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Dear colleagues, 

I would like to strongly support Barbara's opposition to the candidacy of Mr 

Katainen as Vice-President of the Commission, especially given the high 

importance development and growth should have in the next Commission's 

agenda. 

Besides the points Barbara has already addressed, I would like to bring to your 

attention some alarming practices that Mr Katainen adopts. 

I have submitted, along with my colleagues of the Greek delegation of 

GUE/NGL, three written questions regarding the worrying situation that exists 

in Greece following the fierce austerity measures that have been imposed by 

troika. 

The questions concerned, among other things, a series of decisions taken by the 

European Committee of Social Charters in which measures that worsen working 

conditions and cut workers’ pay and pensions were found to be in breach of the 

European Social Charter. They also concerned the report by the UN Special 

Rapporteur Cephas Lumina, in which it was found that the austerity measures 

being taken by the Greek Government as part of the fiscal adjustment 

programme are undermining the protection of the fundamental rights enshrined 

in international UN Conventions and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. 

Finally, a third question referred to statistical data published, according to 

which during the first two years in which the memorandum was being 

implemented, there was dramatic impoverishment of the poorest part of Greek 

society.  

In all three questions, Mr Katainen replied on behalf of the Commission. In all 

three questions, the answer was typical, being practically a 'non-answer', 

according to which 'the Commission is fully aware of the difficult social 

situation in Greece and the reform programme has a strong focus on 

employment and social policies to tackle it'. Mr Katainen also underlined in his 

non-answers that the programme imposed to Greece puts great emphasis on 



reforms to create sustainable growth and jobs. He further added that the Charter 

of Fundamental Rights is not applicable (!) to Greece when applying the 

measures imposed by troika, on which the Commission and European Central 

Bank are represented, making up 2/3 of its membership. 

As it is quite clear from the above-mentioned, Mr Katainen is one of the worst 

possible choices with respect to the portfolio he is assigned to. He is taking 

distance from Mr Juncker's speech during the plenary session of 15 July, in 

which troika' s policies were criticised and he is trying to present the strict and 

inefficient measures of austerity as a programme with strong focus on 

employment and social policies. As a Commissioner, he would have to pursue 

growth and development and he would have to respect and enshrine the 

fundamental values on which the European Union is based: respect for human 

dignity, solidarity and respect for human rights. He would also have to work 

towards achieving the goals mentioned in Article 3 of TEU, including the well-

being of its people. However, based on both his general remarks that Barbara 

mentioned, as well as on the clear line he is following on the answers, it can be 

derived that he does not meet the criteria to be elected as Vice-President of the 

Commission. 

For all the above reasons, I urge you to reject the designation of Mr Katainen 

and to think the people of Europe we are all representing. It's high time we 

choose the Europe we want. 

Below you may find the links to the aforementioned questions and the relevant 

answers Mr Katainen gave: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+WQ+E-

2014-005633+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=en 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+WQ+E-

2014-005672+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=en 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+WQ+E-

2014-006153+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=en 

Best regards, 

Kostas Chrysogonos 
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