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WHY JYRKI KAITANEN HAS TO BE REJECTED AS VICE-

PRESIDENT OF THE COMMISSION  

 

september 22, 2014 

 

The designation of Jyrki Kaitanen as Vice-President of the Commission 

in charge for jobs, growth, investment and competitiveness, as well as his 

first remarks at the European Parliament shortly after his nomination, 

are disquieting. After seven years of a dire crisis only worsened by fierce 

austerity measures, the task of the new Vice-President should be to get 

immediately to work so as to guarantee the investments needed for 

European economic recovery and for the return to full employment, thus 

achieving a crucial objective of the Treaty.  

In his mission letters, President Juncker urged Mr Jyrki Katainen and 

the other commissioners-designate to take action within the first 

hundred days of the new Commission.  

Given Mr Juncker’s statement during the plenary session in Strasbourg, 

on July 15, it seemed to many members of the European Parliament that 

this was the conclusion the new President had finally come to, since not 

only did he criticize the troika’s policies, but he also announced the plan 

that now bears his name: a 300 billion euro investment plan for the next 

three years. 

Katainen’s remarks move in an entirely different direction. Rather than 

talking about the investment plan, he repeated his austerity recipes, 

implying that first each State shall put its house in order and only then 

investment plans– if necessary – will come. This is not his mission, if it 

is true that he will have to deal with jobs, growth, and investment. Nor is 
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it up to him to ask for “structural reforms” that drastically restrict 

workers’ rights and aim at weakening the essential role played by trade 

unions, as is the case in Italy and in several countries of the Union. 

Juncker’s plan is certainly not enough, and it is far from clear how it will 

be funded: whether it will be just a matter of slightly increasing the 

resources made available by the European Investment Bank and 

reorganizing the current European funds. The real solution might be the 

one put forward by the European citizens’ initiative "New Deal 4-

Europe", with EIB interventions and two European taxes: a financial 

transactions tax and a carbon tax. This may result in an increase of the 

EU’s own resources, which was rejected by the European Council in 

spring 2013 (at that time Juncker was a member of the European 

Council and of the Eurogroup). 

Suggesting that national austerity comes first and discussions about 

cooperation and common investment will follow, is part of an ordoliberal 

ideology with unmistakable neo-nationalist features, contrary to the idea 

of a politically united Europe, built on solidarity. 

By doing this, Mr Katainen breaks the three fundamental criteria that 

every European Commissioner must meet: knowledge (of the EU 

objectives as stated in Article 3.3 of the EU Treaty, which promotes a 

social market economy, aiming at full employment and social progress), 

independence (from the austerity measures some States want to 

impose), and European commitment (to the principles of solidarity and 

loyal cooperation). 

These are the reasons why the members of the European Parliament 

should reject the designation of Jyrki Katainen, if they want to be 

credible in the eyes of the citizens they represent. 
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