
Dear Barbara and colleagues, 

 

I would like to thank you for having shared this letter with me/us. I support your 

opposition to  the designation of Mr Jyrki Katainen as Vice-President of the 

Commission in charge for Jobs, Growth, Investment and Competitiveness and I 

share your and Mr Kostas Chrysogonos' concerns.  

The austerity receipts Katainen has already mentioned, and put forward in his 

own country, are designed to give priority to markets over citizens, conducing 

to huge social unbalances and violating the funding principles of the European 

Union itself. 

 

Besides the arguments already mentioned by both Barbara and Kostas, I would 

like to stress other reasons that brings me to consider as unacceptable the 

appointment of Mr Katainen: 

 The economic growth paradigm framing Mr Katainen's mandate is 

completely inadequate to address this crisis. The current crisis is systemic 

and it is rooted in the limited availability of the natural resources, before 

than in the economic and financial issues themselves; 

 I believe that protecting ecosystems and natural resources, the commons 

goods of the humanity, is the only way towards prosperity, equity  and a 

democratic and sustainable socio-economic model. Mr Katainen, as prime 

minister of Finland, has instead shown to consider human, natural and 

public assets only on the basis of their economic capitalization on the 

market: 

o http://barentsobserver.com/en/arctic/2013/12/katainen-railway-

arctic-ocean-great-opportunity-03-12  

o http://barentsobserver.com/en/business/2014/02/finland-path-

arctic-goes-rail-04-02  

o http://www.finnbay.com/media/news/prime-minister-jyrki-

katainen-finland-needs-a-strategy-for-the-arctic-region/  

 Moreover, in his prime minister role he has proven himself such a strong 

nuclear energy supporter to bring his own  government coalition to a 

great clash: 

o http://www.nuclearpowerdaily.com/reports/Finnish_government_s

ays_it_wants_two_new_nuclear_plants_999.html  

o http://www.finlandtimes.fi/national/2014/03/05/5207/Splitinsidego

vtonPyhjokipowerplant/print  

 Related to what previously mentioned, is the current news about the 

possible European Commission's approval of the UK's State aid plan for 
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the nuclear power plant of Hinkley Point C. Such State aid would 

translate into an additional money flux from the households' budgets 

already tighten by the austerity measures which are supported by Mr 

Katainen: 

o http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/09/17/uk-eu-britain-hinkley-

nuclear-idUKKBN0HC1XN20140917  

 Finally, if we were to evaluate Mr Katainen's designation from the ability 

to boost economic performances, he would be still considered inadequate 

as EC's vice president in charge, also, for growth. In fact, the measures he 

implemented in his country, are alleged of having been translated into a 

significant decrease of Finland's GDP both during the 2012 and 2013, 

while boosted a very small growth for 2014. It is worth to notice that the 

GDP growth of Finland has been below the EU's average between the 

2012-2014: 

o http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/eu/forecasts/2014_spring_for

ecast_en.htm# 

 

Considering what abovementioned, I believe it would be a very imprudent 

choice to put the EU into  the hand of a Commissioner Candidate for growth 

whose economic measures have failed to make his own country grow. 

 

Thank  you, 

 

PS you could find an Italian version in the attachment. 
 

 
 

Dario Tamburrano 
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