Document (SWD) taking stock of the degree of implementation of each of the three pillars of the 

Investing in Children Recommendation in the various Member States. The document identifies, on the 

one hand, the areas where good progress has been made and, on the other hand, those areas where 

efforts need to be pursued. The experiences of these four years of implementation presented in the 

SWD provide a useful basis for the reflection on possible further action at local, national and EU 

level. As regards the implementation of the Investing in Children Recommendation, between 2014 and 

2016, 11 seminars were organised with Member States. They were attended by regional and local 

authorities and by NGOs, who are potentially important project applicants in calls for proposals 

organised by the national ESF and ERDF management authorities. In addition, six peer review 

seminars on child and family-related topics were organised between 2014 and 2016 as part of the open 

method of coordination (OMC) on social inclusion. The topics covered were support for marginalised 

families, local consultation platforms, conditional cash transfers, quality ECEC, and prevention and 

early intervention. 

The pilot project may be covered under the several funding possibilities for children existing in the EU 

financial instruments (European Social Fund, European Regional Development Fund and Fund for 

European Aid to the Most Deprived). These funds have been significantly strengthened in the current 

2014-2020 programming period. Approximately EUR 21.2 billion of the total ESF allocation was 

earmarked for social inclusion measures, of which EUR 3.9 billion is set aside for access to services, 

including childcare, and 8 billion EUR was earmarked for measures to prevent early school leaving. 

Moreover, around EUR 11 billion of ERDF funding is planned for measures promoting social 

inclusion and combating poverty, while around EUR 6 billion are planned for investment in 

educational infrastructure. 

 Heading 4    

320 Young European Volunteers for 

Development 

Proposed by Jean Arthuis, Charles 

Goerens 

DEVCO This proposal is still under assessment.  

 Heading 5    

340 Linked open data in the European 

public administration 

Proposed by Eva Kaili 

SG/OP 

Assoc.: DIGIT 

The scope of the proposed action it to enable linked open data (LOD) for the EU public 

administrations (EU Institutions and Member States public administrations). 

The proposed LOD preparatory action is building on some initiatives in this area launched in the past, 

some of them involving the Publication Office. These initiatives have been implemented by the 

B 
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Commission and the Publication Office under the ISA Programme rather than being the continuation 

of a specific previous pilot project. 

In particular, the Publication Office, with the support of the ISA programme, has performed a broad 

range of actions in order to extend the use of linked open data technologies and to lay the foundations 

for expressing new types of data as linked open data (inter-institutional schema for identification, 

conceptual data models, maintenance of the DCAT AP specification for exchanging open data, 

metadata registry, data visualisation). 

Under such circumstances the proposed Preparatory Action would fall within the category of activities 

fully covered by an existing legal base. 

The possibility exists however to build on past experience for the benefit of EU institutions 

administrations. The proposed LOD action could be refocused along the following lines: 

1. Enable – in cooperation with EU institutions - high value datasets to be published in future as 

LOD, in particular on the EU Open Data Portal. While the development of conceptual data 

models for LOD has already been co-funded by ISA, the actual implementation (i.e. the 

conversion of datasets) of the Financial Transparency System (FTS), of EU budgets and of EU 

spending and procurement data would be supported by the PP. The inclusion of migration data, as 

mentioned in the PA proposal, would need to be further assessed in terms of the expected 

outcome. 

2. Inventory of data collection systems and open data portals across the EU institutions and other 

bodies in order to establish links between them and the EU Open Data Portal.  

3. Further promote cultural change towards sharing data, interoperability and data quality. This 

would include measures to: 

a. persuade data owners to publish data right away in the EU Open Data Portal in a 

structured way instead of simply releasing them without context on their websites; 

b. identify ways to better link metadata in the EU Open Data Portal for their better 

exploitation and linking; 

c. promote the use of unique and persistent identifiers by core data collections used in 

the Commission and the other institutions and agencies; 

d. promote the usage of inter-institutionally agreed controlled vocabularies, and further 

develop EuroVoc for a broader range of applications; 

e. develop guidelines and methodologies for the data lifecycle, and in particular for data 

quality and the related capability to deliver policy-support, knowledge management, 

and feed the calculation of indicators. The requested delivery of indicators would need 

to be further assessed in terms of the expected outcomes. 

4. Promote the reuse of reference data of EU institutions in LOD form by third parties, e.g. content 

annotation via EuroVoc, reuse of specific controlled vocabularies on EU matters (legislative 
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procedures, document types, etc.). 

The refocused PP would be complementary to the philosophy of the ISA² program and in line with the 

Communication on "Data, Information and Knowledge Management" of 18 October 2016. The 

Communication relates specifically to maximising the use of data for better policy-making by making 

data as fully available as possible for use and re-use. 

Conclusions:  

• The action partially overlaps with the legal basis of ISA² Programme. In order for the proposal to be 

retained, the activities should be refocused on EU level administration. 

• As the proposed preparatory action has a different scope than the previous Pilot Project, the activities 

could be framed into a new Pilot Project instead of a Preparatory Action. 

343 PublicAccess.eu: Online platform for 

the pro-active publication of EU 

Institutions unclassified documents  

Proposed by Sophie in 't Veld 

SG 

Assoc.: DIGIT 

and OP 

The former pilot project has delivered valuable outputs, but its implementation in a longer term 

perspective needs further assessment to avoid overlaps with exiting tools/platforms and on-going 

projects. 

This is particularly the case in the context of the creation of a Joint Legislative Database as foreseen in 

the Inter-institutional Agreement on Better Law-Making. The assessment should take into account 

decisions to be taken at inter-institutional level for the creation of this database/portal, and determine  

how the follow-up could bring added-value to the project. 

Furthermore, the proposal overlaps to some extent with other initiatives, for example the on-going 

Pilot Project 337 aiming at implementing a platform for engaging with European citizens in policy-

making. 

In terms of MFF budget heading and budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed 

under Heading 3 MFF. 

C 
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 Heading 1a    

55 Raising Awareness of alternatives to 

private car 

Proposed by Karima Delli 

MOVE This Pilot Project can be extended in 2018 and it suits well the Commission's sustainable transport 

policy objectives and serve well the targets established by the White Paper "Roadmap to a Single 

European Transport Area – Towards a competitive and resource efficient transport system" - 

COM(2011) 144 final, in particular Initiatives 22 and 27. 

Furthermore, this project will complement the measures already implemented in the framework of the 

CIVITAS initiative’s package on “carless lifestyle’ in cities. 

A 

56 Sustainable shared mobility 

interconnected with public trasport in 

European rural areas (developing the 

concept of 'smart rural transpor areas' 

(SMARTAs)) 

Proposed by Karima Delli 

MOVE This Pilot Project can be extended in 2018 as it will allow to seek integrated multimodal solutions to 

overcome the lack of connections to/from rural areas. It will also allow for the application of the EU 

legislation on intelligent transport systems ITS".  - ITS (Directive 2010/40/EU on the deployment of 

ITS and the corresponding work programme of the EU Commission). 

This proposal suits well the Commission's sustainable transport policy objectives and serves well the 

targets established by the White Paper "Roadmap to a Single European Transport Area – Towards a 

competitive and resource efficient transport system" - COM(2011) 144 final, in particular Initiatives 22 

and 27 thereof. 

A 

57 Single European Sky (SES) airspace 

architecture 

Proposed by Marian-Jean Marinescu 

MOVE This Pilot Project can be extended in 2018 provided that specifications for improvement are taken into 

account. 

B 

58 Mapping accessible transport for people 

with reduced mobility 

Proposed by Pavel Telicka 

MOVE This Pilot Project can be extended in 2018. A 

85 Algorithmic Awareness Building 

Initiative 

Proposed by IMCO + Jaakonsaari 

CNECT The first part of the Algorithmic Awareness Building initiative will describe a problem space and is 

expected to design an initial toolbox of solutions in the first part of 2018.  

The proposal for extending the project is most timely and would very usefully support the development 

of tools and further testing the feasibility of practical and sustainable solutions including but not 

limited to capability building, oversight and sporadic tests on algorithms. 

A 

86 Application of web accessibility 

requirements in web-authoring tools and 

platforms by default (Web Access By 

Default) 

CNECT The first year of the Pilot Project will be implemented via a call for proposals entitled "Application of 

web accessibility requirements in web-authoring tools and platforms by default" which is expected to 

be announced soon. 

The overall objective of this pilot project is to encourage and support the implementation of the Web 

C 
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Proposed by IMCO Accessibility Directive by adopting the relevant accessibility requirements of the European Standard 

EN 301 549 v1.1.2, by awarding grants in order to incorporate features as the default option in 

authoring tools or platforms that would facilitate meeting the requirements of this European Standard. 

 

An extension of this Pilot Project would be of limited value until beneficiaries have been selected 

under the first year of the PP and the results are known.   

 

Once these results of the PP are made available, the Pilot project could be transformed into a PA. 

105 Horizontal Task Force Distributed 

Ledger Technology 

Proposed by Jakob von Weizsäcker 

CNECT The pilot project could be implemented provided it takes into account the ongoing pilot project of the 

Blockchain Observatory which aim is to build up technical expertise and regulatory capacity, taking 

into account the early-stage and fast-changing nature of Blockchain/DLT.  

 

The new pilot project for 2018 proposes to explore possible use cases, paying a specific attention to 

public sector applications (e.g. ownership recording, land registry systems, e-gov services, product 

traceability and customs-related services, counterfeit reduction, fight against tax fraud and other 

taxation services).  

 

It proposes to pay specific attention to privacy, data management issues and anti-money laundering 

concerns, addressing the issue of compliance with existing EU legislations / frameworks as well as 

exploring how Blockchain/DLT can help for regulatory compliance and enforceability purposes. In 

order to be able to assess a realistic scope of this pilot proposal with regards to other possible options 

to pilot Blockchain applications a decision will be taken in July. 

 

In terms of budget nomenclature, the extension of the pilot project should rather be financed under title 

09, for example as budget line number 09 04 77 XX. 

B 

112 Altiero Spinelli Doctoral Scholarships 

Proposed by CULT 

EAC The first phase of this PP is being launched now (end of June 2017) so it is not yet possible to assess 

its success/impact. Following exchanges with the European Parliament, the title of this initiative 

changed into "Altiero Spinelli Prize for Outreach: Spreading Knowledge about Europe".   

 

The Commission recognises the value of this initiative. However, as the implementation of this activity 

is only starting now, the Commission does not have any sense of its results/impact/success at this 

stage. These will be taken into account in any decision about a possible extension. 

B 

 Heading 1b    

136 European platform on vulnerable people 

in the Information Society: mapping best 

practices and socio-economic impact for 

CNECT The first year of the Pilot Project will be implemented soon via a call for proposals entitled "European 

platform for vulnerable people in the Information Society – mapping best practices and socio-

economic impact for the empowerment of vulnerable communities through ICTs" which is expected to 

C 
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the empowerment of vulnerable 

communities through ICTs 

Proposed by CULT 

be announced soon.  

The overall objective of this pilot project is to develop and disseminate widely an interactive catalogue 

of best practices and online map of Europe that summarises the existing best practices that take place 

to better integrate vulnerable/disadvantaged groups in the digital society across the 28 EU Member 

States and also to identify areas where no initiatives exist to tackle digital exclusion and where 

vulnerable people are therefore more at risk of exclusion.  

An extension of the Pilot Project would be of limited value until this project has been selected and 

implemented. Once the results of the PP are made available, it may be followed up by a PA.   

 Heading 2    

157 Effect of residential solid waste burning 

ambient air quality in Europe and 

potential mitigation measures 

Proposed by György Hölvényi 

ENV This project builds on an already existing project.  

 

The proposal for continuation adequately builds on it by taking up issues left out of the original 

request, such as the awareness raising campaigns and specific capacity building activities to implement 

the findings of the current project. Of particular importance are the inclusion of the regional and local 

level for addressing monitoring and the inclusion of dedicated measures in the relevant air quality 

plans, and the assessment of these measures' efficiency. The proposed budget would also allow to test, 

on a voluntary basis, the various measures which would have been identified in the first project by 

certain municipalities in the two countries covered.  

In terms of budget nomenclature, the budget line 07 02 77 37 should be used to finance this  pilot 

project.  

A 

184 

 

Environmental monitoring of pesticide 

use through honeybees 

Proposed by Martin Hausling, Maria 

Heubuch, Karin Kadenbach, Maria Noichl, 

Alojz Peterle, Pavel Poc, Frederique Ries, 

Daciana Octavia Sarbu, Maria Lidia Senra 

Rodriguez, Bart Staes, Marco Zullo 

SANTE It is proposed to extend the Pilot project – environmental monitoring of pesticide use through 

honeybees adopted during the 2017 budgetary procedure.  

 

Following the 2018 draft budget, the Commission proposes to change the nomenclature as follows:  

Item 17 04 77 06 — Pilot project — Environmental monitoring of pesticide use through honeybees 

 

A 

178 Establishing regional or local platforms 

on coexistence between people and large 

carnivores focused on key actions for 

large carnivores in areas with high levels 

of conflict 

Proposed by Karl-Heinz Florenz, Peter Jahr 

ENV The objective of this pilot project proposal matches closely the objective of Action 7 of the recent "EU 

Action Plan for nature, people and the economy" (COM(2017) 198 final): " Further develop Species 

and Habitats Action Plans for the most threatened species and natural habitats as well as stakeholder 

platforms on the coexistence with conflict species (e.g. large carnivores)".  

The project proposal states the following: "The pilot project must not be restricted only to those eight 

organisations that have signed up to the EU Platform on Coexistence between People and Large 

Carnivores but should be open to any other (local or regional) organisation provided that their 

objectives are in line with the EU Platforms activities."  

The Commission observes that any other local/regional organisation willing to be involved should 

adhere to the principles included in the agreement signed under the above mentioned Platform  

(http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/carnivores/pdf/EN_Agreement.pdf ), as 

A 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/carnivores/pdf/EN_Agreement.pdf
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this is the basis for a constructive dialogue and reflects EU nature legislation. 

179 Toward evidence-based improvements of 

the BHD implementation: systematic 

review and meta-analysis 

Proposed by Karin Kadenbach 

ENV This project cannot be implemented, as a similar pilot project was approved last year for the 2017 

budget ("Toward evidence-based improvements of the BHD implementation: systematic review and 

meta-analysis").  It would be entirely premature to support this proposal now while there is no 

information available on the implementation and results of the previous projects on the same topic. A 

continuation could be considered if appropriate in 2019. 

C 

180 Promoting alternatives to animal testing 

Proposed by Younous Omarjee 

ENV This proposal concerns additional funds for a pilot project starting this year (Pilot project — Promoting 

alternatives to animal testing). The Commission considers it as premature to already support now an 

extension.  

Moreover, as the proposed pilot extension concerns specifically the development of curricula for 

higher education, the EU is limited in what can be done due to subsidiarity and the treaty article under 

which EU operates i.e. Article 165:  

"The Union shall contribute to the development of quality education by encouraging cooperation 

between Member States and, if necessary, by supporting and supplementing their action, while fully 

respecting the responsibility of the Member States for the content of teaching and the organisation of 

education systems and their cultural and linguistic diversity" 

In the field of higher education, the Commission makes Erasmus+ funding available, for instance 

through the Erasmus Mundus joint programmes which are targeted at consortia of universities that 

develop joint programmes. However, it is left to the universities themselves to come up with high 

quality projects and subjects those masters programmes should cover. 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus/library/scholarships-catalogue_en  

C 

185 Mapping and assessing the state of 

ecosystems and their services in the 

outermost regions and overseas countries 

and territories: establishing links and 

pooling resources 

Proposed by Carlos Zorrinho, Younous 

Omarjee, Ricardo Serrão Santos, Sofia 

Ribeiro, Liliana Rodrigues, Paul Brannen, 

Gabriel Mato, Maurice Ponga, Cláudia 

Monteiro de Aguiar 

ENV This pilot project allows complementing the pilot project 183 adopted last year: "Mapping and 

assessing the state of ecosystems and their services in ORs and OCTs: establishing links and pooling 

resources". It fits well with the work carried out under the BEST Preparatory Action 

(http://ec.europa.eu/best). It fosters collaboration and it can build on the MAES experience which will 

be gained in one French Outermost Region and develop it further in other ORs and OCTs. This will 

allow testing the MAES methodology http://biodiversity.europa.eu/maes in different regions of the 

world. 

 

A 

224 Study on life cycles of electric, biofuels 

and traditional fuels vehicles 

Proposed by Wim van de Camp 

CLIMA The study can be implemented in line with the scope and content as suggested in the proposal.  

However, a budget of EUR 500 000 may be sufficient, as there are already studies available that cover 

part of the life cycle analysis for different types of vehicles. 

B 

 Heading 3    

235 Sport as a tool for integration and social 

inclusion of the refugees 

EAC The pilot project could be extended. A 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus/library/scholarships-catalogue_en
http://ec.europa.eu/best
http://biodiversity.europa.eu/maes
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Proposed by CULT 

238 Fight against illicit trafficking in cultural 

objects 

Proposed by CULT 

EAC The pilot project could be extended. A 

249 Rare 2030 - A participatory foresight 

study for policy-making on rare diseases 

Proposed by Françoise Grossetête, 

Frédérique Ries 

SANTE The purpose of the project is an extension of the pilot project which is already included in the 2017 

budget.   

 

The implementation should be done by combining both projects in one single call for tender. This 

would avoid a duplication of administrative procedures. The overall budget foreseen for both projects 

would enable the research team to propose sustainable policy scenarios in the field of rare diseases for 

the period 2020-2030 and to address challenges and opportunities up until 2030 in an innovative 

manner. 

 

The study will build on an existing knowledge base and on what has been done to date (e.g. 

Commission Communication on rare diseases: Europe's challenges (COM(2008) 679 final), the 

Council Recommendation on an action in the field of rare diseases (2009/C 151/02), activities of Joint 

Actions on Rare Diseases supporting the implementation of policy priorities, rare disease research 

funded under EU research and innovation programmes, etc.). 

 

Rare 2030 would be a two-year project, led by a research team, but using inclusive methods to promote 

a continuous bottom-up approach so as to put more emphasis on interaction and to encourage a broad 

take-up by patients, stakeholders and society at large. 

 

Foresight studies’ look into the longer-term impact of policies and technologies and anticipate 

emerging societal challenges. They identify and analyse societal challenges that have implications for 

policies and research over an extended period of time, following a defined methodological approach 

based on a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods and techniques (e.g. scenario analysis 

and trend analysis). They are highly participatory, engaging experts from different backgrounds and 

gathering widely distributed intelligence. 

 

The methodological steps and timeline for Rare 2030 will include different work packages: 

 base research, including literature reviews and exploratory interviews to identify drivers of 

change and current and future challenges; 

 establishment of an expert, multi-stakeholder panel; 

 an interdisciplinary and forward-looking workshop to discuss the study’s methodology, 

political and scientific drivers, and implications for R&D; 

 scenario-building, based on participatory methods (expert panels, Delphi methods, gaming, 

A 
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etc.), open to large groups of stakeholders on a European level. Scenarios will be used as a 

decision-making tool, to reveal available choices and their potential consequences; 

 a European citizens’ conference to present, discuss and review decision-making results, 

engaging society to shape and take ownership of the outcomes; 

 policy recommendations bringing together the results of the scenarios and conference; 

 a final report, translated into various EU languages, outlining the recommendations and 

outcomes of the project and measuring its impact. 

 Heading 4    

313 Supporting the urban dimension of the 

development cooperation: increasing 

financial capacities of cities in developing 

countries to deliver productive and 

sustainable urban development 

Proposed by Jan Olbrycht, Maurice Ponga, 

Bogdan Wenta 

DEVCO The Action Document for identification and formulation is currently under preparation in collaboration 

with UN-Habitat. Identification requires a thorough understanding of the context through mapping and 

analysis of sector and other relevant policies, institutions and stakeholders with the goal of focusing on 

priority areas and/or problems to be addressed. The main outputs of the identification phase will be 

subject to peer review at a first Quality Support Group (QSG1) foreseen during the 2nd/3rd quarter of 

2017.  

This phase will then lead to the elaboration of a full Action Document, by completing the context 

analysis where necessary, presenting the chosen implementation modalities and elaborating the 

indicative logframe, including the indicative list of result indicators. The full Action Document will be 

subject to peer review at a Quality Support Group (QSG2) foreseen in the 3rd quarter of 2017, where 

particular attention will be given to the intervention logic of the action and the implementation 

arrangements. 

The adoption of the Commission financing decision is expected in September 2017. 

Following the Commission financing decision project partners and partner cities will be identified. 

In 2018: 

Relevant policy, regulatory, financing and/or spatial planning gaps and the subsequent policy 

documents (urban development plan, operating plan, and capital investment plan) will be identified for 

the targeted cities, including recommendations made in the framework of the programme activities 

based on new financial instruments. 

Best practices, bottlenecks and specific conditions required for access to finance and investment 

planning will be compiled in a report, leading to a comprehensive guide of recommendations for 

policy makers. 

Best practices will be disseminated through City-to-city cooperation events. 

A 

314 Health for all - a joint project carried out 

by Aimes-Afrique (Togo) and Aktion PiT-

Togohilfe e.V. (Germany) 

Proposed by Angelika Niebler, Monika 

DEVCO L'action "espoir et santé pour tous" est déjà en cours de mise en œuvre par les ONG Aimes-Afrique 

(Togo) and Aktion PiT-Togohilfe e.V. (Germany). Ces ONG ont signé une convention de partenariat 

avec le Togo. Plus de 10 projets ont été réalisés et ont tous été couronnés de succès.  

 

Le secteur de la Santé n'est pas un secteur focal du 11ème FED et aucune autre action n'est menée sous 

A 
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Hohlmeier, Michael Gahler financement UE dans ce domaine. 

 

La proposition d'un financement complémentaire permettra la poursuite des interventions afin de 

traiter certaines pathologies, qui pourraient faire l'objet d'une intervention chirurgicale relativement 

simple et ne sont pas traitées faute de manque de personnel qualifié, de moyens et d'information. Ces 

pathologies, quand elles ne sont pas détectées et traitées précocement, deviennent souvent tellement 

graves et apparentes que les personnes qui en souffrent sont rejetées par les communautés, stigmatisées 

et traitées de sorcellerie. 

 

Dans ce contexte, cette action vise à améliorer la santé de la population togolaise les amenant l'hôpital 

vers les populations rurales démunies, en assurant leur prise en charge médico-chirurgicale gratuite et 

en formant le personnel local. Les activités menées dans le cadre de cette subvention porteront sur: la 

sensibilisation des populations rurales et péri-urbaines, la formation du personnel local aux pathologies 

chirurgicales, la prise en charge et l'opération des patients atteints de ces pathologies, la formation on-

the-job de chirurgiens dans les régions, et la réinsertion dans leur communauté des patients auparavant 

stigmatisés.  

 Heading 5    

337 New technologies and ICT tools for the 

implementation and simplification of ECI 

Proposed by AFCO 

SG 

Assoc.: 

DIGIT 

The extension of this pilot project can be executed based on the same understanding thereof as defined 

by the Commission for 2017, namely for the purpose of: "Launching a collaborative platform that 

would bring together organisers, citizens, experts (e.g. from IT Open Source community and citizens' 

organisations), Commission, etc. This platform could help interested citizens to find partners in Europe 

in order to form the organisers' committee, find sponsors for their campaigns, learn about best practices 

from other organisers and exchange experience." 

The 2018 extension could be used to finance the operation of the platform for a subsequent year and 

further develop its features. 

As the Budget 2017 has allocated EUR 500,000 commitment appropriations and EUR 250,000 

payment appropriations for the first year of this pilot project, this project will need in total 500.000 

EUR payment appropriations in 2018 (250.000 EUR to pay the remaining 2017 commitments and 

250.000 EUR to pay half of 2018 commitments if commitments appropriations are approved). 

In terms of MFF budget heading and budget nomenclature, the pilot project should rather be financed 

under Heading 3 MFF. 

 

A 
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 A = PP/PA could be implemented as suggested by the Parliament; 

 B = PP/PA might under certain conditions be fully or partially implementable but the project would need to be re-designed (it could be the case if part of the suggested action is already 

covered by a legal base); or more information might be needed before the Commission can assess the proposed project; 

 C = PP/PA is fully covered by a legal base or the ideas are otherwise being addressed; 

 D = PP/PA cannot be implemented or similar actions have already been carried out in the past. 
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 Heading 1a    

30 Reactivate – Intra-EU mobility program for 

unemployed over 35 

Proposed by José Manuel Fernandes 

EMPL The continuation of this preparatory action could be implemented. The proposed budget 

appropriations also seem adequate (EUR 5 million). It will draw on the objectives and featured 

design of the previous two years, i.e. 2016 and 2017.  

A 

31 Extension of Child Guarantee Schemes 

already in place (change of the title) 

Proposed by Jutta Steinruck 

EMPL The scope of any proposal on a Child Guarantee is already covered both from a policy development 

point of view by the 2013 Investing in Children Recommendation and, more recently, by the Work-

life balance initiative) and from a funding point of view (through the various financial instruments 

available for social inclusion purposes. 

The current PA on a child guarantee will be implemented over two years (2017-2018). The results of 

the current PA on a child guarantee should be sufficient to allow the Commission to determine the 

necessity, feasibility and conditions for a more formal follow up of the preparatory action in terms 

of proposal to be presented to the co-legislators. 

C 

83 Open Knowledge Technologies: Mapping 

and validating knowledge  

Proposed by Paul Rübig 

CNECT This preparatory action could be extended. 

The preparatory actions financed from the 2016 budget – Mapping and validating knowledge 

(migrants) with the aim to provide practical solutions to facilitate the integration of migrants into the 

European labour market – and from the 2017 budget - Mapping and validating knowledge (develop 

and demonstrate a European-wide assessment technology system, integrating and improving non-

cognitive skills development by testing and piloting them for effectiveness in various training 

contexts) – are still being implemented and/or prepared.  

Therefore the outcomes and impact of the projects of previous years should be taken into account in 

the design of the actions which may be financed from the 2018 budget.   

B 

84 REIsearch (Research Excellence Innovation 

Framework) - Enhancing the 

competitiveness of the European Research 

Area by increasing communication among 

researchers, citizens, industry and policy 

makers 

Nils Torvalds, Jerzy Buzek, Alain Lamassoure, 

Georgi Pirinski, Eider Gardiazabal Rubial, 

Angelika Mlinar, Charles Goerens, Gerben-

CNECT The preparatory action could be extended. 

REISEARCH is currently in its third phase (one pilot, one ongoing and one about to be launched 

preparatory action). REISEARCH has been developing an online platform to allow exchange 

between citizen, media, policy makers and scientists on pertinent societal topics (e.g. climate 

change, chronic health). It puts forward use of social media as a catalyst of public democratic 

debate. 

A 
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Jan Gerbrandy, Nedzhmi Ali 

 Heading 1b    

137 EU - CELAC Cooperation on territorial 

cohesion 

Proposed by REGI 

REGIO  The Preparatory action adopted in 2016 is now being implemented for two years. The funds 

available are sufficient for the Commission to continue with the implementation and achieve the 

intended objectives in 2018 which is the final year of the preparatory action.  Thus, additional 

funding in 2018 is deemed not to be necessary.   

D 

138 Cohesion Policy and synergies with the 

research and development funds: The 

stairway to excellence - the way forward 

Proposed by REGI 

REGIO  

 

The preparatory action could be implemented as suggested. A 

139 Support for growth and governance in 

lagging regions 

Proposed by REGI 

REGIO  

 

The preparatory action could be implemented as suggested. A 

140 European Strategy for the Adriatic and 

Ionian Region (EUSAIR): generation and 

preparation of initiatives and projects with 

genuine added value for the region as a 

whole 

Proposed by REGI 

REGIO  

 

Commitment appropriations for this pilot project were voted for the first time under the 2017 

Budget. This PA complements actions carried out under the Interreg "Adrion" transnational 

programme 2014-2020 (ERDF and IPA), namely the strategic project "EUSAIR Facility Point" 

which provides support to the governance of the EUSAIR.  

The Commission could agree on the extension of this PA, however, it is suggested to add the 

following text at the beginning of the budgetary remarks in order to better reflect the scope of the 

project:  

Remarks 

"The EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR) covers eight countries: four EU 

member states (Croatia, Greece, Italy, Slovenia) and four candidate/potential candidate 

countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia). For the benefit of the 

EUSAIR participating countries, this pilot project will organise and develop:" 

(keep the rest of the remarks unchanged) 

A 

141 Macro-regional strategy 2014-2020: EU 

strategy for the Alpine Region 

Proposed by REGI 

REGIO  

 

The preparatory action could be implemented as suggested. A 

142 Urban Agenda for the EU 

Proposed by REGI 

REGIO  

 

The preparatory action could be implemented as suggested. A 

 Heading 2    

199 Common Curriculum for Skippers of Small 

Commercial Vessels 

Proposed by Monteiro de Aguiar 

MARE Given the fact that the existing 2017 Preparatory action — Common Curriculum for Skippers of 

Small Commercial Vessels ' is foreseen to finish in the second half of 2019, it is too early to propose 

an extension. The estimated duration of the project is approx. 18 months, meaning that the first 

results, based on which it could be decided whether or not extend this preparatory action, will be 

D 
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only available at the end of 2018 or beginning of  2019. 

 Heading 3    

231 Subtitling European cultural TV content 

across all Europe 

Proposed by CULT 

CNECT The preparatory action could be extended. 

It will make an important contribution to the accompanying measures to copyright reform and 

facilitates access to European audio-visual content to a wider audience. Provision of subtitled 

versions of European TV programming enhances cross border on-line dissemination of cultural 

content by using new digital technologies and online services. 

A 

237 Europe for Festivals, Festivals for Europe 

(EFFE) 

Proposed by CULT + S&D 

EAC The preparatory action could be extended. 

The first phase of this preparatory action being finalised, it is important to build on the experience 

collected and increase the attractiveness, visibility and impact of the award and the label. The 

support to live encounters in the framework of festivals aiming particularly at young people remains 

relevant and the economic and touristic value of festivals cannot be underestimated.  

A 

 Heading 4    

- -    

 Heading 5    

342 Encrypted electronic communications of EU 

institutions 

Proposed by Sophie in 't Veld 

DIGIT The European Commission agrees with the proposed extension of the preparatory action "Encrypted 

electronic communications of EU institutions". Extension of the preparatory action is essential to 

ensure the sustainable adoption of the preparatory action's results among the institutions. 

The European Commission adds the following two comments: 

 The proposed remarks include the passage "In the longer term, the action could encompass both 

written (email and text messages) and vocal (fixed and mobile) electronic communications." It 

is unlikely that vocal electronic communications can be tackled within the scope of this 

preparatory action and it should be better to leave out the reference to vocal communications 

here. 

 The proposed remarks include the passage "In the longer term, the action could encompass both 

written (email and text messages) and vocal (fixed and mobile) electronic communications." It 

would be more appropriate if the term "electronic messages" were used instead of "text 

messages". 

B 

 


